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Military

Missile defense system: The Pen-
tagon may never publicly declare
that its new missile defense system is

fully ready to defend against
long-range missiles aimed at the Unit-

ed States, but it already has a limited capa-
bility against a small-scale attack, a Penta-
gon official said Thursday.

The Bush administration’s goal was to ac-
tivate the system by the end of 2004.

“We haven’t made a declaration that we
are now hereby operational,” said Larry Di
Rita, spokesman for Defense Secretary
Donald H. Rumsfeld.

At some point, the interceptor missiles
will be placed on permanent alert — a condi-
tion in which they will be capable of being
fired from their silos at any time.

Military recruiters at schools: The Jus-
tice Department said it will ask the Su-
preme Court to overturn an appeals court’s
ruling that would allow colleges and univer-
sities to limit the activities of military re-
cruiters on their campuses without fear of
losing federal funding.

Government lawyers also asked the 3rd
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals on Friday to
stay enforcement of its ruling until the Su-
preme Court decides whether or not to take
the case.

Immediate implementation of the ruling,
they argued, could harm the nation’s mili-
tary readiness by making it harder to hire
the huge teams of lawyers needed for issues
related to operations in Afghanistan and
Iraq.

Nation

Robert Blake trial: An expert witness
said he did not find any blood on the cloth-
ing that Robert Blake wore the night his
wife was shot to death, but prosecutors said
that doesn’t eliminate the actor as a suspect.

Rod Englert, a crime scene reconstruc-
tionist, testified he was asked to analyze
Blake’s clothes and those of Bonny Lee Bak-
ley to determine the blood patterns left by
two gunshot wounds to her head and shoul-
der.

He said Friday that he did numerous tests
on the actor’s clothes and found not a speck
of blood on his T-shirt, jeans, boots, socks or
belt.

Vibe Awards fight: The rapper Young
Buck pleaded not guilty Friday to an assault
charge for allegedly stabbing a man during
a melee at the Vibe Awards after Dr. Dre
was punched.

The 23-year-old Buck, whose given name
is David Darnell Brown, is accused of stab-
bing Jimmy James Johnson in retaliation
after Johnson allegedly punched Dre,
Brown’s mentor, during the Nov. 15 taping
of the show.

Faith-based grants: A judge has blocked
the Bush administration from providing fu-
ture “faith-based” grants to an Arizona men-
toring group, MentorKids USA, that inject-
ed religion into its publicly funded pro-
grams.

The ruling is the first time a judge has
struck down a grant through the president’s

faith-based initiative, which seeks to give re-
ligious groups equal footing in seeking feder-
al grants to provide social services.

Chicago nightclub shooting: A bouncer
who was shot at a nightclub after a patron
was denied entry is the third victim to die
from his injuries, authorities said.

Eugene Walker, 24, died Thursday night,
said the Cook County medical examiner’s of-
fice.

Police continue to investigate the Satur-
day shooting that began when a patron was
denied entry into Cafe Allure.

N.Y. gay marriage case: Attorneys for 25
same-sex couples seeking the right to marry
said Friday that New York’s opposition to
gay marriage is akin to the mentality that
once allowed slavery and discrimination
against women and minorities.

“The basis of the [the state’s] opposition is
that it goes against tradition. If tradition car-
ried on, we would still have slavery,” said
Mariette Geldenhuys, one of the attorneys
for the same-sex couples.

The 25 couples applied for marriage li-
censes early in 2004 and were turned down
by the Ithaca city clerk, who was following a
state Health Department advisory.

Sept. 11 fraud case: A man who collect-
ed $68,000 by falsely claiming his domestic
partner died in the 2001 terrorist attacks at
the World Trade Center has pleaded guilty
to grand theft.

Patric Henn, 29, entered his plea Wednes-
day, without a deal from prosecutors. He ad-
mitted making up the story to steal from the
American Red Cross.

Henn could face up to 15 years in prison
at sentencing scheduled for Jan. 19.

WTC funding: Developer Larry Silver-
stein was given authorization Tuesday by
the New York City Industrial Development

Agency to borrow an additional $75 million
through tax-exempt Liberty Bonds for the 7
World Trade Center project, which is set to
open next year.

Two years ago, Silverstein won prelimi-
nary approval for $400 million in Liberty
Bonds, but had to come back to the agency
because of higher interest costs and a lower
insurance payout than he expected.

World

N. Korea nuclear talks: The head of a U.S.
congressional delegation said Saturday he
was encouraged by North Korea’s apparent
readiness to return to talks on its nuclear
programs, and called meetings with North-
ern officials more positive than expected.

“They are ready to get back to substantive
discussions,” Republican Rep. Curt Weldon
said in Beijing. “Nothing is off the table.”

Weldon said they met with North Korea’s
No. 2 leader, Kim Yong Nam; Foreign Minis-
ter Paek Nam Sun; and Vice Foreign Minis-
ter Kim Kye Gwan during their three-day
visit.

War on terrorism

Gitmo review tribunals: U.S. military re-
view tribunals have ordered 13 more detain-
ees to remain in custody at the camp for ter-
rorist suspects in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
an official said Friday.

Review tribunals determined the men
were correctly classified as “enemy combat-
ants,” said Navy Lt. Cmdr. Daryl Borgquist,
a Pentagon spokesman.

The Combatant Status Review Tribunals
have ordered only two prisoners released or
transferred to other countries from the U.S.
Naval base. Another 254 have been ordered
to remain in detention, including the latest
13.
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Marine shot by police: Julia and Tomas Raya, parents of Andres Raya, embrace as they

arrive at Lakewood Memorial Park in Hughson, Calif., on Friday for a funeral service for their

son. Raya, a young Marine whose family said he feared returning to Iraq, was killed by police

after he shot and killed an officer and wounded another, and authorities said they are

investigating the case as a “suicide by cop.” Raya, 19, was killed Sunday after he initiated a

second gunfight with police as they pursued him for the earlier shooting, authorities said.
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BY TERRY BOYD

AND KENT HARRIS

Stars and Stripes

BAUMHOLDER, Germany

A
s the dollar rebounds a bit from
record lows against foreign cur-
rencies, most servicemembers as-
signed overseas know they get

cost-of-living allowance adjustments to
help ease their financial pain.

Few, however, understand exactly how
the government makes up for lost purchas-
ing power, especially when it comes to cur-
rency fluctuations. And hardly anyone
knows, for example, why a soldier in Ger-
many gets a different adjustment than his
Air Force counterpart in Italy.

When Stars and Stripes ran an article in
November about U.S. Army Europe sol-
diers getting a cost-of-living adjustment av-
eraging roughly 31 percent, e-mails came
in from across Europe asking, “Where’s
my money?”

“I am just asking the question for us
folks in Italy,” Senior Master Sgt. Stan
Nowacki, 704th Munitions Support Squad-
ron, Ghedi Air Base, wrote in an e-mail. “Is
our COLA going to go up like those in Ger-
many?”

In a follow-up phone interview, Nowac-
ki said that Ghedi, a geographical-
ly separated unit, has no com-
missary or base exchange,
and is in an expensive resort
area west of Verona. Yet his
COLA is only about $100 more
per paycheck than if he were
based in Aviano, a full-service
base.

Servicemembers stationed at the
four major military hubs in Italy —
Naples, Sigonella, Aviano and Vicenza
— all received some kind of boost in the
COLA rates in November. But they were
all different and some came at different
times.

In Sigonella, for instance, the big boost
was 22 percent on Nov. 1. Naples’ increase
was also Nov. 1, but the jump was only 8
percent. Vicenza’s rate rose only 12 per-
cent, while Aviano had an increase of 26
percent on Nov. 1 and got two other increas-
es after that.

The total rate
of COLA that ser-
vicemembers re-
ceived in each
area wasn’t readi-
ly available. But
those stationed in
Naples, a large
metropolitan
area, receive
more than those
in Aviano, a large-
ly rural environment.

‘Weak dollar’ factor

If COLA rates were based only on cur-

rency fluctuations, they’d be uniform

across countries using the euro. Instead,

the rates vary widely because there’s far

more to setting COLAs than the value of

the dollar, including rank, years in service

and number of dependents.
That said, in Europe, the big news is the

shrinking dollar. Since 2002, the dollar has
dropped about 38 percent against the euro,
and nearly 10 percent since September.

In November 2002, one dollar bought
roughly one euro. In early January 2005, it
cost $1.35 to buy one euro, and the dollar is
worth about 74 euro cents. However, on
Thursday, the dollar jumped .97 percent to
$1.3078 per euro on some currency trading
markets.

During 2004, the allowance rate for the
euro was adjusted 11 times in Germany,
stated Roy Sammarco in an e-mail re-
sponse to a Stars and Stripes query. Sam-
marco is chief of the Per Diem, Travel and
Transportation Allowance Committee’s
economic and statistics branch, which sets
allowances for the Department of Defense.

Periodic cost-of-living adjustments help
keep the buying power of overseas Ameri-
can military personnel roughly the same
as stateside counterparts, even when
the value of the dollar fluctuates,
Sammarco wrote. The
per diem commit-
tee tracks
cur-

rency
data at dif-

ferent intervals,
and may change COLAs

“based solely on fluctuations in
the rates of exchange,” he said.
For example, if the dollar’s value has

changed by 5 percent by the 8th of the
month, the
change shows
up on midmonth
paychecks; for
for
end-of-month
paydays, the
change is
marked on the
23rd.

Though it’s
impossible to in-
stantly survey

all the economic factors and then change

paychecks instantly, over the long run,

COLAs even out dollar fluctuations, Sam-

marco said. There may be timing issues

that affect just when approximately

300,000 soldiers at 600 overseas locations

will see the adjustments, and the per diem

committee may have to fine-tune the pro-

cess during periods when the dollar’s

value is changing rapidly, he said. Over- or

underpayments should
be corrected within an
eight-week period.

Over the long run, the hypothetical sol-
dier shouldn’t be gaining or losing real in-
come because of currency changes or
other financial factors, but simply main-
taining his salary’s purchasing power as
the COLA makes up for — in the current
circumstances — the dollar’s diminishing
value, according to Sammarco.

Many variables

Myriad other variables go into calculat-
ing COLA beyond the value of the dollar
against foreign currencies, according
Army documents and inter-
views with officers and
civilian finance of-
ficials

knowl-
edgeable

about COLA.

One major COLA factor is
base category: full support with ex-

changes and commissary, partial support,
no support or remote. Living on bases with
no alternative to shopping on the local econ-
omy means larger COLAs.

Another variable is prices at Any Base,
USA. While the dropping dollar is part of
the COLA equation, so are consumer pric-
es back in the United States. If prices rise
because of increasing gas prices for pro-
ducers and shippers, that could cause
cost-of-living adjustments to decrease for
soldiers overseas if German prices remain
the same. Because remember, COLAs are
about making sure that hypothetical sol-
dier has the same buying power whether

he’s assigned to relatively inexpensive
Fort Campbell, Ky., or comparably expen-
sive USAREUR headquarters in Heidel-
berg, Germany.

Further, just how much American per-
sonnel are buying off base figures into the
calculation. Once every three years, the
Defense Department conducts a Living
Pattern Survey, analyzing what percent-
age of personnel shop off base, where they
shop, the products they buy and the prices

they pay, according to Susan Brum-
baugh, chief of overseas COLA for the
per diem committee. Bases where a
higher percentage of personnel shop
on the local economy receive a larg-
er adjustment than bases where
more people shop on base.

The next Living Pattern Sur-
vey for Germany is due this
year, said Maj. Susan Walton,
deputy director of finance op-
erations at the 266th Finance
Command headquarters in
Heidelberg.

Retail price schedule
surveys track the actual
prices for 120 goods and
services off-base and

on-base and compare
them to U.S. prices. In Germa-

ny, for example, base support battal-
ions and area support groups conduct the
surveys at Ramstein, Heidelberg, Geilen-
kirchen, Vilseck and Schweinfurt.

Is there one factor that’s most impor-
tant? Not really, say the experts. But cur-
rency fluctuations can cause dramatic
changes quickly.

In the late 1970s, the growing value of
the yen against the dollar caused almost
comical imbalances between host county
and U.S. forces, said Winslow Wheeler,
then a congressional staff aid, now a visit-
ing senior fellow at the Center for Defense
Information, a Washington public policy
institute.

“For a while, the Japanese sergeant on
the base gate had a higher yen salary than
the American base commander,” Wheeler
said.

E-mail Terry Boyd at: boydt@mail.estripes.osd.mil

E-mail Kent Harris at: harrisk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Calculating COLA adjustments for
servicemembers in Europe depends on
complicated and often confusing factors

Bank matching tsunami funds

A stateside credit union that has 13
branches at military installations in Ger-
many said it would match donation funds
for tsunami relief up to $50,000.

The Service Credit Union is accepting
donation money from members and non-
members at any of its branches in Ger-
many, New Hampshire or Massachu-
setts, or online at www.servicecu.org, ac-
cording to a statement issued Wednes-
day.

Contributions will be collected until
Feb. 28 and then given to AmeriCares, a

nonprofit disaster relief and humanitari-
an aid organization.

“By matching the contributions re-
ceived at the credit union, more lives
may be saved and fewer victims may go
hungry, shelter less or fall prey to dis-
ease. Together, we will all have made a
difference by helping our fellow man,”
Gordon Simmons, SCU president and
chief executive officer, said in the state-
ment.

For more information on contributing,
contact a branch office or the credit
union’s Contact Center in Germany at
00800-4728-2000.

From staff reports

I am just asking the question

for us folks in Italy. Is our

COLA going to go up like

those in Germany?

Senior Master Sgt. Stan Nowacki

704th Munitions Support Squadron,

Ghedi Air Base, Italy

‘Where’s my money?’
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BY NANCY MONTGOMERY

Special to Stars and Stripes

B
asic training might have been
tough. Deployment was no picnic.
But Capt. DeLisa Stiles met her
most challenging physical and

emotional tests on a hit TV show on the Fox
network.

Tummy tuck, eye lift, brow lift, breast
augmentation: Stiles endured those surger-
ies and more to become “The Swan,” and
winner of the Fox makeover show of the
same name.

For the first few days after the surgeries,
Stiles said, with her eyes swollen to slits
and much of her body quite tender, “it was
intense,” she said. But the 32-year-old
Army reservist and reality-show contes-
tant gritted her soon-to-be Zoom-bleached
teeth, and her military training kicked in.

“I said to myself, ‘You chose this, and
you’ve just got to suck it up,’ ” she said in
an interview recently.

Stiles, the only contestant to receive di-
vorce papers during the show, did indeed
suck it up, and went on to win the beauty
pageant that is the show’s culmination,
and, with it, some $300,000 in cash and
(mostly) prizes and a $100,000 gig as Nutri-
System diet company’s new spokeswoman.
Even if she hadn’t won, she said, her will-
ingness to open up her life and her per-
ceived deficiencies to 8 million TV viewers
would have been worthwhile.

“I think the TV show was actually help-
ful,” she said. “It held up a mirror to me —
Is this what you really want to see?”

Sixteen women were chosen for the
show and the surgeries from more than
300,000 letters sent to producers. Eight
plus a “wild card” from the dismissed
women competed in the pageant. Celebrity
judges picked Stiles as the Swan.

A psychologist in civilian life, Stiles
would have been facing a much different
challenge if a medical problem hadn’t sent
her back from Kuwait to Fort Riley, Kan-
sas. Assigned to the 468th Quartermaster
Battalion in Dallas, Texas, she’d been
“cross-leveled” into the 1011th Quarter-
master Company out of Independence,
Kansas — with orders, along with 120 re-
servists she’d never met, to deploy to Iraq.

Stiles made it to Kuwait in 2003 before a
blood clot in her arm returned her state-
side. “I have such mixed feelings,” she
said, about missing that tour of duty.

She was put on blood thinners in prepara-
tion to join her unit, but when she was
cleared to go she was told that because the
unit had less than 90 days remaining in
Iraq, she wasn’t going anywhere.

She saw the first season of “The Swan”
while she recuperated at Fort Riley, and de-
cided to try to get on the show’s next sea-
son. “I mailed hideous pictures of me in
my underwear, and they called me for a
casting call,” she said.

It wasn’t just her looks that Stiles
thought could use an upgrade. It was also
the way she lived her life — apparently con-
fident, but full of self-doubt. She thought
the show’s producers and its viewers
might respond to that, she said. She was
right.

“The troubled marriage, the false brava-
do … they thought women could really re-
late to that,” Stiles said. “Women try to be
tough and we’re filled with self-doubt and
we don’t want anyone to see that.”

Born and raised in Texas, Stiles enlisted
in junior ROTC when she was 17, although
she didn’t come from a military family.

“I felt like it was an important way for
me to serve my country,” she said. She
spent five months in Saudi Arabia during
the first Iraq war, her quartermaster unit
about 50 miles away from any intense fight-
ing.

After Desert Storm, Stiles went to col-
lege, joined senior ROTC, and eventually
got a master’s degree in psychology and
her commission. But, she told the show’s
producers, she felt that being in the mili-
tary had taken a toll on her femininity.

“I just felt like I had this great assertive
side, and [the military] taught me to be
firm,” she said. “But it didn’t teach me to
be more diplomatic, and to be sort of soft
and yielding.”

And while she said others viewed her as
capable and even daring, she didn’t feel
that way about herself. “I always chose the
safe path,” she said.

In addition to the cosmetic surgery and
dentistry, contestants on “The Swan” also
must follow special diets, engage in rigor-
ous workout programs and have counsel-

ing sessions with both a therapist and a
“life coach,” who happens to be the Los An-
geles-based show’s creator and executive
producer.

They go through a four-month process of
transformation during the show — without
contact from their families save some brief
phone calls — with their heartaches, frus-
trations and surgeries laid out for some 8
million viewers.

Stiles, for example, got divorce papers
from her husband during the show. Al-
though it was not unexpected — their
eight-year marriage had been rocky, she
said, and she’d been gone for more than a
year — it was still very difficult, especially
because it was so public. And yet, she said,
“It was a really supportive environment. I
had a team of people pulling for me.”

As the show progressed, some of the
women went home, surgically enhanced
but out of the Miss America-style competi-
tion for cash and prizes. Stiles was
crowned “The Swan” because she was the
one judged to have been most changed and
improved.

The show, which is coming up on its
third season, has been criticized as taste-
less or offensive for encouraging women to
undergo painful surgeries to conform to a
beauty ideal, and then to compete to see
who’s best.

But Stiles said none of the women had
any regrets, as far as she knew, and neither
did she. She maintains that her biggest
change was emotional, in that she became
comfortable taking risks. And as for her
new look? “I feel like I look the way I al-
ways should have looked,” she said.

She did have concerns that some in the
military might think that being on the show
was inappropriate for a U.S. military offic-
er, but so far, she said, she’s only received
good reviews. One e-mail, Stiles said, read
“Way to go, Ma’am. Show them we’ve got
really beautiful women in the Army.”

Capt. Tyrone Hines, a fellow member of
the 468th Quartermaster Battalion, said
that nearly everyone there had heard
about Stiles’ success on the show — al-
though he said he hadn’t watched it — and
that most everyone found her quite fortu-
nate and wished her well. Stiles’ command-
er could not be reached for comment.

Stiles said she doesn’t know if people in
her unit will treat her differently now.

“My military record and the way I con-
duct myself is going to speak for itself,” she
said. “I won’t be wearing false eyelashes. I
won’t be so glamorous.”

Well, maybe, maybe not. Stiles has about
seven years before retirement from the Re-
serves, and she said she’s happy as a quar-
termaster. “Beans and bullets: the Army
can’t do without them.”

Still, what she’d really love to do is go on
a USO tour, she said. Most women on USO
tours, such as Ann-Margret, tend to glam it
up.

Said Stiles, “I know what it’s like to be de-
ployed, to have these outrageous hardships
and just have it be your life.”

“I’d love to meet the commander in
chief,” she added. “Do you think it would
be inappropriate to hug the president?”

Reservist endures emotional journey to be crowned Fox’s ‘The Swan’

Army transformation takes glamorous turn

Photo courtesy DeLisa Stiles

Stiles before her makeover. Now physically
transformed after multiple cosmetic surger-
ies, Stiles says, “I feel like I look the way I
always should have looked.”

Courtesy of Fox

Amanda Byram, left, crowns Capt. DeLisa Stiles as “The Swan” on the second-season
finale of Fox’s reality television series on Dec. 20, 2004. After months of grueling
surgeries and a divorce, Stiles left the pageant with $300,000 in cash and prizes.
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Proposed landing field

RALEIGH, N.C. — The
Navy said Friday it has con-
demned a tract of land that
completes the central parcel
needed to build a jet landing
field in eastern North Caroli-
na.

The newly condemned land
— some 1,572 acres owned by
the McMullen estate, accord-
ing to Navy spokesman Ted
Brown — would be added to
approximately 1,100 acres the
Navy already has acquired for
$3.7 million.

The Navy’s action came
Wednesday, about nine days
after a federal appeals court
overturned a lower court
judge’s injunction that had
stopped all Navy work on the
outlying landing field (OLF)
project. The injunction had
been issued in a lawsuit filed
by landing field opponents; a
hearing in that case is sched-
uled for next week.

Brown said Navy agents con-
sulted with Harry McMullen
III, trustee for the estate, be-
fore condemning the land.
With the move, the spokesman
said, “the Navy has now com-
pleted purchase of land com-
posing the majority of the core
area.”

An opponent of the field said
Friday that the Navy’s action
shocked local residents, com-
ing just days after U.S. Rep.
G.K. Butterfield asked the
Navy to hold off on land acqui-
sition while anti-OLF lawsuits
are resolved.

From The Associated Press

BY SANDRA JONTZ

Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — Italian employees who
work on U.S. military bases throughout Italy
have planned for three nationwide strikes in
the coming weeks to protest the labor agree-
ment being negotiated between U.S. and
union officials.

Italian nationals who work at U.S. Army,
Air Force and Navy bases throughout the Med-
iterranean peninsula have planned for strikes,
from 8 a.m. until noon, on three Fridays: Jan.
21, Jan. 28, and Feb. 4, officials said.

As of Friday afternoon, base officials at Vi-
cenza had received a notice that some Italian
employees might observe a work stoppage on
Jan. 21. The base had not received notice of ac-
tion on any other dates.

Italian workers at Camp Darby were to
meet later Friday and base officials there had
heard no official word on any potential strike.

At issue are details of the renewal of the
Condition of Employment, which governs all
aspects of employment service of the roughly
4,400 local nationals on U.S. military facilities
in Italy, said Al Spinelli, director of the
Human Resources Office at Naval Support Ac-
tivity, Naples, and Mario Piovesan, a spokes-
man for FISASCAT-CISL, one of the two Ital-
ian unions. UILTUCS-UIL is the other union.
Nationwide, the two unions represent about 6
million Italian workers.

Disagreements between U.S. officials and
representatives of the two labor unions, the
sole two to represent Italians who work on

U.S. bases, are numerous, and range from ben-
efits and pension packages to working condi-
tions in old buildings on some bases, Piovesan
said.

However, at the forefront of the discord are
what the unions say are substandard pension
plans; rumors of layoffs of 122 employees who
work at Navy bases in Sicily, Naples, and at La
Maddalena; and employees who perform man-
agerial jobs but are not recognized as manag-
ers and thus are not paid managerial salaries,
Piovesan said.

Navy officials have been reviewing local na-
tional and federal civilian positions through-
out Europe, and job cuts are expected at some
point, though no time line has been set or spe-
cific jobs identified, Lt. Cmdr. Lisa Braun,
spokeswoman for Navy Region Europe, said
in December.

Officials will try to minimize the number of

people laid off by cutting jobs held by workers
finishing contracts or retiring, she had said.

Strikes are customary in Italian culture and
happen quite frequently.

“We’re ready for the possibility that it could
be widespread,” said Capt. Dave Frederick,
commander of NSA Naples.

“Italians have the right to strike and we re-
spect that right.”

All workers can strike, including employees
in critical jobs such as firefighters, Frederick
said. If need be, Frederick said, he can call in
all active-duty firefighters to fill jobs of strik-
ing workers.

Other contingency plans are in place for the
strike, such as rerouting traffic if strikers pro-
test in front of base gates and shifting work-
loads, he said.

The upcoming strikes, however, are sched-
uled for the first four hours of the work day on
the designated Fridays and Frederick said he
doesn’t anticipate too much of a disruption.

U.S. and Italian officials are “nearing” an
agreement on the Condition of Employment,
which is a three-year contract, Spinelli said,
but could provide no date. Officials are em-
broiled in “delicate” talks. This round of nego-
tiations has lasted about 15 months, Spinelli
said, far shorter than talks of the past. One
time, it took three years to come to an agree-
ment, and another took seven years, he said.
However, all previous contracts contain a
clause stating that Italian workers continue
employment under the existing COE until a
new one is signed, he said.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at: jontzs@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Unions to strike over negotiations
Italian employees on U.S. bases plan walkout over contract dispute

We’re ready for the

possibility that it [the

strikes] could be

widespread. Italians

have the right to strike

and we respect

that right.

Capt. Dave Frederick

commander of NSA Naples
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BY SANDRA JONTZ

Stars and Stripes

CASERTA, Italy — It’s not the
Wild West, but crime is high in
Caserta province, home to many
Americans living in the Naples
area and where the Navy’s Gricig-
nano base housing is located.

Important to note, however, is
that Americans aren’t targeted
simply because they’re Ameri-
cans, U.S. and Italian officials
said.

“I’m not overwhelmed every
day by reports of American
homes being burglarized” and
Americans being the victims of
crime, said Deborah Rocco, a spe-
cial agent with the Naval Crimi-
nal Investigative Service at Naval
Support Activity, Naples. “There
is no indication that Americans
are being targeted.”

And if Americans are the unfor-
tunate victims of crime, typically
it’s a crime against property, the
officials said.

About 160 American families
live off base in the province in
towns popular with Americans,
such as Succivo, Aversa, Casal di
Principe and Marcianise.

Of Italy’s
108 provinc-
es, Caserta
routinely
ranks in the
daily top 10
of arrests
made, which
can be
linked direct-
ly to the high
number of
crimes being
committed,
said Col. Car-
melo Burgio, provincial com-
mander of the Caserta cara-
binieri station.

To put that statistic into per-
spective, a portion of Tuesday’s
national police blotter of arrests
read as follows: Police in the prov-
ince of Rome, which includes the
capital’s suburbs and boasts a
population of 3.6 million people,
netted 34 arrests; the southern
province of Bari, with a popula-
tion of 1.5 million, reported eight
arrests; the province of Naples,

with 3 million population, report-
ed six arrests; and Caserta, with
900,000 people, logged four ar-
rests.

Burgio said crime in Caserta
province could be simplified into
two categories: organized crime
and everything else. Residents’
biggest threats are “petty
crimes” such as break-ins, stolen
cars, or Gypsies slipping hands
into pockets and purses to steal
wallets, he said.

Several factors contribute to
the high crime rate, including the
easy and speedy highway access
from downtown Naples for drug
traffickers, a high unemployment
rate, and the high number of ille-
gal immigrants who can’t find
work and resort to petty crimes,
Burgio said.

Crooks go after soft and vulnera-
ble targets, Rocco said, along with
targets of opportunity. She said
common sense goes a long, long
way toward protecting oneself.

Home protection tips

Americans living on the econo-
my can protect their homes by ei-
ther installing protective mea-
sures themselves — if not already
available — or trying to persuade

their landlords to do so, Burgio
said.

“The best protection is physical
protection,” Burgio said. Three of
the best are protective bars on
windows, armored doors and
strong locks. Many renters and
Italian owners lean toward install-
ing an alarm system that is linked
directly through phone lines to
local police and carabinieri sta-
tions. When tripped, it sends an
automatic emergency message.

Landlords often are receptive
to installing protective devices
since they increase the value of
homes and attract American rent-
ers, Burgio said.

When traveling, it’s best to
make the home looked lived in, he
said, by keeping a light on or hav-
ing a friend stop by every so often.

Tips for shoppers

When out on the town, don’t
draw attention to yourself by
showing off lots of cash or wear-
ing flashy or expensive jewelry,
he said. If shopping and you need
to carry cash, store small
amounts in various pockets to
avoid pulling out a large wad. If
women can avoid carrying a
purse, that’s best; otherwise,

make sure the purse fits snugly
under an arm.

“[To criminals, victims] are no
different, whether they are Amer-
ican or Italian,” Burgio said.
“[Some criminals] need money
for drugs and when they see tar-
gets, they attack.”

Protecting vehicles

Southern Italians, particularly
Neapolitans, are notorious for pro-
tecting their vehicles from theft by
installing devices such as alarms
and steering column blocks.

An ironic twist is that the pro-
tection helped contribute to the in-
creased number of carjackings,
Burgio said.

Since it’s more difficult for
thieves to steal a protected
parked car, they’ve resorted to
taking them when protective de-
vices aren’t in use — when the
driver is behind the wheel.

To avoid carjackings, motorists
always should drive with their
doors locked, shut off the engine
and take keys with them when
leaving the vehicle, and drive to a

safe and well-lighted area if they
believe they’ve been involved in a
minor traffic collision. Carjack-
ers routinely fake a crash to get
the driver to step out of their vehi-
cles, officials have reported.

If approached by a carjacker,
hand over the keys, Burgio strong-
ly urged.

“They … are likely to use vio-
lence and they are able to kill,” he
said.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:

jontzs@stripes.osd.mil

BY RON JENSEN

Stars and Stripes

RAF MILDENHALL, England — Within
three months, background checks that
began 18 months ago on every non-Ameri-
can employee and contractor with access
to U.S. bases in the United Kingdom will
be complete.

The effort, however, has forced some
people from their jobs.

Capt. Justin White, chief of security forc-
es for Third Air Force at RAF Mildenhall,
said the checks being done for the Air
Force by the Ministry of Defence vetting of-
fice began in June 2003. They are being
done to comply with Department of De-
fense and Air Force regulations put in
place five years ago, but ignored in En-
gland for more than three years.

“It’s taken this long to get it enforced,”
he said.

A definite deadline of Jan. 3, 2005, was
set for compliance after several deadlines
had been pushed back.

Since that date, any non-American
whose background check has not been com-
pleted has required an escort while on U.S.
Air Force bases in the United Kingdom or
been prevented from entering. It doesn’t
matter how long they’ve worked on the
base or had access to it.

Eleonora Rodriquez, a Philippine citizen
who has worked as a housekeeper for
100th Services Squadron at RAF Milden-
hall for 13 months, was told last week she
would lose her job.

So was South African Sunell Tarver, who
has been a housekeeper for 10 months and
is married to Senior Airman Edward Tarv-
er, who is stationed at RAF Mildenhall.

“I just don’t understand why,” Tarver
said Thursday.

Rodriquez had the same reaction.

“I thought they would just renew [my
base pass],” she said.

White said workers like these two
women lose their jobs because the U.K.
government does not have agreements for
background checks with their home coun-
tries.

“If [Ministry of Defence] cannot do a
check, they cannot do an investigation,”
White said, “which means [the person] can-
not be employed.”

Master Sgt. James Maher, who works in
the security policy office for Third Air
Force, said Tarver would maintain access
to the base as a military dependent. But, he
said, she won’t be allowed to work.

“There’s a difference between installa-
tion access [and the ability to hold a job],”
he said.

White said the DOD and Air Force re-
quirements are five years old. In Germany,
for example, the checks were done immedi-
ately.

For some reason — and White and
Maher said they weren’t here to know —
the checks were not done in the United
Kingdom.

Finally, in June 2003, Third Air Force
asked the Defence Ministry to do checks on
people who are not Americans, but have ac-
cess to the bases. Originally, a deadline of
September 2003 was set.

“We realized that was a little bit unrealis-
tic,” White said.

There was a backlog of thousands of
checks to be made. Finally, after several
other deadlines passed, the Jan. 3 date was
set as firm.

“It was a line in the sand,” he said.
With that announcement made, the appli-

cations began flowing in from commands
and units across the United Kingdom.
White said 250 or more a month were
being sent in and passed to the ministry’s
vetting office, which is paid by the Air
Force to do the checks.

In that time, thousands of people have
been approved and are now equipped with
the proper U.S. Air Forces in Europe pass
required for base entry. Some, however,
have lost their jobs.

The checks are now part of an applica-
tion for a non-American seeking work on
the base or access as a contractor.

But, White said, the ministry is still
catching up on the overlooked checks, an
effort that might be completed in 90 days.

“The backlog,” he said, “should be
gone.”

Burgio

Security checks at bases in UK near completion

Crime rates near Gricignano housing keep Americans on alert
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Navy to choose builder of next Marine One

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon gave the Navy the green light
Thursday to choose a company to build the next presidential helicopter
fleet. A final selection is expected after stock markets close on Jan. 28.

The Navy will determine whether Maryland-based Lockheed
Martin Corp. or Connecticut-based Sikorsky Aircraft Corp. will sup-
ply the next Marine One, the highly visible aircraft that shuttles the
president on short trips.

Winning the $1.6 billion contract for 23 aircraft won’t make or
break Lockheed or Sikorsky parent United Technologies Corp.,
both industry giants. But the contract has become a bellwether of
competing interests: the outsourcing of American jobs versus how
open the U.S. military market is to foreign contractors.

British Prime Minister Tony Blair and Italian Prime Minister Sil-
vio Berlusconi are among those who have lobbied President Bush to
choose Lockheed’s US101, which is based on a British-Italian
AgustaWestland aircraft, now owned by Finmeccanica.

From The Associated Press

The Associated Press

WEST JORDAN, Utah — A Ma-
rine who was declared a deserter
days before military court pro-
ceedings stemming from an earli-
er disappearance from Iraq has
been placed on a list of “most
wanted” fugitives.

A mug shot of Marine Cpl.
Wassef Ali Hassoun appeared this
week on a Navy criminal justice
Web site,
which claims
the missing
corporal now
uses the alias
“Jafar.” His
placement
on the Navy
list puts him
among a se-
lect group of
fugitives,
some of
whom are
being hunted
on allegations of terrorism, mur-
der, conspiracy to commit mur-
der, indecent assault and rape.

Military officials say they have
no information about the 24-
year-old man’s whereabouts, and
have been unable to confirm news
reports that Hassoun was in Cana-
da or Lebanon. Officials at his
base at Camp Lejeune, N.C., did

not immediately return a message
left after hours seeking comment.

Military officials say that Has-
soun has no passport. And Moha-
mad Hassoun, a brother, con-
firmed reports from Lebanese
government officials that the Ma-
rine is not allowed back in that
country.

Hassoun’s family has said they
last heard from him Dec. 29.

When he failed to arrive at his
base in Camp Lejeune, N.C., by
Jan. 5, Hassoun was declared a
deserter for a second time.

Hassoun was an Arabic transla-
tor for the military when he first
disappeared from his post in Iraq
last summer. He later surfaced in
Lebanon where he claimed he
had been kidnapped. Al-Jazeera
Television showed video of Has-
soun blindfolded.

A five-month investigation by
the Navy found that Hassoun had
stolen a Humvee and fled his
camp near Fallujah. On Thurs-
day, a pre-trial hearing on charg-
es of desertion and theft was post-
poned because Hassoun remains
missing.

Hassoun is a Muslim with citi-
zenship in both the United States
and Lebanon.

Family members in both Utah
and Lebanon have called on the
corporal to surrender.

BY LEO SHANE III

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Georgia officials will
bar First Command Financial Planning
from selling any insurance products for 90
days for what it says is a warning not to vic-
timize military personnel again, according
to the state’s insurance commissioner.

“Whenever we’re talking about taking
advantage of our men and women in uni-
form, you’ve got to be pre-emptive and
send a strong signal,” Commissioner John
W. Oxendine said this week. “We’re say-
ing, ‘When you sell insurance in Georgia,
you’re not going to hurt our military.’ ”

The three-month suspension comes
weeks after First Command agreed to
pay an $8 million fine and refund about
$4 million to customers who bought cer-
tain mutual funds from the firm between
1999 and 2004. Company officials did not

admit to, or deny, the charges.
Federal regulators said they had found

company salespeople misled military per-
sonnel about costs and returns in First Com-
mand’s systematic investment plans. The
company has
since stopped of-
fering the funds.

The ruling did
not involve any
of the firm’s in-
surance prod-
ucts, but Oxend-
ine said it did
raise concerns
among officials
in his depart-
ment that the
company may have taken advantage of mil-
itary personnel in other sales practices.

“This is a concerted effort to protect our
soldiers, and to make sure [First Com-
mand] cleans up their act,” he said.

The suspension is scheduled to begin
Feb. 1, and the company will be put on pro-
bation by the state for one year after that.
First Command officials said they will ap-
peal the decision.

“We are un-
aware that
there has been
any client or reg-
ulatory com-
plaints regard-
ing our insur-
ance sales in the
state of Geor-
gia,” company
spokesman Paul
Cozby said in a
statement. “No

negative assertions were made by [federal
regulators] regarding our insurance busi-
ness.

“We applaud the efforts of any regulato-
ry body to protect the interests of our ser-

vicemen and women. We look forward to
discussing this matter with Georgia insur-
ance officials and intend to cooperate with
the Georgia department of insurance fully
in resolving this matter.”

According to SEC estimates, about 40
percent of the current active duty general
officers, about one-third of the commis-
sioned officers, and about 16 percent of
noncommissioned officers are customers
of First Command. The firm’s client total is
just under 300,000, and the majority of its
sales agents are retired military officers.

Last week, Georgia insurance officials
announced American-Amicable Life Insur-
ance will pay about $1.3 million to more
than 900 Georgia servicemembers who
were sold policies while in training, which
is prohibited under Department of De-
fense policies and Georgia insurance sales
regulations.

E-mail Leo Shane at: shanel@stripes.osd.mil

Georgia officials suspend First Command
90-day penalty comes after finance company misled military personnel, investigators say

Missing Marine one of
Navy’s ‘most wanted’

Hassoun

This is a concerted effort to

protect our soldiers, and to

make sure [First Command]

cleans up their act.

John W. Oxendine

Georgia insurance commissioner
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BY T.A. BADGER

The Associated Press

FORT HOOD, Texas — Army
Spc. Charles Graner Jr., the sus-
pected ringleader of the Abu Gh-
raib prison abuse, took the stand
for the first time Saturday and
said he was ordered by interroga-
tors to physically mistreat and
sexually humiliate prisoners.

Speaking a day after his convic-
tion for the abuse, Graner de-
scribed himself as a by-the-book
prison guard who was corrupted
by higher-ranking soldiers.

He said he initially resisted
pressure to mistreat prisoners,
but his Army superiors made it
clear to him that he was expected
to obey the commands of the mili-
tary and civilian intelligence
agents who ran his part of Abu
Ghraib.

Graner said a lieutenant in his
unit told him, “If [military intelli-
gence] asks you to do this, it
needs to be done. They’re in
charge, follow their orders.”

Graner, a 36-year-old reservist
from Uniontown, Pa., was convict-
ed Friday of abusing Iraqi detain-
ees in a case that sparked interna-
tional outrage when photographs
were released that showed reserv-
ists smiling and laughing as they
humiliated prisoners.

He did not testify during the
4½-day trial, but took the stand
Saturday as his sentencing hear-
ing resumed.

The first soldier to be
court-martialed in the scandal,
Graner was convicted of all five
charges and faces up to 15 years
behind bars.

Four other soldiers have plead-
ed guilty in the case, and three
others are awaiting trial.

Graner’s verdict came in less
than five hours of deliberations
after a trial in which prosecutors
depicted him as a sadistic soldier
who took great pleasure in seeing

detainees suffer.
“It was for sport, for laughs,”

prosecutor Capt. Chris Graveline
told jurors in his closing argu-
ment Friday.

“What we have here is plain
abuse. There is no justification.”

A jury of four Army officers
and six senior enlisted men reject-
ed Graner’s defense that he was
following orders at Abu Ghraib,
but he revived that rationale Sat-
urday.

He said he now knows that
those orders were unlawful, but
“at the time, my understanding is
that they were [lawful], or I
wouldn’t have done them,” he
said.

Graner spoke for nearly three
hours as an “unsworn statement,”
meaning he was not subjected to
cross-examination by prosecu-
tors.

He finished up his statement
by saying, “I didn’t enjoy what I
did there. ... A lot of it was wrong,
a lot of it was criminal.”

Given the choice between pris-
on time or a dishonorable dis-
charge, he said he’d rather serve
a term behind bars.

“I still want to be a part of the
Army,” he said.

“Do you think you have any-
thing to offer?” asked his lawyer,
Guy Womack.

“I think I do,” Graner respond-
ed.

Labeled the ringleader of a
band of abusive guards at Abu Gh-
raib, Graner admitted “terroriz-
ing” prisoners believed to have
valuable information in order to
soften them up for interrogators.

One of the notorious photo-
graphs that ignited the Abu Gh-
raib scandal shows Graner pre-
paring to punch a hooded detain-
ee, while another shows him smil-
ing while posing behind a pyra-
mid of naked prisoners.

He said the intelligence agents
used a variety of methods to fa-

tigue and stress the prisoner, like
keeping them in isolation, depriv-
ing them of sleep and food, shin-
ing bright lights in their eyes and
yelling and screaming in their
face.

Other photos used as evidence
against Graner showed prisoners
hooded and handcuffed to their
cells, one being led around on a
leash and a group of prisoners
masturbating and simulating oral
sex.

“A lot of the off-the-wall stuff
was from civilian interrogators,
but also some of the craziness
came from a lot of the soldiers
who were the military handlers,”
he said, adding that the photos
were an expression of dark
humor arising from extreme
stress.

Womack asked him why he
was smiling in those photos, some
of which were shown while Gran-

er spoke.

“I’m smiling now, and that’s a
nervous smile,” Graner said.

“There was a lot of things that
we did that were so screwed up, if
you didn’t look at them as funny,
there was no way to deal with it.”

His mother, Irma, who testified

Friday in the sentencing phase,
described her son as a kind and
gentle man who faithfully served
his country.

“He is not the monster he’s
made out to be,” she said quietly.

“In my eyes, he’ll always be a
hero.”

Graner found guilty of Abu Ghraib abuse

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A U.S. military judge convicted an
Army sergeant of murder Friday for the alleged
mercy killing of a severely injured Iraqi teenager,
and sentenced him to a year’s imprisonment.

Staff Sgt. Cardenas J. Alban of Inglewood, Calif.,
is the second soldier convicted of shooting the
wounded 16-year-old as U.S. forces battled an upris-
ing in Baghdad’s Shiite Muslim stronghold of Sadr
City in August.

Witnesses say U.S. soldiers found the teenager in
a burning truck apparently set alight by fighting.

The Americans decided severe burns and abdomi-
nal wounds put the teenager beyond help and that
“the best course of action was to put [the victim] out
of his misery,” a criminal investigator has said.

A judge convicted Alban of murder and conspira-
cy to commit murder during a one-day hearing Fri-
day in Baghdad, the military said in a statement.

He was sentenced to one year’s confinement, de-
motion to private, and a bad-conduct discharge.

Staff Sgt. Johnny M. Horne Jr., also with the Fort
Riley, Kan.-based 41st Infantry regiment, was sen-
tenced in December to three years in prison after
pleading guilty in the same killing.

Separately, Army Capt. Rogelio Maynulet of Chi-
cago faces a Feb. 22 court-martial in Germany for al-
legedly shooting and killing a man who was gravely
wounded when U.S. fighters opened fire on his vehi-
cle last May south of Baghdad.

A fellow officer told a preliminary military hear-
ing that dispatching the wounded man was “the com-
passionate response” on Maynulet’s part.

Rights groups criticize the court-martials for ille-
gal killings of Iraqis, saying the slayings violate in-
ternational law and should be tried as war crimes.

Critics also accuse the U.S. military of hazy train-
ing on the rules of engagement that they say contrib-
utes to the illegal killing of civilians.

Soldier convicted of murder in
shooting of injured Iraqi teen

AP

Army Spc. Charles Graner Jr. walks through a crowd Friday at Fort Hood, Texas, after he was convicted of

abusing Iraqi detainees. Graner, the first soldier to be court-martialed in the scandal, was convicted of all

five charges and faces up to 15 years behind bars.

GI takes stand, says he was
ordered to abuse prisoners
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BY JASON KEYSER

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraqis in two of
the country’s most troubled prov-
inces will be permitted to register
and vote on the day of elections,
the head of Iraq’s electoral com-
mission said Saturday.

Commission Chairman
Abdul-Hussein Hendawi also
said he expected a same-day pre-
liminary vote count. Tallying
final results from the Jan. 30 elec-
tions could take as long as 10
days.

In the face of increasing con-
cerns about security during the
election period, authorities have
agreed to let voters register and
cast ballots on the same day in
Anbar and Ninevah provinces,
Hendawi said.

The two provinces, home to res-
tive cities like Fallujah and
Mosul, have suffered frequent in-
surgent strikes and deadly clash-
es involving U.S. forces, raising
questions about whether voting

will be able to precede in parts of
those areas.

In an apparent bid to head off
car bombings on election day,
Iraqi authorities will restrict the
use of automobiles throughout
the country and will place securi-
ty cordons around polling sta-
tions, a Cabinet minister said Sat-
urday.

Provincial Affairs minister
Waeil Abdel-Latif gave no details
on how cars would be restricted,
but security sources have said au-
thorities are considering banning
the use of private vehicles Jan.
29-31.

Abdel-Latif also pledged that
the government of Prime Minis-
ter Ayad Allawi would provide ad-
equate security for voters, but he
acknowledged that the security
situation in four of the country’s
18 provinces was unstable.

Iraqi security forces will shoul-
der the prime responsibility for
protecting voters on election day,
but the U.S.-led multinational
force will provide support if
asked, Abdel-Latif said.

Some 14 million Iraq residents
are eligible to vote in the election
for a 275-seat legislature that will
run the country, draft a perma-
nent constitution and chose a pres-
ident and prime minister.

Another 1.2 million eligible
Iraqi voters living abroad can
cast ballots in 14 countries, includ-
ing the United States, Iran, Syria,
Britain and Sweden.

A violent intimidation cam-
paign by insurgents has kept

voter registrations light in areas
north and west of the capital. In
particular, rebels have gunned
down election officials and mem-
bers of the U.S.-trained Iraqi forc-
es.

Iraqis wanting to vote in Iraq’s
16 other provinces will have to
register ahead of time, as
planned, Hendawi said.

Meanwhile, a local government
building in the city of Ramadi
was hit with rocket-propelled gre-
nades, and groups of armed men
were seen roaming the streets of
the city, where markets and
shops were shuttered. There was
no immediate word on casualties.

Baghdad University Vice Presi-
dent Nihad Mohammed al-Rawi
escaped an assassination attempt
Saturday by gunmen who fired on
his car in the city’s Jadriyah

neighborhood, security officials
said. One of his bodyguards was
wounded, the officials said on con-
dition of anonymity.

Killings of Iraq’s intellectuals
and professionals were common
after the March 2003 invasion but
had dropped off in recent months.

Also, 15 Iraqi soldiers were still
missing after insurgents pulled
them off a public bus Friday in
the latest assault on Iraqi security
forces. Rebels stopped the bus,
screened its passengers for the
Iraqi security troops and set the
vehicle ablaze.

In another development Satur-
day, the Defense Ministry con-
firmed a report in a major Arabic
daily that an Iraqi woman trained
by members of Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime in Syria tried to as-
sassinate the defense minister
but fainted before carrying out
her mission.

The Associated Press

As of Friday, at least 1,360
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning of
the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
count. At least 1,071 died as a re-
sult of hostile action, the De-
fense Department said. The fig-
ures include three military civil-
ians.

The AP count is two higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated at 10 a.m. Fri-
day.

The British military has re-
ported 76 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 16; Ukraine, 16; Spain, 11;
Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia, three;
Estonia, Thailand and the Neth-
erlands, two each; and Den-
mark, El Salvador, Hungary,
Latvia and Kazakhstan one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,222 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at
least 962 deaths resulting from
hostile action, according to the
military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

� A soldier with the 1st Infan-
try division was killed Thursday
near Mosul.

� A soldier was killed Thurs-
day by a roadside bomb in
Mosul.

� Two Marines were killed
Thursday in Anbar province.

The latest identifications re-
ported by military:

� Marine Lance Cpl. Mat-
thew W. Halloway, 21, Fulton,
Texas, and Marine Lance Cpl.
Juan Rodrigo Rodriguez Velas-
co, 23, El Cenizo, Texas; killed
Thursday in an explosion in
Anbar province; assigned to the
Marine Reserve’s 1st Battalion,
23rd Regiment, 4th Marine Divi-
sion, Corpus Christi, Texas.

� Army Sgt. 1st Class Brian
A. Mack, 36, Phoenix; killed
Thursday in an explosion in
Mosul; assigned to the 3rd Bat-
talion, 21st Infantry Regiment,
25th Infantry Division, Fort
Lewis, Wash.

� Army Pfc. Gunnar D. Beck-
er, 19, Forestburg, S.D.; died
Thursday in Mosul of non-com-
bat injuries; assigned to 2nd Bat-
talion, 63rd Armor Regiment,
1st Infantry Division, Vilseck,
Germany.
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Iraqi volunteers paste electoral posters at a wall in Baghdad on Saturday.
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BY MOHAMMED

DARAGHMEH

The Associated Press

RAMALLAH, West Bank —
Mahmoud Abbas was sworn in as
Palestinian Authority president on
Saturday and started his job with
two crises: Israel cut contacts with
him until he reins in militants and
46 election officials resigned amid
allegations of irregularities in the
vote that brought Abbas to power.

In the Gaza Strip, seven Pales-
tinians were killed by Israeli
army fire in two separate inci-
dents Saturday, two days after
Palestinian militants killed six Is-
raeli civilians at a Gaza cargo
crossing. The renewed violence
dampened expectations — that
had been fanned by the election
victory of the moderate Abbas —
that the two sides could break out
of their deadlock after more than
four years of fighting.

In his inaugural speech in Ra-
mallah, Abbas said he extends his
hand in peace to Israel, called for
a cease-fire and said he was com-
mitted to the U.S.-backed “road
map” peace plan.

However, he made no direct
mention of how he would deal
with the militants — the most
pressing item on his agenda.
Abbas only said he would enforce
the rule of law and “deepen the di-
alogue” with various Palestinian
factions, an apparent reference to
his attempt to negotiate a
cease-fire with militants.

Abbas did not refer to Israel’s
decision to suspend contacts until
he takes action against the armed
groups. Israel announced the boy-
cott Friday, in response to the at-
tack on the Gaza crossing, with
one Israeli official saying the gun-
men had apparently set out from
a Palestinian Authority base.

Israeli officials welcomed Ab-
bas’ call to end violence, but said
he must translate that into action.

Abbas struck a largely concilia-
tory tone Saturday, saying Israe-
lis and Palestinians are “destined
to live side by side and to share
this land.” He condemned all vio-
lence, including the Gaza attack.

The Associated Press

MECCA, Saudi Arabia — Pilgrims
streaming into Islam’s holy city for the an-
nual hajj prayed for the 157,000 people
killed in last month’s tsunami that devastat-
ed South Asia, asking God to give survivors
the courage to cope.

The tragedy weighed heavy as the spiri-
tual journey geared up.

Indonesia — the world’s most populous
Muslim nation with 220 million people —
was hit hardest by the natural disaster, but
200,000 Indonesians, the country’s quota,
still were expected in Mecca.

One Indonesian man spoke of his surprise
over the dozens of strangers who noticed his
nationality printed on the pouch around his
neck and approached to offer condolences
for the more than 100,000 Indonesians who
died Dec. 26. Another Indonesian found a
quiet spot to pray for a lost friend.

Mohamed Saleh, a teacher from Jakarta,
stood outside the city’s Grand Mosque and
prayed, his hands raised and his eyes filled
with tears.

“I have lost a friend in the tsunami, and I
pray for him and the souls of all those that
have perished,” said Saleh, 50. “I pray that
God will mend broken hearts and give
them courage to overcome the grief.”

RAMALLAH, West Bank —
Forty-six members of the Pal-
estinian election commission,
including top managers, re-
signed Saturday, saying they
were pressured by Mahmoud
Abbas’ campaign and intelli-
gence officials to abruptly
change voting procedures dur-
ing the Jan. 9 presidential poll.

Two senior members of the
commission, Ammar Dwaik
and Baha al-Bakri, resigned
early Saturday, and officials
later said 44 more members re-
signed. Six top election offi-
cials were among those who re-
signed.

The resignations raised
questions about the election
that gave Abbas an overwhelm-
ing victory with 62.3 percent,
though the officials who quit
said the alleged irregularities
did not fundamentally affect
the final vote tally.

“This proves that what hap-
pened is very serious and it
must not happen again,” said
Dwaik, the commission’s depu-
ty chairman.

— The Associated Press

Wolfowitz: Troops to leave
S. Asia as soon as feasible

BY JIM GOMEZ

The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia — The United States is
eager to end its military tsunami relief operation as
soon as Indonesia and other stricken nations are
ready to take over, U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary
Paul Wolfowitz said Saturday.

The U.S. military wants “to try as quickly as we
can to hand over responsibility to others and espe-
cially to the Indonesian government as they’re
ready to take that on,” Wolfowitz said after taking a
helicopter tour of Aceh province’s ravaged coast
and meeting with the country’s military chief, Gen.
Endriartono Sutarto.

A huge earthquake and the tsunami it spawned
killed more than 157,000 people across 11 countries,
triggering an unprecedented global response. The
United States was quick to deploy thousands of
troops to help in the relief effort, and American heli-
copter pilots have made hundreds of flights to deliv-
er aid to Sumatra’s coastal communities.

Still, Indonesia has expressed unease with the
number of foreign troops on its territory as part of
the relief effort and wants them out before the end
of March.

Wolfowitz said the U.S. military role would wind
down by that deadline.

“I would hope that we would not be needed [in the
region] as a military long before March,” he said
during the flight to Asia, according to a transcript of
his remarks released at the Pentagon.

A one-time ambassador to Indonesia, Wolfowitz
said cooperation with Jakarta has been very good.
When asked if it’s possible the tsunami disaster will
help bring reconciliation between the military and
rebels in Aceh, he said that if the reconstruction is a
success, people in Aceh will “see the benefit of
being part of Indonesia.”

The rebels, who want an independent homeland,
have declared a cease-fire, and the government has
said it is pursuing a permanent truce. But there has
been no word on actual peace talks.

IN THE WORLD

Hundreds of thou-

sands of pilgrims

perform Friday

prayers at the

great mosque in

Mecca, Saudi

Arabia, on Friday.

Many pilgrims who

streamed into

Islam’s holy city

for the annual hajj

asked God to give

tsunami survivors

the courage to

cope.

AP

Pilgrims converge in Mecca

46 election
officials quit

Abbas sworn in
as crises mount

AP

U.S. Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz, second from right, arrives Saturday in Banda Aceh,

Indonesia. Wolfowitz said Washington was eager to hand off the control of operations to the affected nations.

Official hopes tsunami missions end ‘long before March’
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BY MELISSA EDDY

The Associated Press

DARMSTADT, Germany —
New, refined pictures from Sat-
urn’s moon Titan released Satur-
day show a pale orange surface
covered by a thin haze of methane
and what appears to be a methane
sea complete with islands and a
mist-shrouded coastline.

Space officials worked through
the night to sharpen the new pho-
tos taken by the space probe Huy-
gens, which snapped the images
Friday as it plunged through Ti-
tan’s atmosphere before landing
by parachute on the surface.

Many scientists at the Europe-
an Space Agency center in Darms-
tadt, Germany, looked tired from
their overnight work but were still
clearly elated about the success-
ful arrival of data from Huygens
the day before — a major triumph
for the European space program.

“The instruments performed
brilliantly,” said John Zarnecki, in

charge of the surface instruments.
“We can’t find a single missing
data frame. The link and the quali-
ty of the data was absolutely su-
perb.”

Officials played back sound
gathered from Huygens’ micro-
phone at the surface — a whoosh-
ing noise they did not identify. But
the center of attention was the pic-
tures.

One shot taken from an altitude
of 10 miles showed dark lines that
suggested stream beds carved by
liquid flowing into a dark area sus-
pected to be a sea of liquid meth-
ane — with light areas in the dark
that could be islands.

“It is almost impossible to resist
speculating that the flat dark mate-
rial is some kind of drainage chan-
nel, that we are seeing some kind
of a shoreline,” said scientist
Marty Tomasko from the Univer-
sity of Arizona, head of the cam-
era team. “We still don’t know if it
has liquid in it.”

Titan’s notorious haze — which
has kept astronomers from get-

ting a better picture through tele-
scopes — is obvious in the two re-
fined images shown Saturday.

An image taken on the surface
shows chunks of what scientists
say looks like water ice scattered
over an orange surface overcast
by methane haze. On Friday, the
chunks were described as boul-
der-sized, but overnight examina-
tion showed they are much small-
er and simply look big because
they are close to Huygens’ cam-
era.

BY RAF CASERT

The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — Trans-
lation costs at the European
Union are set to pass a billion dol-
lars a year as the economic bloc
struggles to accommodate 10 new
members after its expansion into
Eastern Europe and the Baltics,
officials said.

Critics chafe at the sum, but to
many it’s money well spent in
keeping Europe’s quilt of cul-
tures — and national egos — in-
tact.

The 10 new members that
joined in May expanded the EU
to 25 and added nine new languag-
es for a total of 20. Once the many
cross-translation services this re-
quires are at full speed, the over-
all costs will rise to $1.06 billion
per year, from about $720 million
now, according to European Com-
mission documents published Fri-
day.

Interpretation costs may reach
$312 million in 2007, up from
$137 million last year.

Together, funding this unique
system will take almost $2.62 out
of the pocket of every EU citizen
every year. Many EU citizens
have balked at the cost and called
for a drastic reduction in the num-
ber of languages used officially.

The United Nations, with far
more member nations, uses only
six official languages, critics
note. But Europe’s Tower of
Babel is essential, said Ian Ander-
sen, a department head at the Di-
rectorate General for Interpreta-
tion.

“There is no way around it if
you want to work in a community
of law,” he told reporters. When
EU laws are binding on its citi-
zens, they should be able to con-
sult them in their own language.

“It is the democratic right of ev-
eryone who participates in deci-
sion-making to make their point
and to have access to information
on an equal footing,” said Anders-
en, a Dane.

Language rights run even deep-
er than that, say the defenders of
maximal translation: Take Swed-
ish away from the Swedes, or Por-
tuguese from the Portuguese, or
Maltese from the residents of the
Mediterranean island, and you
have taken something essential.

It gets more complicated yet.

Many in Spain are lobbying for
the regional tongues of Catalan,
Basque and Galician to get offi-
cial EU status too. Some seek the
same for Ireland’s Gaelic. Fur-
ther planned expansions of the
bloc could bring in Romanian,
Bulgarian, Turkish and Croatian.

EU set to expend
$1B on translation

ESA/NASA/UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA/AP

This image was returned by the

ESA’s Huygens probe during its

descent to land on Titan.

Images reveal
orange surface
on Saturn moon
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BY RYAN PEARSON

The Associated Press

CORONA, Calif. — Thousands of resi-
dents who were evacuated from the path of
a leaking dam were urged to stay away
through Monday after authorities released
a torrent of water to ease pressure on the
barrier.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on
Friday unleashed more than 10,000 cubic
feet of water per second to relieve pres-
sure on the dam 50 miles southeast of Los
Angeles.

“That’s like a swimming pool every sec-
ond,” Corona Mayor Darrell Talbert said.

The water gushed into the Santa Ana
River, whose banks were deep enough to
handle the flow without flooding, said Lt.
Col. John Guenther, deputy commander of
the corps’ Los Angeles district.

Police evacuated 2,300 people but called
off the mandatory evacuation order late
Friday afternoon. However, they advised
residents not to return until Monday as a
precaution.

The dam problems followed a series of

storms since last week that turned South-
ern California into one big flood zone. The
torrential rain triggered a mudslide in the
tiny town of La Conchita that killed 10 peo-
ple and damaged several homes. In all, 28
people died in the state from the storms.

Residents of La Conchita were allowed
to return to their homes Friday, but it will
take two to four more weeks for water ser-
vice to be restored and two to seven days
for gas and electricity to be turned back
on.

The storms that saturated California
also drenched the Midwest, and rivers in
parts of Indiana, Kentucky and Ohio still
were above flood stage Saturday. The Ohio
River had earlier flooded riverbank roads
and homes in parts of West Virginia.

On Friday, the floodgates at Paducah,
Ky., were closed along the Ohio for the
first time since 1997.

Even though no more rain is expected
for several days, Indiana’s Wabash River
is expected to hit its highest level since Feb-
ruary 1985 this weekend and next week
south of Lafayette, said meteorologist

Chad Omitt at the National Weather Ser-
vice in Indianapolis.

Governors of Ohio and Indiana declared
emergencies in flood areas earlier in the
week, and on Friday Indiana Gov. Mitch
Daniels asked President Bush to declare at
least 64 counties a major federal disaster
area.

In Corona, nearly 1,000 homes in town
and about 100 people from a recreational
vehicle park in an adjoining area were
evacuated, forming a slow caravan of cars
that snaked through the neighborhoods.

At an evacuation center in the high
school gymnasium, Corona officials defend-
ed their decision to evacuate.

Corona Police Chief Richard Gonzales
said seepage at the base of the dam had in-
creased fivefold after it was detected
Thursday evening. The seepage came
from a temporary earthen barrier protect-
ing construction crews who were relocat-
ing outlet channels and raising the dam’s
height by 28 feet.

“I’m sorry if we woke you up, I’m sorry
if we got you out of your home. ... I wasn’t
gonna lose any of you, period,” he said to a
round of applause.

The Associated Press

ANDERSON, Ind. — A magnesium fire at a recy-
cling plant that forced thousands to evacuate their
homes may take days to burn itself out since fire-
fighters have given up trying to extinguish the blaze
themselves.

The fire erupted at the Advanced Magnesium Al-
loys Corp. plant around 5 p.m. Friday, but explo-
sions forced firefighters out less than three hours
later, said police Detective Terry Sollars.

No injuries were reported.
At midmorning Saturday, several dozen fire and

police officers remained posted around the plant,
keeping watch on the fire that had grown consider-
ably smaller overnight but continued to smolder,
Sollars said.

Representatives of the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency were at the scene.

“They’re taking tests of the air quality before they
let anyone back in. We’re not sure when that might
happen,” Sollars said.

Magnesium is a silvery-white, highly flammable
metal. Burning magnesium produces irritating or
toxic fumes and is typically extinguished using dry
sand since water can cause a flare-up or explosion.

“God doesn’t have enough sand in Anderson,”
Fire Chief J.R. Rosencrans said. By 9 p.m. Friday,
he had decided to let the fire burn itself out.

Authorities evacuated 3,000 to 5,000 people from
an area about one mile wide and two miles long that
fell in the path of the smoke, which was carried by
wind at about 5 mph, Sollars said.

BY PAUL FOY

The Associated Press

PARK CITY, Utah — Search-
ers returned to the site of a mas-
sive avalanche near a Utah ski re-
sort on Saturday, hoping to find
the bodies of five people feared
dead under 30 feet of snow.

The rescue effort was halted be-
fore sunset Friday because of con-
cerns over secondary slides, but
avalanche charges were dropped
from helicopters overnight to
make the area safer.

Crews returned around 8 a.m.
to search an area 500 yards wide
outside the boundary of The Can-
yons resort on federal land in the
Wasatch-Cache National Forest.

The exact number of people
caught in the Friday afternoon
slide was not yet known, but Sum-
mit County Sheriff’s Capt. Alan
Siddoway said officials knew of
five unaccounted for skiers and
had descriptions of clothing and
equipment for some of them.

Authorities changed the focus
of the operation from rescue to re-
covery before suspending the
search Friday.

“I think it’s safe to say the odds

of surviving are very, very low,”
Summit County Sheriff Dave Ed-
munds said Friday night.

The area where the avalanche
occurred was marked with a skull
and crossbones to discourage
thrill-seekers. Skier Jess Fleig, a
35-year-old disc jockey, said he
frequents the backcountry but
stayed away from that area Fri-
day.

“What immediately came to
mind is that’s trouble waiting to
happen,” said Fleig, speaking on
a cell phone from a mountaintop.

About 100 search and rescue
workers, rescue dog crews and
members of ski patrols from Sum-
mit County resorts searched the
area for victims, Edmunds said.
The enormity of the slide was un-
derscored when rescuers, work-
ing on 30-degree slopes, found
that their 20-foot probes weren’t
going deep enough into the snow.

Even before Friday, this had al-
ready been one of the deadliest
winters for avalanches in Utah
since records were first kept in
1951. Before Friday, six people
had died in slides; no previous
winter had seen more than six
deaths.

2,300 evacuated from nearby Calif. town; Midwest recovering from rains

Search resumes for five
feared lost in avalanche

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush said
Saturday that Social Security “is on the road
to bankruptcy” and will be unable to pay
promised benefits to future generations,
raising the stakes in a major political battle
with Democrats.

Bush used his weekly radio address to try
to build support for his plan to allow work-
ers to divert part of their Social Security

payroll taxes into private investment ac-
counts. Democrats accuse him of exaggerat-
ing the problem to sell a plan that would
scale back Social Security.

Bush said the cost of fixing the system
grows larger each year, and he quoted So-
cial Security trustees as saying that waiting
just one year would add $600 billion to the
price of a solution.

“If we do not act now, government will
eventually be left with two choices: dramati-

cally reduce benefits or impose a massive
economically ruinous tax increase,” the
president said. According to experts, in the
year 2018 Social Security will start paying
out more in benefits than it collects in pay-
roll taxes. In 2042, it will be able to cover
only about 73 percent of benefits owed, un-
less changes are made.

Democrats countered Bush’s arguments
in their address an hour later. Sen. Debbie
Stabenow of Michigan said her party is wait-

ing for a detailed proposal from Bush. But
she said one White House memo suggests
he wants to cut benefits for future workers
by up to 45 percent.

“The benefit cuts would apply to all se-
niors — even those who choose not to invest
in privatized accounts,” Stabenow contend-
ed.

Social Security does face long-term chal-
lenges, she said, but private investment
isn’t the answer.

Bush says Social Security system headed for bankruptcy

Army engineers help relieve dam pressure

AP

Excess rainwater and a leak from the Prado

Dam threaten to flood this neighborhood in

Corona, Calif. More than 2,000 people

were evacuated Friday from the floodpath.
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A fire at the Advanced Magnesium Alloys Corp. plant,

a magnesium recycling facility in Anderson, Ind.,

spews toxic fumes, forcing authorities to evacuate

several thousand people from their homes Friday.

Fire at recycling
plant has Ind. town
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BY JAMES BROSNAN

Scripps Howard News Service

WASHINGTON — National Se-
curity Adviser Condoleezza Rice,
who in college feared she was des-
tined to play show tunes in a
piano bar, faces a demanding gig
this week before climbing anoth-
er rung up from the segregation
of her childhood in Alabama.

On the eve of President Bush’s
inaugural Thursday, his nominee
for secretary of state is expected to
face tough questions at Senate con-
firmation hearings about her own
credibility and administration poli-
cies in Iraq, where more than
1,300 American soldiers have died.

No one doubts Rice will be con-
firmed by the Senate, but the For-
eign Relations Committee hear-
ings Tuesday and possibly
Wednesday will be a test of her
ability to handle herself on a
stage where she will appear fre-
quently, as well as a chance for
her to expound on Bush’s foreign
policy aims for his second term.

Democrats plan to challenge
Rice in a way they never did with
her predecessor, Colin Powell,
who four years ago breezed
through a 4½-hour hearing.

“I’m going to have a lot of ques-
tions,” said Sen. Russ Feingold,
D-Wis. “It ranges all the way
from how in the world she could
have been persuaded that going
into Iraq was a good idea to some
very specific things on the infor-
mation the president used.”

The committee is loaded with
liberal Democrats, including Sen.
John Kerry, D-Mass., Bush’s foe
in the 2004 election.

Republicans are confident
she’s up for the confrontation.

Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee Chairman Dick Lugar,
R-Ind., said, “I don’t think they
will be contentious. We’ve indicat-
ed to all members they should
have a full opportunity to ask all
the questions.”

As was the case with Bush’s
nominee for attorney general, Al-
berto Gonzales, Rice, 50, is likely
to be acknowledged by senators
from both parties as someone
who achieved great heights in the
face of discrimination.

“I grew up in Birmingham, Ala-
bama, before the civil rights
movement — a place that was
once described, with no exaggera-
tion, as the most thoroughly segre-
gated city in the country,” Rice re-
called at Vanderbilt University
last year.

Rice had one advantage. Her
parents, John and Angelina Rice,
now deceased, were college grad-
uates at a time when few South-
ern blacks got beyond high
school. Her father, a Presbyteri-
an pastor, became dean of Still-
man College and her mother
taught music and science at an
all-black school.

Rice claims she could read
music before she could read
words, but in studying music at
the University of Denver she was
“confronted with the incontrovert-
ible fact that I was good, but not
great.”

A course in international rela-
tions from Czech refugee Josef
Korbel, father of the first woman
secretary of state, Madeleine Al-
bright, put Rice on a new path.
Graduate degrees in internation-
al relations followed from the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame and Uni-
versity of Denver.

Rice served on President
Bush’s national security staff as a
specialist on the Soviet Union and

was provost at Stanford Universi-
ty when his son tapped her to be-
come his foreign policy adviser in
the 2000 campaign.

The hearings are important, ac-
cording to Leon Fuerth, who was
national security adviser to
former Vice President Al Gore.

“How she handles herself
under questioning becomes part
of the first impression everyone
gets of her as secretary of state,”
he said.

Confirmation hearings
may test Rice’s stamina National

Security Adviser
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Bush seized moment, hasn’t let go
BY CONNIE CASS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Tumultuous times
seem to fit George W. Bush.

His presidency was off to a lackluster
start in its first, quiet months before Sept.
11, 2001. After the terrorists struck, Bush
told the nation, “We have found our mission
and our moment.”

His presidency also found its purpose. He
seized the moment. He grew in stature and
confidence, rising above the gibes about his
intellect and a disputed election, and for a
while became a living symbol of American
resolve. He hasn’t looked back.

Bush’s responses to the attacks — declar-
ing wars against terror at home, in Afghani-
stan and in Iraq — have made him a galva-
nizing and towering figure, not only in the
United States but in the world. Few modern
leaders have so shaped history by dint of
their own will.

Now Bush, 58, begins a hard-won second
term ready to focus more of that will on re-
shaping America. He is determined to
“transform” — one of his favorite words —
Social Security, the income tax code, the
civil justice system and more.

Let history settle whether Bush was in-
deed the right man for the times, whether
he acted with necessary boldness or brashly

overreached. Either way, the times have
been surprisingly right for Bush the man.

“Crisis is suited to his personality,” said
Erwin C. Hargrove, Vanderbilt University
professor emeritus of political science. “He
likes to rise to the challenge.”

Bush has made hay of low expectations
ever since the days when then-Gov. Ann Ri-
chards of Texas dismissed her upstart chal-
lenger as a “shrub.”

Former President Clinton calls Bush’s
habit of allowing himself to be underestimat-
ed “this little shtick.” As family friend Doug
Wead puts it, “If they think you’re dumb,
good!”

In contrast to Clinton, Bush doesn’t read
long memos, display a thirst for detail or
stay up late debating the subtleties of poli-
cy. He’s more like Reagan, laying out stead-
fast principles and big goals and letting oth-
ers work out the details.

“He doesn’t talk things to death,” said
former aide and longtime friend Joe All-
baugh. Another friend and aide, Clay
Johnson, said, “He’s not a fretter.”

Detractors see a glib arrogance un-
matched by intellect or accomplishments:
All hat, no cattle, in Texas terms.

Bush says what looks like swagger is sim-
ply the natural product of his West Texas
boyhood. In contrast with his father’s
blue-blooded presidential style, the son will
never be plagued by “the wimp factor.”

“George Bush has by temperament and
by strategy decided to be a much more ag-
gressive president,” Hargrove said.

Polls say half the public disapproves of
his presidency, yet Bush plans “big things”
for his final term.

And why not? In a first term won by the
narrowest of margins, he snubbed the Unit-
ed Nations and European allies with his war
in Iraq, muscled through Congress a bill
that expanded the federal government’s
role in education, and won three major tax
cuts.

He’s grayer, a bit more wrinkled, a few
pounds heavier, but the office hasn’t aged
Bush as it does some. Friends say he’s
changed remarkably little.

Known for his discipline, Bush is likely to
keep his daily routine for four more years:
reading about 60 pages of daily briefing ma-
terial before turning in early, up around
5:30 a.m. to study the Bible, heading into the
Oval Office in suit and tie around 7 a.m.,
daily exercise to stay fit.

Expect him to start meetings on time, or
even early; offer sharp looks and tart words
to any staffer foolish enough to arrive unpre-
pared; lighten the tension with wit.

Friends say Bush relishes the job.

“Even in times that have been extremely
difficult,” said Texas buddy Charlie Young-
er, “he wakes up every morning happy that
he’s the president of the United States.”

Do you know the President?

WASHINGTON — A president, a hus-
band, a father and a sports fan — those
are the basic facts most Americans
could tell you about George W. Bush.
Here’s a quiz to find out how much you
know:

1. What is Bush’s nickname?
2. What does the W. stand for?
3. What has Bush banned from the

Oval Office?
4. What three states has Bush never

visited during his time as president?
5. What state has Bush visited the

most? Second most?
6. The president has hosted just four

state dinners at the White House. What
world leaders received this rare trib-
ute?

7. What was Bush’s favorite movie of
2004? Top flick in 2000?

ANSWERS:
1. Bush’s nickname is Bushie — the

same nickname he has given his wife.
2. The W. stands for Walker.
3. The president has banned jeans in

the Oval Office, but he often wears cow-
boy boots with his suits when meeting
with foreign leaders.

4. Idaho, Vermont and Rhode Island.
5. Bush has visited Pennsylvania 44

times — all before he lost the state on
Nov. 2.

6. Earning a state dinner have been
the leaders of Mexico, Poland, the Phil-
ippines and Kenya.

7. His favorite movie was “Friday
Night Lights,” a look at Texas high
school football.

BY DARLENE SUPERVILLE

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Look for
first lady Laura Bush to get
around more in a second term.

After four years of focus on
early childhood education — read-
ing to youngsters, visiting schools
and recruiting new teachers —
she’s now talking about working
with substance-abusing juvenile
delinquents as well.

There’ll be the customary trav-
el to Europe and other stops on
her husband’s itinerary, but she
longs to set foot in places off the
beaten path, such as Afghanistan
— she is an advocate for women’s
rights there — and Iraq, where
her husband went in 2003.

Those efforts could help make
up for a first term that was over-
shadowed by outside events and
defined at the outset by her politi-
cal inhibitions.

Mrs. Bush was on Capitol Hill
to make her debut before Con-
gress testifying about early child-
hood learning when terrorists
struck on Sept. 11, 2001. In Febru-
ary 2003, she canceled a literary
symposium after learning some
poets planned to use the White
House event to protest the com-
ing war in Iraq.

In last year’s campaign, Presi-
dent Bush often told audiences he
should be re-elected “so Laura
Bush will be the first lady for four
more years.”

Wish granted, Mrs. Bush can
be expected to step out more in
the second term, especially as the
president tackles some conten-
tious domestic issues, said histori-
an Robert Watson.

“She’s a reassuring presence
next to him,” said Watson, a spe-
cialist on first ladies who teaches
at Florida Atlantic University.
“She reinforces that image that
he’s trying to project.”

Though politics may have re-
quired it, she campaigned exten-
sively on her own and was a popu-
lar draw, even more than her hus-
band.

In speeches around the coun-
try, Mrs. Bush defended the presi-
dent from criticism over his edu-
cation law, response to the terror-
ist attacks and pursuit of war in
Iraq. She even stepped into the
thorny debate over federal fund-
ing for embryonic stem-cell re-
search.

Her address at the Republican
convention marked a rare foray
into foreign and domestic policy
by a first lady. More than half the
speech dealt with the wars in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq.

First lady may get more
of second-term spotlight

AP

First lady Laura Bush arrives on

stage for a Presidential Inaugural

Ball at the Marriott Wardman Park

Hotel in Washington in 2001. She

may play a larger role in her

husband’s second term.

PAGE 16 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · Sunday, January 16, 2005



BY CHARLES ODUM

The Associated Press

CANTON, Ga. — Christmas is still going
strong for 14-year-old Nick Waters.

When the boy’s church asked what he
wanted for Christmas, Nick, who cannot
talk and was born with no arms, slowly
typed his reply with his feet: Lots of Christ-
mas cards. Ten thousand of them.

More than two weeks after Christmas,
he has more than 130,000 cards — and
they are still coming. They line the halls at
his home, along with the living room, and
the kitchen, and every other room in the
house.

“To see him the month of December, it
was like a different child. His color looks
good. It was the best Christmas ever,” said
Nick’s mother, Penny Waters.

Nick has Holt-Oram Syndrome, a rare,
inherited disorder that causes heart abnor-
malities and birth defects of the hands and
arms.

This was the first Christmas in several
years that Nick did not spend in a hospital,
and no one in his family wants the season
to end.

Friends and church members help han-
dle all the mail. Each day, they form a cir-
cle in the living room with Nick in the mid-
dle, taking delight as envelopes are opened
and each card is read.

Unopened cards are stacked waist-high
in postal bins in the dining room, a closet
and the garage.

As the cards poured in, Nick’s family —
including father, Charles, and sisters
Tabitha, 19, and Kasey, 13 — filled in a
map, marking each state where a card had
been mailed from. South Dakota and Alas-
ka were the last postmarks to pass through
the door.

Cards also have come from Ethiopia, Is-
rael, Hong Kong, the Netherlands, Ireland,
Australia and Canada.

Nick also received a package from the Se-
cret Service, with photos of President
Bush, Air Force One and White House pets
Barney and Willie. He has cards from the
Wake Forest basketball team, the NBA’s
Orlando Magic, the University of Georgia,
Miss Utah and Elvis, who confided to Nick
he is still alive and in hiding.

“He’s probably touched more lives in a
month than we’ll touch in a lifetime,” said
Darrell Cheek, a Sunday school teacher at
First Baptist Church in Woodstock who
helped organized the effort along with
members of Faith Baptist in nearby Ball
Ground.

Church groups spread word of Nick’s re-
quest through the Internet.

“He could have asked for anything,” his
mother said. “He could have asked for a

swimming pool. He just wanted cards and
mail.”

Those close to Nick say the cards helped
ease his pain. Nick has spent other recent
Christmas seasons in the hospital, fighting
infections and complications following spi-
nal surgery in 2000.

“This is probably the happiest I’ve seen
him in four years,” said Debbie Brineman,
a specialist who has worked with Nick for
seven years.

You can find out how to get in touch with
Nick on the Web at nickwaters.home.mind
spring.com

Christmas cards deliver holiday healing

AP

Surrounded by walls covered with cards, 14-year-old Nick Waters, left, listens as his

sister Tabitha reads a Christmas card to him at their home in Canton, Ga., last week.

Nick’s other sister, Kasey, center, looks on.

Sick boy’s wish comes true 130,000 times

BY LINDA A. JOHNSON

The Associated Press

They’re in training to save
lives, but medical interns some-
times threaten them: Lack of
sleep from very long hospital
shifts can make young doctors be-
hind the wheel as dangerous as
drunks, researchers found.

Doctors in training were more
than twice as likely to get in a car
crash while driving home after
working 24 hours or longer, com-
pared with when they worked
shorter shifts, according to a
study by Harvard Medical School
researchers.

The study also found that after
extended shifts, young doctors
were about six times more likely
to report a near-miss accident
and that they sometimes fell
asleep while driving.

“A lot of the lay public doesn’t
realize that twice a week most
young doctors in this country are
forced by hospitals to work these
marathon shifts of 30 hours in a
row,” said senior researcher Dr.
Charles A. Czeisler, professor of
sleep medicine at Harvard Medi-
cal School and head of sleep medi-
cine at Brigham and Women’s
Hospital in Boston.

“If they’re going to require
these trainees to work such long
hours, they should at least pro-
vide them with transportation
home.”

The study, reported in Thurs-
day’s New England Journal of
Medicine, was done by some of
the same Harvard Medical
School researchers who just last
fall reported that sleep-deprived
doctors made one-third more

medical errors during their many
long shifts, compared with short-
er ones.

The new study included month-
ly surveys the researchers collect-
ed from 2,737 first-year interns in
hospitals around the country from
April 2002 through May 2003.
More than two-thirds of the drow-
sy doctors drove home from work.

The data, including police acci-
dent reports, showed that each ex-
tended work shift per month in-
creased chances of a car crash by
16 percent while commuting
home and raised the risk of any
crash by 9 percent.

The researchers found the doc-
tors worked on-call shifts averag-
ing 32 hours in which they were
lucky to grab a few hours’ sleep,
and about half worked from 81 to
140 hours per week.

An accompanying editorial by
traffic safety consultant C. Den-
nis Wylie of Santa Barbara, Calif.,
noted the increased accident risk
for interns after an extended
work shift roughly corresponds to
the impairment of a driver with a
blood alcohol level of 0.06 to 0.09
percent. The legal limit is 0.08 for
drivers in most states.

In July 2003, just after this
study concluded, the Accredita-
tion Council for Graduate Medi-
cal Education set standards limit-
ing interns’ duty hours.

They now are limited to 80
hours per week and no more than
three on-call shifts a week, both
averaged over four weeks. In-
terns can work up to 24 straight
hours, plus up to six additional
hours for educational activities,
and must get one day off per
week on average.

Study: Drowsy doctors
as dangerous as drunks
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 47 37
Bahrain 67 61
Beijing 42 15
Beirut 62 50
Bermuda 74 55
Caracas 72 54
Helsinki 29 24
Hong Kong 57 54
Lisbon 58 51

HI LO
Manila 83 64
Mexico City 66 39
Montreal 18 0
Riyadh 70 53
Rio de. Jan 90 72
Seoul  32 16
Sofia  29 15
Sydney 82 54
Tokyo 54 32

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 79 65
Dakar  75 63
Freetown 89 73
Kinshasa 88 72

HI LO
Mogadishu 88 74
Nairobi 82 56
Rabat   63 47
Tripoli 49 46

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 45 26 PCldy
Akron,Ohio 20 7 Snow
Albany,N.Y. 29 12 Cldy
Albuquerque 53 29 PCldy
Amarillo 37 20 PCldy
Anchorage 12 24 Clr
Asheville 45 21 PCldy
Atlanta 51 25 PCldy
Austin 53 23 Clr
Baltimore 33 18 PCldy
Baton Rouge 57 31 Clr
Billings 21 17 Cldy
Birmingham 47 25 Clr
Bismarck 1 -19 Clr
Boise 41 32 Snow
Boston 31 22 Snow
Bridgeport 33 21 Cldy
Brownsville 65 43 Clr
Buffalo 21 13 Snow
Burlington,Vt. 19 11 Snow
Caribou,Maine 15 -1 Clr
Casper 30 17 Cldy
Charleston,S.C. 53 31 PCldy
Charleston,W.Va. 31 14 Snow
Charlotte,N.C. 49 23 Clr
Chattanooga 46 23 PCldy
Cheyenne 37 21 Cldy
Chicago 10 -4 Clr
Cincinnati 25 7 Cldy
Cleveland 19 9 Snow
Colorado Springs 36 12 Cldy

Columbia,S.C. 55 28 PCldy
Columbus,Ga. 55 29 PCldy
Columbus,Ohio 22 8 Cldy
Concord,N.H. 28 12 PCldy
Corpus Christi 60 38 Clr
Dallas-Ft Worth 45 26 Clr
Dayton 22 6 Cldy
Daytona Beach 65 45 Cldy
Denver 34 10 Snow
Des Moines 10 -8 Clr
Detroit 14 7 Snow
Duluth 3 -28 Clr
El Paso 62 33 Clr
Elkins 28 9 Snow
Erie 17 12 Snow
Eugene 49 40 Rain
Evansville 28 12 Cldy
Fargo 9 -25 Clr
Flagstaff 50 21 Clr
Flint 12 3 Snow
Fort Smith 36 21 Clr
Fort Wayne 18 4 Clr
Fresno 48 42 Cldy
Goodland 22 9 Snow
Grand Junction 42 30 Cldy
Grand Rapids 13 6 Clr
Great Falls 15 -1 Snow
Green Bay 4 -9 PCldy
Greensboro,N.C. 45 19 PCldy
Harrisburg 30 16 PCldy
Hartford Spgfld 30 20 Cldy
Helena 11 0 Snow

Honolulu 80 71 PCldy
Houston 57 32 Clr
Huntsville 45 22 Clr
Indianapolis 24 8 Cldy
Jackson,Miss. 47 27 Clr
Jacksonville 59 35 PCldy
Juneau 29 28 Snow
Kansas City 19 6 Clr
Key West 75 66 Cldy
Knoxville 41 19 PCldy
Lake Charles 55 29 PCldy
Lansing 12 5 Clr
Las Vegas 61 42 PCldy
Lexington 30 10 Cldy
Lincoln 10 -4 Clr
Little Rock 41 22 Clr
Los Angeles 73 49 PCldy
Louisville 28 13 Cldy
Lubbock 43 25 PCldy
Macon 54 27 PCldy
Madison 6 -7 Clr
Medford 50 37 Cldy
Memphis 38 21 PCldy
Miami Beach 76 61 PCldy
Midland-Odessa 48 27 PCldy
Milwaukee 10 -1 Clr
Mpls-St Paul 1 -14 Clr
Mobile 57 28 Clr
Montgomery 55 27 Clr
Nashville 35 17 PCldy
New Orleans 57 37 Clr
New York City 34 24 Cldy

Newark 35 22 Cldy
Norfolk,Va. 41 32 Cldy
North Platte 14 3 Clr
Oklahoma City 32 20 PCldy
Omaha 11 -7 Clr
Orlando 67 46 Cldy
Paducah 30 13 PCldy
Pendleton 37 22 Rain
Peoria 17 2 Clr
Phoenix 74 49 Clr
Pittsburgh 20 9 Snow
Pocatello 31 21 Cldy
Portland,Maine 23 16 PCldy
Portland,Ore. 43 38 Rain
Providence 33 23 Cldy
Pueblo 32 11 Cldy
Raleigh-Durham 48 21 PCldy
Rapid City 12 3 Clr
Reno 41 14 PCldy
Richmond 42 24 PCldy
Roanoke 37 20 PCldy
Rochester 21 15 Snow
Rockford 9 -8 Clr
Sacramento 56 39 PCldy
St Louis 19 6 Clr
St Thomas 83 72 PCldy
Salem,Ore. 48 40 Rain
Salt Lake City 40 27 Cldy
San Angelo 48 28 PCldy
San Antonio 55 28 Clr
San Diego 66 51 PCldy
San Francisco 58 48 Cldy

San Jose 61 46 PCldy

San Juan,P.R. 83 72 PCldy

Santa Fe 49 22 PCldy

St Ste Marie 8 -10 Cldy

Savannah 53 31 PCldy

Seattle 44 38 Rain

Shreveport 49 25 PCldy

Sioux City 5 -9 Clr

Sioux Falls 0 -13 Clr

South Bend 15 5 Clr

Spokane 26 22 Snow

Springfield,Ill. 20 6 PCldy

Springfield,Mo. 27 11 PCldy

Syracuse 21 10 Cldy

Tallahassee 59 30 PCldy

Tampa-St Ptrsbg 66 46 Cldy

Toledo 17 4 Clr

Topeka 21 6 PCldy

Tucson 75 43 Clr

Tulsa 30 21 Clr

Tupelo 42 22 PCldy

Waco 48 28 Clr

Washington,D.C. 34 20 PCldy

W.Palm Beach 73 57 PCldy

Wichita 23 11 Clr

Wichita Falls 40 24 PCldy

Wilkes-Barre 25 16 Snow

Yakima 28 22 Snow

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.
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Moscow
24/15

St. Petersburg
27/18

Kiev
32/15

Bucharest
32/22

Warsaw
31/25

Oslo
40/30

Berlin
37/27

Frankfurt
40/34

Stuttgart
45/30

Prague
34/28

Budapest
33/22

Copenhagen
38/33

Reykjavik
39/26

Dublin
49/41

Ramstein
41/34

Vienna
35/25

Geneva
44/35

Brussels
41/32

Istanbul
48/42

Athens
41/35

Souda Bay
48/43

Sigonella
49/33

Naples
46/32

Rome
46/30

Belgrade
29/18

Sarajevo
39/25

Tirana
40/28

Pristina
39/25

Tuzla
34/23

Aviano
50/30

Pisa
48/37

Paris
45/37

Nice
57/40

Barcelona
56/38

Madrid
52/30

Morón
64/42

Rota
63/48

Lisbon
60/48

Izmir
54/43

London
49/35

Lakenheath
45/32

Stockholm
36/32

Benelux: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
lower 40s. Monday lows in the 30s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy. Highs
in the upper 40s. Monday lows in
the mid-30s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Cloudy with
snow. Highs in the mid to upper 30s.
Monday lows in the lower 20s.

France: Northern France will be part-
ly to mostly cloudy with highs in the
upper 40s, and Sunday lows in the
upper 30s. Southern France will be
mostly cloudy with highs in the upper
50s, and Monday lows in the lower
40s.

Northern Germany: Partly to mostly
cloudy. Highs in the upper 30s to
lower 40s. Monday lows in the upper
20s to lower 30s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the low to mid-40s. Monday
lows in the upper 20s to lower 30s.

Hungary: Partly cloudy to sunny.
Highs in the lower 30s. Monday lows
in the upper teens.

Northern Italy: Partly to mostly
cloudy. Highs in the upper 40s to
lower 50s. Monday lows in the 30s.

Southern Italy: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the mid to upper 40s. Monday
lows in the lower 30s.

Kosovo: Cloudy with snow. Highs in
the upper 30s. Monday lows in the
mid to upper 20s.

Norway: Mostly cloudy and windy
with rain and snow. Highs in the mid
to upper 40s. Monday lows in the
lower to mid-30s.

Portugal, Spain: The northern region
will be sunny to partly cloudy with
highs in the mid to upper 50s and
Monday lows in the 30s. The south-
ern region will be partly cloudy with
highs in the lower 60s and Monday
low in the 40s.

Turkey: Mostly cloudy and windy with
rain on western coast. Highs in the
upper 40s to mid-50s on the coast,
60s inland. Monday lows in the mid-
40s on the coast, mid-20s inland.

European forecast for 16 January 2005

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
A1C Kimberly Hardage

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only
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IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
63/39

Baghdad
59/45

Kuwait City
65/50

Dhahran
65/53

Dubai
70/59

Zahedan
55/28

Karachi
71/57 Bombay

85/62

New Delhi
70/45

Kandahar
56/30

Kabul
43/15

Islamabad
614/34

Mazar-e-Sharif
47/26

Ashgabat
45/30

Tehran
43/29

Hyderabad
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Tel Aviv
68/46

Cairo
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Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 7:07AM 7:06AM
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 8:19AM 8:18AM
Sunset (Baghdad) 5:20PM 5:21PM
Sunset (Frankfurt) 4:55PM 4:56PM

Skopje
30/11•

•Stavanger
45/35

Lajes
60/55

First qtr.
17 Jan 05

Full moon
25 Jan 05

Last qtr.
02 Feb 05

New moon
08 Feb 05
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Organize a weeklong boycott

I have seen a lot of letters on the price
of gas. To the writers: If you have not no-
ticed, they are doing no good; you are
still paying high prices.

You are American citizens. Quit com-
plaining and do something about it. Orga-
nize a boycott of Army and Air Force Ex-
change Service for a week. Pay the high
cost that the locals do, carpool, or use the
public transportation system. You will
never rid yourself of the monopoly
placed upon you by AAFES, so do some-
thing other than whine about it.

If you can organize a big enough boy-
cott of its services, AAFES will be re-
minded of whom it is that it serves. It can-
not use the excuse of its costs being too
high because it does not pay taxes. If the
consumer is willing to pay the prices,
then AAFES is harming no one. If a
tax-paying business can afford to run a
service station with the prices it charges,
then a nontax-paying organization is mak-
ing an extreme killing off of you.

If you show the giant a consolidated
front, your message will be received and
acted upon. If everyone refuses to use
AAFES for one whole week, you will
have gained a bargaining chip that is in-
disputably powerful and then you can dic-
tate terms.

Your whining to a news source does
you no good. Use the rights given to you
by your forebears and those of us current-
ly deployed. Rise up against the oppres-
sive system that is in place. Do some-
thing about it other than whine.

While you are at it, hurry up, because I
am coming home to Germany soon.

Sgt. 1st Class Barren Bateman
Tikrit, Iraq

Motorcycle course has merit

As an Motorcycle Safety Foundation
rider coach/rider coach trainer, I can
help clarify the retraining issues regard-
ing motorcycle operation (“Motorcycle
test unnecessary,” letter, Jan. 4).

The Experienced Rider Course that
will be given to troops reintegrating is
not designed to test an individual rider’s
abilities. Like every other sport, motorcy-
cling safely consists of a number of skills
that must be practiced and, in the case of

deployed personnel, reacquired after a
long absence away from the sport. Given
that leadership is willing to allow this to
be done on “official” time reinforces the
value of such training.

Soldiers would never be allowed to
enter a combat zone without the skills
and training needed to survive that hos-
tile environment. The streets and high-
ways of Europe are no less dangerous
and require the same amount of respect.

To the letter writer: Take the course
and enjoy it; 99.9 percent of your fellow
soldiers thought it was invaluable.

Robert J. McGaffin

100th Area Support Group
safety specialist

Grafenwöhr, Germany

Comfort lies in God

Regarding Tom Schaefer’s column on
suffering and the existence of God (“See-
ing suffering: A challenge for the faith-
ful,” Jan. 5): For the Christian, the ulti-
mate comfort is in the knowledge that
this world is not our home. We face earth-
ly experiences armed with eternal reali-
ties. While we cannot explain such devas-
tation as the tsunamis caused in those
countries, we can know that God was and
is with them all. The hands, arms, feet
and voice of our Lord will be known in
the rescuers from so many different plac-

es, and even in some of the survivors who
think of, or thought of, others before
themselves.

We can be His hands, as well.
Our strength as witnesses of all the de-

struction’s aftermath is in knowing that
we are not helpless, that we can pray for
our brothers and sisters who suffer. We
will ask God’s angels to minister to the
wounded, no matter how, until medical
or spiritual aid arrives. When we are
“moved with compassion,” as Jesus is so
often described as being in the New Tes-
tament, and this causes us to fall to our
knees in prayer for others’ well-being,
those prayers have great effect. And, of
course, so many will donate money and
supplies out of their willing spirits’ de-
sire to help.

I do not question whether God exists,
or whether he is all good. I know both to
be true. I also know that we are not home
yet, and we need to always look up and
out, instead of within, if we are to find the
creator of the universe. Trusting in him
makes all the difference when tragedies
arise, either in our own lives or when we
see them in the lives of others.

Lynda M. MacFarland
Heidelberg, Germany

Don’t complain in Qatar

People serving their combat tours in
stinking resorts such as Qatar should not
worry about how the Army sees fit to
keep soldiers serving in the military.

I have served both on active duty and
in the National Guard. I happen to know
that the bonuses on active duty are quite
a bit higher than any that the Guard and
Reserve offer. We are also required to
maintain the same level of readiness in
the Guard and Reserve as the active duty
for less pay, not to mention that the
Guard and Reserve make up 40 percent
to nearly half of the Army.

Up until the Guard came out with this
particular incentive, I was seriously con-
sidering not re-enlisting after my deploy-
ment, which was spent totally in Iraq
(not a vacation spot). I have been mor-
tared, rocketed, shot at, and had impro-
vised explosive devices hit the convoy I
was in while doing patrols, not handing
out sunscreen.

Staff Sgt. Edward W. McGhee
Baghdad
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Open eyes on morning after
The Spokesman-Review,

Olympia, Wash.

In May, the Food and Drug Administra-
tion rejected an application by a drug compa-
ny to sell an emergency contraceptive with-
out a prescription. Against the advice of his
own scientists, acting FDA Director Steven
Galson said Barr Pharmaceuticals had not
sufficiently supported its contention that
women under the age of 16 could safely use
the product, called Plan B. He also stated
that Barr’s application to limit
over-the-counter sales to customers 16
years and older was inadequate.

Barr has reworked and resubmitted its ap-
plication and expects to hear from the FDA
this month. In the meantime, the most com-
prehensive study on the topic was reported
recently in the Journal of the American Med-
ical Association and it debunks the fear that
ready access to emergency contraceptives,
often called morning-after pills, increases
the likelihood that young women will engage
in risky sex. …

But, of course, politics is the holdup. A con-
servative administration does not want to be
seen as promoting promiscuity, even if that
claim has been refuted.

Pundits’ production is paltry
The Hawk Eye, Burlington, Iowa

The Federal Communication Commis-
sion’s recent record fine in the Janet Jack-
son case suggests that a bare breast shown
on network TV has a more negative effect on
the national psyche than the screaming
matches that pass for political discourse on
alleged news programs.

And yet it’s not the breast incident so
much as the political pundits’ constant shout-
ing and screaming that has helped fuel a
growing incivility in politics and society.

Last year’s election brought a stridency
that bordered on lunacy to the so-called
news talk shows. The networks, especially
Fox, profit from the audience appeal of
screaming-head hosts such as Bill O’Reilly
and Sean Hannity, who happen to be wildly
conservative and do their best to berate and
silence their guests.

But there was an encouraging sign [this
month] that the formulaic bickering format
may be on notice. At least at CNN, where
new boss Jonathan Klein fired conservative
pundit Tucker Carlson and put his “Cross-
fire” program on hiatus. …

Hopefully CNN, as it reinvents its political
programming, will lead the way to a new
(old) kind of civil debate that informs view-
ers instead of assaulting their ears and insult-
ing their intelligence.

Pressed to preserve credibility
Florida Today, Melbourne

In an action that showed no respect for an
independent press or the American people,
the Department of Education last year hand-
ed over $240,000 of taxpayer money to con-
servative pundit Armstrong Williams.

He was paid to tout the Bush administra-
tion’s No Child Left Behind Act in his news-
paper columns and media appearances —
all while pretending the propaganda was re-
ally independent and objective commentary.

Immediately after the blatantly unethical
deal was uncovered by USA Today, Will-
iams was rightly dumped from his syndi-
cate, Tribune Media Services. …

Equally right was CBS, which Monday
fired four executives for relying on possibly
forged documents in a “60 Minutes Wednes-
day” story about President Bush’s National
Guard service. …

The Williams and CBS cases show the
need for news organizations to maintain the

highest ethical standards, and hold journal-
ists accountable when they violate the rules.

The credibility of the Fourth Estate is at
stake, and with it the public trust the news
media must have to do its job.

Hill ethics policy out of order
Journal Star, Peoria, Ill.

At first House Republicans seemed so
magnanimous, retreating from an earlier
ethics rules change that would have allowed
one of their congressmen to keep his leader-
ship post while under indictment on crimi-
nal charges. Even GOP leader Tom DeLay,
whom that rules change was designed to pro-
tect, championed the turnaround. There
were congratulations all around for their
sense of fair play. And what did House Re-
publicans do then? Why, they ramrodded
through another rules change that effective-
ly neuters the ethics committee that re-
buked Mr. DeLay three times last year, mak-
ing it all but impossible for ethics com-
plaints to move forward.

Now a majority vote of that committee
will be needed to start an ethics investiga-
tion. Thing is, the committee’s membership
is evenly split between the two parties. Tie
votes, which seem more likely than not in
this partisan era, mean the ethics com-
plaints die. …

“The 109th Congress will be a reform Con-
gress,” House Speaker Dennis Hastert of Illi-
nois promised. If so, it’s off to a poor start.

Mandela’s grief can help fight
Amarillo (Texas) Globe-News

One might think that in the 21st century,
society would be able to talk openly about
anything. Not true. …

Yet the acknowledgment this month from
[former South African President Nelson]
Mandela that his [son died of AIDS complica-
tions] might open the door to a new age of
candor about an affliction that has infected
more than 25 million people in Africa alone.

The lack of disclosure about AIDS in Afri-
ca and Asia comes from the shame many
people still associate with the disease. Yes, it
is caused by risky behavior — such as un-
safe sex and drug use.

However, the disease has gone far beyond
any behavior that societies still stigmatize.
Children are being born with the disease.
Women are getting infected by their hus-
bands, who have sex with other individuals
carrying the virus that causes the disease. …

The more candor the world gets from lead-

ers such as Nelson Mandela about AIDS, the
better the chances of battling a disease that
threatens to wipe out an entire generation in
Africa and much of Asia.

Please, no more silence.

Democrats unfair to Gonzales
The Daily Sentinel,

Grand Junction, Colo.

Colorado Sen. Ken Salazar, in his first
week on the job, was at the forefront of a
major national political hoofra. And rather
than side with his own Democratic Party,
Salazar apparently is agreeing with GOP
President Bush. …

We hope Salazar also supports [U.S. attor-
ney general nominee Alberto] Gonzales
against the attack being lodged against him
by Democrats [who] claim that Gonzales is
largely responsible for fostering a lackadaisi-
cal attitude within the Bush administration
toward torture and mistreatment of prison-
ers in the war on terror. …

Debate about appropriate techniques of in-
terrogating terror suspects and treating
other sorts of prisoners is certainly warrant-
ed. But Democrats are going to have a hard
time painting Gonzales as some sort of mod-
ern-day Mengele when he has repeatedly op-
posed the use of physical torture.

If congressional Democrats choose to ex-
press a greater sense of outrage toward
Gonzales than they do toward people who
enjoy participating in videotaped behead-
ings, let them. That’s a political judgment
they are free to make and one that will en-
sure them many more years in the political
wilderness.

Libraries: No-limit learning
Chicago Tribune

Picture a city without a public library,
where books can’t be borrowed, where kids
can’t gather in a reliably safe and friendly
place after school, and where computers are
only available to those who can afford them.

Salinas, Calif., which spawned Nobel
Prize winner John Steinbeck, soon may be
such a place, a city of 150,000 without a pre-
cious resource of knowledge or symbol of
community.

The Salinas City Council, strapped for
cash, voted Dec. 14 to shut its library sys-
tem. The system — budgeted at $3 million
annually — circulates 4 million items a year
and serves 1,900 people daily. …

So what will be lost in Salinas, and per-
haps elsewhere, if such a trend starts in Cali-

fornia and crosses the nation? Libraries are
more than repositories of books, magazines,
newspapers, computers and videos. They’re
places for children to learn a love of reading,
for students to find a quiet space to study
and for seniors to settle in a chair with a
good novel or a well-thumbed daily paper.

They’re open to all, equal access for pub-
lic services. An inquisitive mind and a thirst
for knowledge are the only keys for entry. …

Libraries are worth saving, in Salinas and
throughout America.

Chertoff smarter homeland pick
Los Angeles Times

Utterly humiliated by his first pick to run
the Department of Homeland Security, Pres-
ident Bush has fallen back on a solid second
choice, Michael Chertoff, a federal appeals
court judge and the former head of the Jus-
tice Department’s criminal division.

It’s not an uncommon pattern in Washing-
ton: An ill-advised nomination derailed by
scandal tends to focus the mind and lead to
smart personnel choices.

Chertoff is known for his keen intellect,
probity and the kind of tenacity that led the
Justice Department to literally kill off the
Arthur Andersen accounting firm in re-
sponse to the Enron scandal. Chertoff is un-
likely to have much patience for bureaucrat-
ic infighting or excuses that get in the way of
strengthening the new federal department.

Chertoff is a loyal Republican but no ideo-
logue. He was chief counsel on the Senate
Whitewater committee. Though he never
overstepped his bounds in that role, he
should regret his involvement in what
turned out to be a groundless vendetta. He
was ahead of the curve on the terrorist
threat, arguing in 1996 that law enforcement
officials needed more power to track down
terrorists. His suggestions raised some hack-
les among civil libertarians, and he later
gave them concrete reason to complain. As
head of the criminal division of the Justice
Department, Chertoff was one of the archi-
tects of the Patriot Act. …

To his credit, Chertoff battled at the time
against extremists in the Pentagon and the
White House who wanted to rely on military
tribunals to try suspected terrorists. … At
his confirmation hearing, Chertoff should be
asked to clarify his current thinking on the
proper balancing of freedom and security.
Then again, [w]hen it comes to getting this
unwieldy bureaucracy working effectively
to protect the country, a tough prosecutor
with a brilliant mind may be just what we
need.

What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.
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Charles Lindsay of Columbus,

Ohio, tries to head to a bus stop

through an afternoon storm.

Whoa ‘Nellie’

NE
LINCOLN — Sen.
Ben Nelson finally

has succeeded in getting
President Bush to stop call-
ing him by the detested nick-
name “Nellie.”

Bush had been referring
to the Nebraska Demo-
crat as “Nellie” since
2001. Nelson disliked
the nickname and had
asked the president
to stop using it.

The president likes to give people
nicknames. He has called Vladimir
Putin, the president of Russia, “Poo-
tie-Poot,” while aide Karen Hughes
gets “High Prophet.”

But Bush heeded Nelson’s re-
quest to scrap his moniker, and at
the recent White House Christmas
party, the president referred to Nel-
son as “Benny.”

“The president had a twinkle in
his eye when he called me that,”
Nelson said.

Anti-theft handcuffs

AZ
PHOENIX — Some Phoe-
nix-area inmates are in the

pink — pink handcuffs.
Maricopa County sheriff’s depu-

ties began using fluorescent pink
handcuffs Thursday to transport in-
mates.

Sheriff Joe Arpaio said he intro-
duced the pink handcuffs because
he was tired of losing them to his
own deputies and other law en-
forcement agencies. He ordered
1,000 of the pink handcuffs, which
are made in England, at $19.44
each. The regular ones cost $18.84
a pop.

“We presume nobody else has
pink handcuffs, so we can spot
them and know they’re ours,” he
said. Patrol deputies will still carry
the silver cuffs, which they pay for
themselves.

Low-scoring affair

VT
MILTON — It’s hard to
imagine that a three-point-

er in the second quarter of a high
school boy’s basketball game
would turn out to be the winning
basket — unless it’s one of only
three made in the entire game.

That basket, along with an earli-
er field goal, was all Bellows Free
Academy-Fairfax needed to beat
Milton on Wednesday night. The
final score: 5-2.

“I’ve never had a player hit a
game-winner in the second quar-
ter before,” BFA-Fairfax coach
Glen Button Jr. said.

Neither team scored in the sec-
ond half.

Smith said the slowdown was im-
plemented because BFA (7-4) has
a strong scoring presence, while
Milton (2-8) does not. The Milton
players believed their best chance
to be competitive was to just hold
onto the ball.

Man busted with ricin

FL
OCALA — A man was ar-
rested after authorities al-

legedly found the deadly toxin
ricin stashed in a cardboard box at
his home along with a small cache
of weapons, officials said Thurs-
day.

Steven Michael Ekberg, 22,
faces up to 10 years if convicted of
possession of a biological agent.
FBI agents said they didn’t believe
Ekberg, arrested Wednesday, had
any connection with terrorist
groups.

There was no explanation for
how or why he obtained the ricin.

The sheriff’s office was tipped

off last week by an informant who
alleged Ekberg had been carrying
concealed weapons into clubs —
and boasted of having ricin in one
of several vials and glass tubes he
allegedly showed off.

Top of the list

MA
BOSTON — If you’re on
the A-list at Suffolk Superi-

or Court this month, then most like-
ly you’re also in the jury pool.

A computer glitch at the state Of-
fice of Jury Commissioner alpha-
betized names of potential jurors,
rather than shuffling them, before
summonses were sent out. That
created a jury pool of people
whose last names mostly begin
with the letter A.

So far, prosecutors, defense law-
yers and judges agree that the
error has not affected defendants’
constitutional right to a fair trial in
front of a jury of their peers, jury
Commissioner Pamela J. Wood
said.

Pole call

CA
SAN FRANCISCO — The
principal of a Palo Alto mid-

dle school may not invite a popular
speaker back to an annual career
day after he told girls they could
earn a good living as strippers.

Management consultant William
Fried told eighth-graders at Jane
Lathrop Stanford Middle School on
Tuesday that stripping and exotic
dancing can pay $250,000 or more
per year, depending on their bust
size.

“It’s sick, but it’s true,” Fried
said in an interview later. “The

truth of the matter is
you can earn a tre-
mendous amount of

money as an exotic
dancer, if that’s your de-

sire.”
Fried has given a popu-

lar 55-minute presenta-
tion, “The Secret of a

Happy Life,” at the school’s
career day the past three

years. But school principal Jo-
seph Di Salvo said Fried may
not be back next year.

The principal said Fried’s
comments to the class came after
some of them asked him to expand
on why he included “exotic danc-
ing” on his list of 140 potential ca-
reers.

According to Jason Garcia, 14,
Fried told students: “For every two
inches up there, you should get an-
other $50,000 on your salary.”

Road over burial ground

TX CORPUS CHRISTI — Con-
struction on an area road

has been delayed partly because of
its location on an ancient Ameri-
can Indian burial site, state trans-
portation officials said.

“There was the potential for Indi-
an artifacts all through this,”
Texas Department of Transporta-
tion district engineer Craig E.
Clark said Thursday while speak-
ing to the Rotary Club of Corpus
Christi.

“They probably are ancestral to
the Karankawas,” Kenmotsu said.

Archaeologists will likely do car-
bon testing to date the artifacts
once construction is finished. The
burial site probably dates from
2500 B.C. to 1000 A.D., said Robert
Drolet, an archaeologist at the Cor-
pus Christi Museum of Science
and History.

World travelers

DC WASHINGTON —
Gray-headed albatrosses,

famed for flocking to the South
Georgia Islands near Antarctica to
mate and raise chicks, routinely
circle the globe between breeding
seasons in a restless search for
fish, British scientists discovered.

For a study appearing this week
in the journal Science, researchers
for the British Antarctic Survey at-
tached electronic locators to the
legs of 22 birds.

The researchers found that
more than half of the birds flew
completely around the world, fol-
lowing the chilled oceans below 30
degrees latitude south. One bird
circled the globe three times in 18
months, and another flew more
than 13,000 miles in just 46 days.

Coyote killers

ME EAST MACHIAS — A com-
petition to see who can kill

the most coyotes was scheduled to
go on at noon Friday in eastern
Maine, despite protests from a hu-
mane group and request by the Bal-
dacci administration not to go
ahead.

A dozen to 15 participants, some
from other states, were expected
top participate in the event,
Maine’s first, said Mike Look, an
organizer of the derby and mem-
ber of the Washington County Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Club.

Look said he sees little differ-
ence between Friday’s event and
normal hunting of coyotes, which
are viewed as a major cause of a
deer population decline down east.
But opponents say the event does
nothing to manage the coyote popu-
lation and reopens old wounds
from a recent bear-hunting refer-
endum.

A cardinal waits its turn at a birdfeeder

on a snow-covered tree in Clarence, N.Y.

A rodeo bull sends up a cloud of steam as

he waits for the start of the 25th annual

Montana PRCA Pro Rodeo Circuit Finals in Great Falls, Mont.

Renegade umbrella

In the lunch line

Tom Thompson lays

backing for caulk,

in Hays, Kan., during the construction of a new Home Depot store.

Warming up

Working in the shadows
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Swimmers, from top to bottom,

Robert Norman, Melanie Roberts

and Will Dove, outfitted in their snorkels and swim caps, await instruc-

tions from Raleigh, N.C., Swimming Association coach Dan Flack during

practice at the Pullen Park Pool.

Pilot grounded

NV
LAS VEGAS — An armed
AirTran Airways pilot was

charged with operating an aircraft
under the influence after a federal
screener at McCarran Internation-
al Airport smelled alcohol, authori-
ties said Thursday.

Las Vegas police arrested Oliver
Paul Reason Jr., 37, in the cockpit
of the AirTran plane shortly after
he passed through an airport
checkpoint Wednesday night, ac-
cording to the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration, police and the
airline.

Orlando-based AirTran Hold-
ings Inc. issued a statement Thurs-
day saying the airline followed its
safety procedures to ensure the At-
lanta-bound aircraft was held at
the gate.

The pilot has been suspended
from his duties as a federal flight
deck officer, which had allowed
him to carry the firearm, the TSA
said.

Healthy vending?

DC
WASHINGTON — The
vending machine trade as-

sociation is launching an anti-obesi-
ty campaign to encourage health-
ful food choices, hoping to fend off
efforts to remove machines from
schools and improve the industry’s
image as concerns grow about the
fattening of America.

The program, “Balanced for
Life,” is being unveiled Thursday
at an event featuring pro football
Hall of Famer Lynn Swann.

The effort by the National Auto-
matic Merchandising Association
includes a color-coded rating sys-
tem for food sold in vending ma-
chines, indicating healthful choic-
es and those that should be eaten
in moderation.

Triple trouble

MN
MINNEAPOLIS — Roda
Aden gave birth to twin

boys Wednesday at Abbott North-
western Hospital.

Nothing unusual about that.
About 31 of every 1,000 live births
are twins, according to recent U.S.
birth statistics.

But Aden also gave birth to twin
girls at the hospital in May 2002
and to twin boys in November 2000.

Having two consecutive sets of
twins is highly unusual, said Dr.
Susan Dahlin, but three is extreme-
ly rare.

None of the twins is identical.
Dahlin delivered two of the cou-
ple’s three sets of twins. What’s es-
pecially unusual, she said, is that
Aden became pregnant with all the
children without taking fertility
drugs. For women in the United
States not involved in fertility treat-
ments, she said, only about eight
births in 1,000 are twins.

Medical pot at work suit

OR
SALEM — The Oregon
Court of Appeals has rein-

stated a lawsuit filed by a man who
alleged that his employer failed to
accommodate his use of medical
marijuana.

Robert Washburn’s employer,
Portland-based Columbia Forest
Products, fired him from its Kla-
math Falls mill after urine tests de-
tected marijuana residue.

Washburn suffers from neck
pain and muscle spasms that dis-
rupt his sleep. He obtained a
state-issued medical marijuana
registration card 1999.

A Multnomah County Circuit
Court judge had tossed out Wash-
burn’s lawsuit, ruling that the state
Medical Marijuana Act doesn’t re-
quire a company to make accom-
modations for workers with mari-
juana in their system.

School OKs headscarves

TN
CHATTANOOGA — A pub-
lic high school changed its
dress code to allow reli-

gious headscarves after a national
civil rights group for Muslims com-
plained to the principal on behalf of
a student.

A spokeswoman for the Council
on American-Islamic Relations
said Emily Smith, 18, a senior at
Chattanooga’s East Ridge High
School, wore her headscarf, or
hijab, on campus for the first time
Thursday.

Khadija Athman, civil rights
manager for the Washington,
D.C.-based council, said the group
sent the school principal a letter
Jan. 6, three days after the student
e-mailed the council asking about
her rights.

Rick Smith, an assistant superin-
tendent for Hamilton County
schools, said the school had banned
all head wear, but the principal
agreed to allow Emily Smith’s hijab
after attorneys were consulted.

Shootings investigated

TX
DALLAS — The bodies of
four men — all hit with mul-
tiple gunshot wounds —

were discovered at an apartment
complex Thursday night. Police
called the carnage “a disturbance
that got out of hand.”

Police found the body of one vic-
tim in the breezeway of the com-
plex; three others were found in a
second-floor apartment. All had
been shot multiple times, police
said.

Investigators were looking into
whether the men became involved
in a gunfight, and if drugs were in-
volved.

Animal cruelty charge

HI
HONOLULU — An East
Oahu woman has been
charged with 25 counts of an-

imal cruelty about a year and a
half after authorities seized dozens
of dogs and cats from her Hawaii
Kai townhouse.

Lucy Kagan is scheduled to ap-
pear in court on the charges Jan. 28.

The Hawaiian Human Society in
May 2003 opened an animal cruel-
ty case against Kagan after offi-
cials discovered 27 dogs and two
cats living in what they called
squalid conditions at her home.

Bald eagle dies

VT
MONTPELIER — One of
the eight young eagles
raised in Addison this sum-

mer to establish a breeding popula-
tion of bald eagles in Vermont has
died.

The young eagle died Dec. 26
after it was discovered struggling
for life in the woods near Moore
Reservoir in Waterford in the Con-
necticut River Valley.

A couple found the floundering
bird while walking their dog along
a logging road Christmas Day.

Eveleen Ceechini of the Out-
reach for Earth Stewardship, one
of the groups working in the eagle
restoration effort, said an examina-
tion of the dead bird turned up no
obvious cause of death.

Stories and photos from wire services

At negative 29 degrees fahrenheit, the rising sun colors steam and smoke from build-

ings in Great Falls, Mont.

A branch weighed down with ice

falls across a set of old railroad

tracks southeast of downtown

Tipton, Ind.

As snow falls outside, a cat naps on a windowsill inside a home in Great

Falls, Mont.

Icy limbs

Bitter cold

Breathing easy

Better in than out
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AFRTS Television Schedule
Updated sports listings are available on the first Scoreboard page in the sports section or AFN's Web site at http://myafn.dodmedia.osd.mil/

(AFN-FAMILY) (AFN-MOVIE) (AFN-EUROPE) (AFN-KOREA) (AFN-NEWS) (AFN-SPORTS) (SPECTRUM) (AFN-PACIFIC)
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 2005

House of Mouse

Animaniacs

Ed, Edd n Eddy

Fillmore (EI)

Out There “Homesick Blues”

Planet’s Funniest Animals

Nick News Special Edition

Happy Days

Our Friend Martin

Movie (( “White Fang”
(1972) Franco Nero, Virna Lisi.
Based on Jack London’s story
of a boy and his dog in Alaska.

Doug (EI)

Rocket Power (Part 2 of 3)

The Fairly OddParents

Rugrats

Kratt Bros. Be the Creature
Great white sharks.

America’s Funniest Home
Videos

Gilmore Girls Luke realizes he
knows who his soul mate is.

American Dreams “Chasing
the Past”

The Cosby Show

Home Improvement

Touched by an Angel “I Do”

(8:55) Movie ((( “Grease”
(1978) John Travolta. Disparate
summer lovers meet again as
high-school seniors.

Movie (((* “Lone Star”
(1996, Drama) Chris Cooper,
Elizabeth Pena, Joe Morton.
Long-buried secrets surface
during a murder investigation.

Movie (((( “Gandhi”
(1982, Biography) Ben Kings-
ley, Candice Bergen, Martin
Sheen. A portrait of the man
who led India to independence.

True Hollywood Story

Movie (( “Star Trek: Neme-
sis” (2002) Patrick Stewart.
Capt. Picard faces his Romu-
lan-engineered clone.

(:12) Movie ((( “Rush-
more” (1998) Jason Schwartz-
man. A teen overachiever and a
tycoon vie for a teacher’s love.

Movie ((( “Batman” (1989,
Adventure) Michael Keaton.

Movie “Stuck in the Suburbs”
(2004, Comedy-Drama) Danielle
Panabaker, Brenda Song.

SpongeBob SquarePants

Destinations

Ebert-Movies

Headline News

Army Newswatch

College Basketball Teams to
Be Announced. (Live)

SportsCenter

WWE Smackdown!

Andromeda Weapon destroys
enemy’s minds.

Fox NFL Sunday (Live)

NFL Football NFC Divisional
Playoff -- Minnesota Vikings at
Philadelphia Eagles. The
Vikings visit the Eagles in a re-
match from week 2 - a game
the Eagles won 27-16. From
Lincoln Financial Field in
Philadelphia.

NFL Football AFC Divisional
Playoff -- Indianapolis Colts at
New England Patriots. (Live)

Andromeda Weapon destroys
enemy’s minds.

Headline News

ESPNews

Judging Amy “Ex Parte of
Five”

Movie (* “The Haunting”
(1999, Horror) Liam Neeson.
Research subjects spend a
weekend in a haunted house.

Headline News

Scrubs

Meet the Press

America’s Black Forum

Access Hollywood

ESPNews

Fox NFL Sunday (Live)

NFL Football NFC Divisional
Playoff -- Minnesota Vikings at
Philadelphia Eagles. The
Vikings visit the Eagles in a re-
match from week 2 - a game
the Eagles won 27-16. From
Lincoln Financial Field in
Philadelphia.

NFL Football AFC Divisional
Playoff -- Indianapolis Colts at
New England Patriots. (Live)

Headline News

America’s Black Forum

The Chris Matthews Show

Navy/Marine Corps News

Big Story Weekend Edition
With Rita Crosby

20/20

Fox and Friends

Fox and Friends

CBS News Sunday Morning

Face the Nation

Headline News

Navy/Marine Corps News

Late Edition Primetime

FOX News

FOX News

Meet the Press

FNS with Chris Wallace

College Basketball Teams to
Be Announced. (Taped)

SportsCenter

NFL Primetime

College Gamenight

NBA Fastbreak

College Football East/West
Shrine Game. From San Fran-
cisco. (Taped)

SportsCenter

NFL Countdown

College Gamenight

College Basketball Michigan
State at Wisconsin. (Live)

ESPNews

ESPNews

College Basketball Tipoff

College Basketball

Latin Lifestyles

Urban Style

Fantasy Camp

Roker on the Road

Radical Sabbatical

All-American Festivals

The Suze Orman Show

Myth Busters

The 1900 House

Navy SEALs Training: BUD/s
Class 234

JAG “Salvation”

The Best Of

Good Eats

My Wife and Kids

King of the Hill

Hope & Faith “Faith’s Maid”

All of Us

Last Comic Standing

NCIS “Bete Noir”

Friends (Part 1 of 2)

Seinfeld “The Junior Mint”

Mad TV

Andromeda Weapon destroys
enemy’s minds.

Headline News

ESPNews

Judging Amy “Ex Parte of
Five”

Movie ((( “Panic Room”
(2002, Suspense) Jodie Foster,
Forest Whitaker. Thieves trap a
woman and her daughter in
their apartment.

Scrubs

Meet the Press

America’s Black Forum

Access Hollywood

ESPNews

Fox NFL Sunday (Live)

NFL Football NFC Divisional
Playoff -- Minnesota Vikings at
Philadelphia Eagles. The
Vikings visit the Eagles in a re-
match from week 2 - a game
the Eagles won 27-16. From
Lincoln Financial Field in
Philadelphia.

NFL Football AFC Divisional
Playoff -- Indianapolis Colts at
New England Patriots. (Live)

MONDAY, JANUARY 17, 2005

SpongeBob SquarePants

Rugrats

Kratt Bros. Be the Creature
Great white sharks.

America’s Funniest Home
Videos

Gilmore Girls Luke realizes he
knows who his soul mate is.

American Dreams “Chasing
the Past”

Sesame Street (EI)

Barney & Friends (EI)

Blue’s Clues “Signs” (EI)

Dragon Tales (EI)

Bob the Builder

Kids’ Guide to Life “Learning
to Share”

Movie “Madeline: Lost in
Paris” (1999) Voices of Andrea
Libman, Jason Alexander.

The Proud Family (EI)

The Proud Family (EI)

The Proud Family (EI)

The Proud Family (EI)

The Proud Family (EI)

The Proud Family (EI)

The Proud Family (EI)

And the Children Shall Lead

Funniest Home Videos

Full House “Captain Video”

Pokémon

Yu-Gi-Oh!

Doug “Doug Gets His Wish”

The Wild Thornberrys

The Fairly OddParents

Rugrats

Movie ((( “Selma, Lord,
Selma” (1999, Drama) Macken-
zie Astin, Jurnee Smollett.

The Proud Family

Boy Meets World

Boy Meets World

The Cosby Show

Home Improvement

Touched by an Angel “The
Wind Beneath My Wings”

(11:00) Movie ((( “Bat-
man” (1989) Michael Keaton.

(:08) Movie ((* “K-9” (1989)
James Belushi, Mel Harris. A
narcotics agent and a unique
police dog join forces.

Movie (( “Star Trek: Neme-
sis” (2002) Patrick Stewart.
Capt. Picard faces his Romu-
lan-engineered clone.

(:12) Movie ((( “Rush-
more” (1998) Jason Schwartz-
man. A teen overachiever and a
tycoon vie for a teacher’s love.

Alyssa Milano Revealed Ac-
tress Alyssa Milano.

Hollywood Backstories

Entertainment Tonight

Movie ((* “What Makes a
Family” (2001) Brooke Shields.
A lesbian fights her late lover’s
parents for child custody.

(10:46) Movie ((* “What
Lies Beneath” (2000, Sus-
pense) Harrison Ford, Michelle
Pfeiffer, Diana Scarwid.

Movie ((( “Wit” (2001)
Emma Thompson, Christopher
Lloyd. An acerbic professor is
diagnosed with terminal cancer.

(2:53) Movie (( “Deep Im-
pact” (1998) Robert Duvall,
Tea Leoni. Earth prepares for a
deadly collision with a comet.

Access Hollywood

Entertainment Tonight

Movie ((* “Shaft” (2000,
Action) Samuel L. Jackson. A
former cop vows to bring a
murderous racist to justice.

(8:50) Movie ((* “Don’t Say
a Word” (2001, Suspense)
Michael Douglas, Sean Bean,
Brittany Murphy.

Movie ((* “Predator” (1987)
Arnold Schwarzenegger.

(10:30) NFL Football AFC Di-
visional Playoff -- Indianapolis
Colts at New England Patriots.
(Live)

Motorcycle Racing

Motorcycle Racing: World Su-
percross Grand Prix

Golf Future Tour -- El Paso
Classic. (Taped)

Meet the Press

Headline News

ESPNews

Play With Me Sesame

Bear in the Big Blue House

Little Bear

Wheel of Fortune

Dr. Phil

(9:46) Oprah Winfrey

(:35) Guiding Light

(:17) General Hospital

Headline News

Judge Judy

Today Steven Cojocaru; Charla
Krupp.

Aladdin

ChalkZone Snap is chased.

Mucha Lucha

Kim Possible “Low Budget”

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

AFN Evening News

Golden Globe Awards -- 62nd
Annual The Hollywood Foreign
Press Association honors
achievements in the film and
television industries. (Taped)

Headline News

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show-Letterman

(10:30) NFL Football AFC Di-
visional Playoff -- Indianapolis
Colts at New England Patriots.
(Live)

Dr. Phil

Oprah Winfrey

Headline News

Judge Judy

Access Hollywood

(:25) Guiding Light

(:13) General Hospital

Larry King Live

Mucha Lucha

Mary-Kate and Ashley

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Headline News

Golden Globe Awards -- 62nd
Annual The Hollywood Foreign
Press Association honors
achievements in the film and
television industries. (Taped)

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show With David Letter-
man

Access Hollywood

Headline News

The Late Late Show

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Good Morning America

Tim Russert

People in the News

This Week

Dateline International

CNN Sunday Night

CNN Presents

Larry King Live

At Large With Geraldo Rivera

Fox Magazine

The Beltway Boys

Fox News Watch

Bulls and Bears

Cavuto on Business

60 Minutes

Dateline NBC

Fox and Friends

Fox and Friends

American Morning

CNN Live Today

FOX News

60 Minutes

FOX News

Studio B With Shepard Smith

Your World With Neil Cavuto

Lester Holt Live

(11:30) College Basketball
Georgia Tech at North Carolina
State. (Live)

College Basketball Virginia
Tech at Duke. (Live)

NFL Primetime

SportsCenter

NFL Primetime

NFL Films Presents

NFL Primetime

SportsCenter

PGA Golf Sony Open Final
Round. From Waialae Country
Club in Honolulu. (Taped)

SportsCenter

Tennis Australian Open -- Early
Round -- Day 1. From Mel-
bourne, Australia. (Same-day
Tape)

SportsCenter

NFL Football NFC Divisional
Playoff -- St. Louis Rams at At-
lanta Falcons. (Taped)

NFL Football AFC Divisional
Playoff -- Indianapolis Colts at
New England Patriots. (Taped)

Austin City Limits “Bruce
Hornsby/Eric Johnson”

Hope & Faith “Faith’s Maid”

All of Us

Last Comic Standing

NCIS “Bete Noir”

Friends (Part 1 of 2)

Seinfeld “The Junior Mint”

Breathingspace Yoga

Caribbean Workout

Body Shaping

TIPical Mary Ellen

The View

Emeril Live

30-Minute Meals

Paula’s Home Cooking

Designers’ Challenge

Fashion Emergency

Life Is Great-Brooke Burke

The King of Queens

That ’70s Show

Girlfriends “The J-Spot”

Charmed “Ms. Hellfire”

Ally McBeal “Lost and Found”

Any Day Now “You Shoulda
Seen My Daddy”

Third Watch “Modern Designs
for Better Living”

Law & Order “Justice”

The Simpsons

Everybody Loves Raymond

The Dead Zone “Finding
Rachel” (Part 1 of 2)

Law & Order “Absentia”

Peter Jennings Reporting

Friends

Seinfeld “The Smelly Car”

Seinfeld “The Old Man”

Blind Date

(10:30) NFL Football AFC Di-
visional Playoff -- Indianapolis
Colts at New England Patriots.
(Live)

Dr. Phil

Oprah Winfrey

Headline News

Judge Judy

Access Hollywood

(:25) Guiding Light

(:13) General Hospital

Aladdin

ChalkZone Snap is chased.

Mucha Lucha

Kim Possible “Low Budget”

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

AFN Evening News

Golden Globe Awards -- 62nd
Annual The Hollywood Foreign
Press Association honors
achievements in the film and
television industries. (Taped)

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show With David Letter-
man

Access Hollywood

Headline News

The Late Late Show

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Good Morning America
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These actors — Leonardo DiCaprio, Jamie Foxx, Liam Neeson, Jim Carrey and Kevin Spacey — are front-runners for Academy Award nominations for the best male lead of 2004.

Want the facts? Opinions? Truth?WriteWalter Scott, Box 5001, Grand Central Station, NewYork, N.Y. 10163-5001. Full namewill be used unless otherwise requested. Volume ofmail makes personal replies impossible.

Q
The Oscar nominations come out Jan. 25. How do you
see the race shaping up for Best Actor? — D. Watts, Barn-

stable, Mass.

A
Our Top 5 includes Jamie Foxx as Ray Charles in “Ray,”
Liam Neeson as Alfred Kinsey in “Kinsey,” Leonardo Di-

Caprio as Howard Hughes in “The Aviator,” Kevin Spacey
as Bobby Darin in “Beyond the Sea” and Jim Carrey (the
only one who played a fictional character) in “Eternal Sun-
shine of the Spotless Mind.”

Q
Every Hollywood actor seems to have a personal trainer.
Who’s the hottest trainer of them all? — Bea Bell, Ra-

leigh, N.C.

A
Right now, it’s Gunnar Peterson, 42. His client list in-
cludes Lucy Liu, Ben Affleck, J.Lo, Sly Stallone, Kim

Basinger, Penélope Cruz and Angelina Jolie. “Even celebri-
ties have to bang it out every day to stay in great shape,”
Peterson tells us. He shares his fitness philosophy — which
includes limiting carbs to early in the day and subbing fit-
ness water for sodas and fruit juice — in “G-Force,” new
from ReganBooks.

Q
Is it true that Gloria Estefan plans to star in a biopic about
singer Connie Francis? — John S., Chicago

A
Yes. In fact, Estefan, 47, and Francis, 66, are collaborat-
ing on the screenplay. “We start at age 3,” Francis told

us from her Florida home. “And we don’t whitewash my
troubles, including four bad marriages, a rape, the murder
of my brother, a decade of manic depression, institutional-
ization, a suicide attempt and shock treatments.” Now stabi-
lized with medication, Francis often gives concerts and per-
forms her signature song, “Who’s Sorry Now?”

KRT

Q
What’s the skinny on the actor who plays Eva Longoria’s
boy toy on “Desperate Housewives”? — K. Couch, Atlanta

A
Jesse Metcalfe, who plays John, the 17-year-old garden-
er bedding his married employer, is actually 26 — well

past the age of consent. The former NYU film student
honed his seduction skills on the soap “Passions.” Off-cam-
era, he enjoys the perks of his hit show: a house in the Hol-
lywood Hills, a classic 1967 Camaro and his own band,
Raw Power Moves.

Q
How has Donna Hanover handled her divorce from
“America’s Mayor,” Rudy Giuliani? — Jane Richards,

Camden, N.J.

A
“My life is joyful,” says Hanover, 54, who has a recur-
ring role on “Law & Order” and hosts the syndicated

show “Famous Homes & Hideaways.” “I married Ed
Oster, my high school sweetheart, in 2003. And our love
story inspired me to write a book, ‘My Boyfriend’s Back.’ ”
It’s due this week from Penguin publishing.

Q
I see that new mom Gwyneth Paltrow isn’t making mov-
ies for the time being. Is there another young actress

who handles classical parts as well as Gwynnie? — Anne
Carson, Reno, Nev.

A
Yes. Lynn Collins, 25, now earning raves as Portia in
“The Merchant of Venice” with Al Pacino. The Texas na-

tive credits her success to a love of literature and her spiritu-
al practice. “I use visualizations to help me create a positive
life,” she tells us. Next: a biopic about Charlotte Brontë.

APKRT

Q
We haven’t heard much from Ruben Studdard. What’s he
up to? — Donna Meier, Winton, Minn.

A
“I did four videos and an inspirational album, ‘I Need an
Angel,’ ” Ruben, 26, told us. “I ain’t broke no more.” But

the “American Idol” champ will need more than an angel
if he doesn’t shed some of his 400-plus pounds. He was hos-
pitalized in November for exhaustion and had to cancel
several shows.

Q
Your item on Marni Nixon singing for Natalie Wood as
Maria in “West Side Story” made me wonder: Who sang

for Richard Beymer as Tony? — Rudy Koch, East Windsor,
N.J.

A
Jimmy Bryant did the singing as Tony, Maria’s
star-crossed lover, in that 1961 classic. “It was tricky,”

recalls Bryant, 75. “I had to sing better than Richard [now
66] but still sound like a street kid.”

Q
Where is my favorite Broadway star, Michael Crawford?
— Stephen Barnes, Colorado Springs, Colo.

A
He’s starring in the London production of Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s latest musical, “The Woman in White.” Craw-

ford (who turns 63 this week) last appeared on London’s
West End 18 years ago in another Lloyd Webber produc-
tion: “The Phantom of the Opera,” which made his reputa-
tion as a musical star.

Reprinted by permission of Parade magazine.
© 2004 Parade Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.

SPECIAL TO STARS AND STRIPES

KRTAP

ABC

Jesse Metcalfe plays the hunky help that one desperate housewife can’t keep her hands off of.

KRT

Gloria Estefan is busy cooking up a screenplay about

troubled singer Connie Francis.
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BY HOLDEN LEWIS

bankrate.com

Tune up your mortgage. Check to see if your taxes
and insurance are being paid correctly. Get a carbon
monoxide detector.

These are some of the mortgage- and housing-relat-
ed New Year’s resolutions offered by experts. You
don’t have to tackle them all now, but as a homeowner,
you would benefit by doing most or all of these things
at some point in 2005.

� Give yourself a mortgage tuneup.
This resolution, offered by David Hall, senior vice

president of Quicken Loans, sounds simpler than it is.
The central idea is this, Hall says: “You can’t put your
mortgage in a drawer and be done with it.”

Instead, he says, you have to view your mortgage as
part of your overall financial plan, matching changing
needs with changing goals.

Among the most critical of these changing needs:
the time you plan to live in the house.

Hall thinks too many homeowners get 30-year fixed
loans and waste money. Instead, they should get
three- or five-year hybrid ARMs, which start out with
a low rate that lasts three or five years, then adjusts an-
nually after that.

“Most folks tend to live in their home a little shorter
than they might anticipate,” Hall says. “When you
take a 30-year, you’re taking a risk. You’re paying
more and your risk is that if you move in three or four
years, you’ve lost a lot of money.”

� Review your credit report.
“I think most Americans don’t know their credit

score,” Hall says, and he thinks that should change.
Check your credit reports for inaccuracies, too.

Confirm whether the mortgage servicing company
is paying the insurance and taxes correctly.

If you have a mortgage, a servicing company is sup-
posed to make sure the taxes and insurance are paid
on time. Sometimes the company goofs. Call the insur-
ance company and the county tax collector once or
twice a year to make sure the mortgage servicing com-
pany is doing its job correctly.

� Find out whether you should move credit card
debt to your home’s equity.

Home equity debt generally is tax-deductible, with
rates that are far below those on credit cards. You can
save a lot of money by paying off your credit card debt
with a home equity loan or equity line of credit.

The surest road to debt is to consolidate your credit
card debts into a home equity loan, then charge up the
cards to the max again. If you do that, charge some
nice clothes on your credit cards so you’ll look present-
able in bankruptcy court.

� Make sure your homeowners insurance is suffi-
cient.

“You should periodically contact your insurer to
make sure you’re covered for home improvements or
increases in value and to make sure you’re properly
covered for any type of risk,” says Gary Bierfriend,
corporate president of MortgageIT.

� Draw up a will if you don’t have one, and make
sure it’s up to date.

This resolution is suggested by Neil Garfinkel, a law-
yer with Abrams Garfinkel Margolis Bergson in New
York. “You’re never too young to have a will,”
Garfinkel says. Owning a home makes a will even
more important.

� Check smoke detectors and buy a carbon monox-
ide detector.

This is another resolution suggested by Garfinkel.
Test smoke detectors at least twice a year; January is
as good a time as any. A carbon monoxide detector
could save your life, especially if you have a furnace
that burns oil or gas. Garfinkel suggests getting your
chimney swept, too.

BY MELISSA HEALY

Los Angeles Times

When a miserable cold struck Kim Colabella in early
December, duty called. Her supervisor and several col-
leagues were out of the office, and Colabella determined
that, ailing or not, she needed to keep things going. So she
took a cold pill, packed up her tissues and soldiered on to
work.

But when Colabella arrived at Corporate Wellness Inc.,
a Mount Kisco, N.Y., company that coordinates employee
health services for other companies, her sniffling,
red-eyed arrival won her a decidedly chilly reception. A
co-worker followed her around with a box of disinfectant
wipes, swabbing down any surface she touched. Fellow
employees reared back in horror when she came near and
finally banished her to her cubicle. The stricken office
worker dared not emerge, even for lunch, and used the
fax and copy machines only when she had accumulated
enough paperwork to make a single trip.

In another year, Colabella’s devotion to her employer
would have been lauded. This time, she was as welcome
at work as Typhoid Mary.

And her transformation from would-be hero to work-
place pariah has a simple explanation: the recent shortage
of flu vaccine.

Most healthy adults — more than 95 percent, by the fed-
eral government’s latest reckoning — are entering the flu
season unvaccinated. The shortage and subsequent ration-
ing have eased in some states; in California, for example,
health officials have ended all age restrictions for the vac-
cine. At this point, however, most of the nation’s healthy
workers probably will remain unvaccinated through the
season.

As a result, “presenteeism” — the practice of showing
up to work sick — is now on the agenda of human-resourc-
es departments throughout the United States.

Whether it’s a flu, cold or stomach virus going around,
companies and their employees are realizing that it takes
just one employee coming to work sick to spark a work-
place outbreak and set off waves of absenteeism down the
line.

“All of a sudden, people are talking about it,” says Ron
Goetzel, a Cornell University/Medstat economist who
studies the phenomenon of working while ill. “It wasn’t in
people’s vocabulary a year ago.”

Now, he says, “employers are realizing there are real
costs to it.”

This year especially, says workplace analyst Lori
Rosen, “the idea of the ‘hero-worker’ that manages to
punch in for a full day’s work despite illness needs to be
discouraged.” Contagious workers jeopardize the health
and productivity of all employees, she says. So their boss-
es need to emphasize that while they need their employ-
ees at work, “they first want a healthy workplace,” says
Rosen, of CCH Associates, a human-resources consulting
firm.

As cold and flu season begins to take hold, companies
across the country are issuing memos and posting signs in
workplace restrooms, urging workers to wash their hands
frequently, cover their coughs and sneezes, get enough
rest and eat nutritious foods. Usually appearing at the bot-
tom of this stay-well litany is an admonishment that few
bosses have ever issued before, and many — even now —
issue through gritted teeth: If you’re sick, stay home, em-
ployees are being told.

And don’t come back until you’re better.
Make no mistake about it, however: This workplace

edict comes not out of a sudden Ebenezer Scrooge-like
conversion of bosses everywhere.

They’re scared: not of the flu itself — with its high fe-
vers and aching muscles — but of an unvaccinated work-
force decimated by it, causing missed deadlines, blown
production runs and shoddy work.

Garden-variety viruses are bad enough, but the flu
packs a punch that can last a week or more.

This past fall, 60 percent of the large employers polled
by the Society for Human Resources Management said
they were planning to offer flu shots or sponsor flu vac-
cine clinics for their employees this year. During last
year’s flu season, widespread efforts helped push flu inoc-
ulation levels among healthy Americans to historic levels
— nearly 1 in 4 healthy adults younger than 65 got the
shot.

But this year, virtually all such plans were scrubbed
after government regulators condemned roughly half the
nation’s projected supply of flu vaccine because of con-
tamination at Chiron Corp.’s British manufacturing plant.
While 27 million doses were quickly set aside for babies,
the elderly and those with chronic medical conditions,
healthy workers have faced the flu season armed with lit-
tle more than hand sanitizer and a heightened wariness.

SEE SICK ON PAGE 27

LATWP

When she had a cold recently, San Diego public relations manager Christine Benton called in sick to set an example for

her co-workers. She says the lesson seems to be working.

From vaccine shortage evolves anti-heroism work ethic

YOUR MONEY

Sick day is healthy choice

New Year’s

chores for

homeowners
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CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Being stuck
with a bad boss can make it that
much harder to go to work and
to be productive while you’re
there.

An annual Gallup poll, con-
ducted in August of 2004, found
that only 10 percent of workers
said they were somewhat or com-
pletely dissatisfied with their
bosses.

But it seems that when a boss
gets bad, he or she really gets
bad — 29 percent of visitors to
www.badbossology.com/ want
to have their boss undergo psy-
chological tests. Another 48 per-
cent say they would fire their
boss if they could.

Got a bad boss? William and
Kathleen Lundin, authors of
“When Smart People Work for
Dumb Bosses,” recommend the
following:

� Identify the problem. Ask
yourself where your bad boss’s
behavior comes from. Are you
treated differently from other
workers? Is your work deficient
in some way? Or does your man-

ager’s bad behavior stem from
his or her shortcomings, such as
a lack of managerial experience
or insecurity? Figuring out
where the behavior comes from
can help you decide how to deal
with it.

� Learn from it. Having a bad
boss can provide some valuable
lessons, especially if you’re hop-
ing to move up in the company
or elsewhere in the industry.
You’ll learn which management
styles work and which don’t.
You’ll also learn sound business
decisions from dealing with the
consequences of bad choices.

� Know when to leave. There
is a big difference between a per-
sonality quirk and destructive
behavior. If you are truly made
to feel uncomfortable at work,
it’s time to look for another job,
even if you love the company
you’re with. Don’t just settle for
having a bad boss.

For more advice on handling
your bad boss, visit www.bad
bossology.com/. The Web site of-
fers hints and tips, as well as fo-
rums for employees and employ-
ers alike to talk about their expe-
riences.

Q: I’m in my 20s and make a good salary, but I still live in my
parents’ house — actually, in their basement.

In my culture it’s considered the child’s duty to help support
the parents, but I’m the only one of several children with a
good job. So I help my parents pay their mortgage, and I also
give my mother spending money each month.

I’m pretty sure that my mother gives the money to
one of my older brothers, who wants to be a comedian
and who refuses to get a job to support himself. I think
she’s tried not to give him money, but he has a terrible
temper and she’s afraid of making him angry.

I want to do the right thing, but I’m getting tired of
supporting everyone and not getting on with my own
life. Do you see a way out?

A: Of course, and so do you. You just haven’t been
willing to take the first step.

It’s important to honor your culture, but it’s unlikely
your culture includes an ancient tradition of supporting
tantrum-throwing wannabe comedians. If your mom is
passing along your largess, then you’re giving too much
and indirectly aiding your brother’s refusal to grow up.

Figure out how much money you need to get your
own place, build up a decent emergency fund and
begin saving for retirement. Your parents may have convinced
you that supporting them in their old age is your duty, but you
shouldn’t count on being able to convince your own kids of the
same thing. Your parents’ stipend can come out of what’s left.

If that’s not enough to pay for the lifestyle to which they’ve be-
come accustomed, they may need to take the opportunity to
downsize — perhaps into a house that’s too small to house Broth-
er Freeload. If your mother has reason to fear your brother’s re-
action, a call to the local domestic violence hot line can offer re-
sources for dealing with the situation.

All this assumes your parents aren’t elderly, disabled or oth-
erwise dependent on you to stay above the poverty line. If cut-
ting back would throw them into an economic tailspin, you may
need to remain at home awhile longer as you transition them to
a more realistic standard of living.

You may well face a barrage of parental and familial criti-
cism for daring to put limits on your dole. But if you’re con-
vinced that you have a right to a life of your own — one that al-
lows you to help your parents without being drained by their de-
mands — then you’ll be able to survive. Interestingly enough, so
will they. Good luck.

Q: My stepson is a victim of identity theft. Are there
any government agencies or other organizations that
he might contact for help?

A: The only good thing about the identity theft epi-
demic — the Federal Trade Commission estimates 9.9
million victims in 2003 alone — is that plenty of re-
sources have sprung up to help the victims.

Your stepson still has a lot of work ahead of him. He
can turn to others for education and information, but
he’s the one who will need to contact the credit bu-
reaus, file a police report and take the other steps nec-
essary to clear his name.

He can’t expect anyone else to do the work for him,
and he’ll be lucky if any official investigation is con-
ducted. Most police departments place a pretty low pri-
ority on identity crimes, and research firm Gartner
has estimated that the thieves face only a 1-in-700

chance of being caught.
But your stepson can limit the damage. He can get informa-

tion from the FTC by visiting its consumer Web site at www.
consumer.gov/idtheft/ or by calling (877) FTC-HELP
(382-4357). Make sure he gets a copy of the FTC’s “ID Theft:
When Bad Things Happen to Your Good Name.”

He also can check out the Identity Theft Resource Center, a
nonprofit organization that recently won a National Crime Victim
Service Award from the Department of Justice, at
http://www.idtheftcenter.org or call (858) 693-7935.

Liz Pulliam Weston is the author of “Your Credit Score: How to Fix, Improve
and Protect the 3-Digit Number That Shapes Your Financial Future.” Ques-
tions for Money Talk can be submitted to her at 3940 Laurel Canyon Blvd.,
No. 238, Studio City, CA 91604, or via her website, www.liz weston.com. She
regrets that she cannot respond personally to queries.

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro costs ......................................... $1.3451
Dollar buys ....................................... €0.7434
British pound ....................................... $1.93
Japanese yen (Jan. 15) ..................... 100.00
South Korean won (Jan. 14) ......... 1,011.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) .................................. 0.3770
British pound .................................... $1.8706
Canada (Dollar) ................................. 1.2162
Denmark (Krone) ............................... 5.6812
Egypt (Pound) .................................... 5.9549
Euro ....................................... $1.3106/0.7630
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................ 7.7960
Hungary (Forint) ................................ 186.88
Iceland (Krona) ....................................... xxx
Israel (Shekel) .................................... 4.3592
Japan (Yen) ........................................ 101.91
Kuwait (Dinar) .................................... 0.2919
Norway (Krone) ................................. 6.2404
Philippines (Peso) ................................ 55.64
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ......................... 3.7500
Singapore (Dollar) ............................ 1.6370
South Korea (Won) ........................ 1,042.90
Switzerland (Franc) ........................... 1.1809
Thailand (Baht) .................................... 38.70
Turkey (New Lira) ............................. 1.4045

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
New York Merc close

Gold ................................................... $422.70
Silver ................................................... $6.580

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 5.25
Discount rate ......................................... 3.25
Federal funds market rate ................. 2.25
3-month bill ............................................ 2.36
30-year bond .......................................... 4.73
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

Money Talk

Liz Pulliam Weston

Dealing with a bad boss

SICK, FROM PAGE 26

On average, says Dr. Kristin Nichol of the
Minneapolis Veterans Affairs Medical Center,
a normally healthy working adult who con-
tracts influenza will be sick — and highly conta-
gious — for five to six days. And he or she will
miss, on average, one to three days of work.

Those numbers speak volumes about the
work ethic — or the sheer necessity — that pro-
pels people to work even when they are sick.

“People who don’t think twice about keeping
a child home from school won’t think to stay
home two days later when they have the same
symptoms,” says Roslyn Stone, an executive of
Corporate Wellness who serves as chairwom-
an for the American Medical Association’s and
Centers for Disease Control’s Workplace Flu
Prevention Working Group.

When sick workers come to work, it’s no bar-
gain for employers.

Presenteeism (the opposite of absenteeism)
costs companies as much as $150 billion in lost
productivity, higher health-care expenses and
cascading absences due to contagion, accord-
ing to a recent report in the Harvard Business
Review.

While many human-resources departments
have begun to get the message, sick workers
still come to work anyway, no matter how
many clients, customers or co-workers they in-
fect, and no matter how poorly they work.

Help family, but don’t forget self
YOUR MONEY

Sick: Don’t be job
hero, keep your
germs at home

FRIDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,868.07 9,708.40 Dow Jones Industrials 10,558.00 +52.17 +.50 -2.09 -.40
3,823.96 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,569.16 +35.59 +1.01 -6.03 +17.55

337.79 259.08 Dow Jones Utilities 332.29 +2.59 +.79 -.79 +24.54
7,273.18 6,211.33 NYSE Composite 7,066.22 +37.55 +.53 -2.54 +7.59
1,435.04 1,150.74 Amex Index 1,399.07 -1.53 -.11 -2.46 +18.19
2,191.60 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,087.91 +17.35 +.84 -4.02 -2.46
1,217.90 1,060.72 S&P 500 1,184.52 +7.07 +.60 -2.26 +3.92

666.99 548.29 S&P MidCap 640.38 +5.52 +.87 -3.46 +7.85
656.11 515.90 Russell 2000 617.48 +7.35 +1.20 -5.23 +4.58

12,024.36 10,268.52 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,652.74 +77.59 +.67 -2.66 +4.83

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 16 65.20 +.18 -.3
Armor Holdings ... 29 43.90 +.27 -6.6
Boeing 1.00 15 50.91 +.28 -1.7
Computer Sciences ... 18 53.66 +.94 -4.8
Engineered Sup Sys .07 21 57.75 +.41 -2.5
General Dynamics 1.44 17 101.42 -.38 -3.0
General Electric .88 23 35.52 +.29 -2.7
Halliburton .50 ... 41.30 +.70 +5.2
Harris Corp. .48 27 58.30 +.86 -5.6
Allied Signal .83 21 35.34 +.76 -.2
L-3 Communications .40 21 70.11 +.23 -4.3
Lockheed Martin 1.00 20 56.00 +.65 +.8
NorthrpG s .92 19 52.64 +.19 -3.2
Raytheon .80 42 36.76 -.04 -5.3
Rockwell Intl. .66 25 53.77 +.62 +8.5
Sequa Corp. ... 36 59.38 +.59 -2.9
Texas Instruments .10 21 22.47 +.27 -8.7
Textron Inc. 1.40 31 72.02 +.64 -2.4
United Technologies 1.40 19 100.94 +.34 -2.3

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Lucent 405977 3.51 +.08
NortelN lf 262844 3.32 -.08
Pfizer 256835 25.25 -.08
AMD 155264 15.16 ...
GenElec 144552 35.52 +.29
EMC Cp 138155 13.75 +.16
NokiaCp 137551 15.24 +.20
SchergPl 125727 20.30 -.35
SprntFON 123529 24.07 +.23
Disney 122564 28.30 +.55

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SPDR 394977 118.24 +.62
SemiHTr 184958 31.35 +.43
iShJapan 83826 10.85 +.11
On2 Tech 66721 1.11 +.10
iShRs2000 65669 122.89 +1.16
DJIA Diam 57271 105.44 +.49
SP Fncl 47065 29.74 +.10
SP Tech 41035 20.22 +.06
WheatR g 32703 3.11 -.09
BemaGold 27855 2.82 -.06

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SunMicro 1764988 4.22 -.36
Microsoft 904958 26.12 -.15
Nasd100Tr 892934 38.43 +.36
Intel 647527 23.02 +.20
Cisco 508420 18.88 +.10
ApldMatl 445457 16.53 +.28
Oracle 419459 13.63 +.15
SiriusS 402754 6.45 -.01
Cree Inc 366913 25.88 -9.19
JDS Uniph 358133 2.78 +.06

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 37.56 +.20 -1.7
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 54.12 +.27 -3.5
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 28.78 +.25 -2.4
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 41.91 +.25 -2.2
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 19.00 +.11 -2.1
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 16.00 +.03 -1.3
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 32.96 +.33 -3.5
AIM Investments A: Const p 22.28 +.21 -2.5
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.14 -.01 +.1
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 34.23 +.15 -3.3
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 29.85 +.20 -2.3
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 27.70 +.18 -1.9
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.46 +.13 -2.0
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.27 +.02 -2.1
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.53 +.06 -2.2
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.79 +.13 -1.9
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 26.38 +.10 -1.2
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 43.20 +.23 -2.4
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 17.16 +.07 -3.4
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 15.10 +.19 -5.0
Scudder Funds S: Income S 13.02 -.01 +.2
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.28 -.01 +.2
Scudder Funds S: Devel 19.24 +.20 -1.3
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 13.10 -.05 -.9
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The first quarter moon is the
cheerleader on your shoulder shout-
ing, “Go, go, go!” An impending
deadline doesn’t hurt, either, and
there are new consequences for not
meeting projections. It’s all extreme-
ly motivating, and under the last few
rays of Capricorn sun, we have the
discipline to make it happen
without emotional resis-
tance.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(January 16). The opportu-
nities that come along this
year are once in a lifetime.
You feel that extra confi-
dence would help you
excel, but confidence
comes from risking. So
through this month and
next, risk first, and you’ll
have a winning attitude this
spring. May is perfect for interviews
and developing your public persona.

Love signs are Pisces and Taurus.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).

An uncharacteristically docile mood
has you putting up with things you

normally wouldn’t. A remark here, a

clutter pile there, a little bad behavior

from the kids — it does add up.

Resolve at least one of these issues
by sundown.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).

When you deserve better, and you

know it, make a fuss! If you don’t,
people around you think you don’t

care. Also, return the sweater you

got for Christmas now while you’re

still within the 30-day limit.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Friends look to you to keep them in

line — what are they thinking?

You’re more likely to instigate mis-

chief than to enforce rules. And for
this very reason, you help people

find their inner parent and take

responsibility.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).

Revisiting childhood memories
unlocks a current puzzling relation-

ship dilemma. Like it or not, your

parents are your parents and forever-

more shall be so. So take a breath,
and dive into the past to figure this

one out.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The

sickeningly sweet tone of people

who are trying to be perfect only
causes you to poke and prod until

you get the response you’re looking

for — reality. Say goodbye to hearts
and flowers, and let the healing
begin.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). It
feels moral to think that social status
doesn’t matter, but down deep, it still
does. There’s a need to see fancy

people in their fancy
clothes, laughing at witty
exchanges — and a great-
er need to be a part of it.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). Loved ones spill
intimate words. You don’t
hear this every day — and
what would life be like if
you did? Absorb kindness
instead of tossing it immedi-
ately back to the giver.
Accepting compliments
well is a talent worth devel-

oping.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You’re called to defend your honor
in some small way. By doing an
excellent job on the minor scale,
you’re preparing to do an excellent
job on the major scale. It’s all impor-
tant, if not to you, then to someone
significant to you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). The stars are like a giant
cosmic vacuum cleaner lifting for-
eign particles from your life. But you
love the foreign particles. It’s disor-
der that makes life interesting. Let
go of some dirt, and things will shine
again.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). It’s time to do what you normal-
ly wouldn’t. A visit to the fringe is
inspiring. Besides, your relationships
need ingenuity to thrive. To stave
away the old ennui, try something
new tonight — Bombay sag pota-
toes, anyone?

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Family members clamor for your
attention. If you feel like joining in the
fun, go for it. But chances are, you’d
like to focus on your career or hobby
instead. Make sure to ask for what
you need.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Your subconscious is a swirl of
activity. Write down your rants, your
insights and your dreams. Some-
where in the scrawl, there is a clue
about a hidden health issue that
needs your attention.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: My oldest sister,

“Daisy,” is married to an emotion-
ally unstable man. I’ll call him
Dwight. Dwight’s claim to fame is
bragging that he can kill people
with his bare hands.

Last year, at a family get-togeth-
er, he grabbed my sis-
ter-in-law “Myra” from
behind without warning,
pulling her hair, getting
her into a choke hold and
physically hurting her.
Myra barely knows
Dwight. She was terribly
frightened and upset,
and ended up pressing
charges against him.

The next day I called
and asked Daisy about it.
Her reply was that
Dwight often shows off
his “abilities” by grabbing people.
Abby, her husband is old enough
to know better. He’s in his late
50s, but Daisy’s attitude was
“boys will be boys.”

Because Myra pressed charges,
Dwight was arrested.

Daisy hasn’t spoken to me
since. She won’t return my phone
calls or acknowledge birthday
cards and has generally been
giving me the silent treatment for
a year. Is it right for her to hold
me responsible, since it was Myra
who pressed charges?

— Snubbed Sister in Burbank
Dear Snubbed Sister: What

Dwight did was childish and
dangerous. Martial arts were

intended as a form of self-de-
fense, not a way of getting atten-
tion at social gatherings. For an
adult to have such a lapse in
judgment is shocking, and he
deserved to be arrested. Your
sister should direct her anger at

her husband, where it
belongs, instead of at
you. Myra was right to
press charges. I hope it
taught Dwight a
much-needed lesson.

Dear Abby: I am 41

years old and in my
seventh month of preg-
nancy. I am a profession-
al, the second-highest
ranked woman in my
office. I have prided
myself on my profession-

alism during my pregnancy and
didn’t announce it until I was 21
weeks along.

One woman in my office insists
on calling me “Little Mother” and
rubbing my stomach. I am not
comfortable with her touching my
abdomen and have asked her not
to refer to me as “Little Mother.”
I explained I didn’t want others in
the office to hear such comments.

Today, in our office lobby, she
again made the “mommy” refer-
ence and rubbed my stomach —
with both hands. I lost it. I told
her to stop it and leave my stom-
ach alone. Now she gives me
funny looks and says I am not
happy being pregnant.

Abby, I have worked all
through my pregnancy. I don’t
want anyone making a big deal of
it. I feel the woman’s conduct is
unprofessional. I have tried hard
not to let my pregnancy interfere
with my work life, and I feel she
is not allowing me the dignity and
professional respect I deserve.

Where do people get the idea
that rubbing a pregnant woman’s
stomach is acceptable? I wouldn’t
do that to someone I considered a
friend, much less a co-worker.
Ditto for the “Little Mother”
comments. Your thoughts, please.

— Pregnant Professional
in Houston

Dear Professional: Believe it
or not, your complaint is not
unusual. I have heard from many
pregnant women complaining
that people they barely know —
even complete strangers — feel
entitled to touch their abdomens.
I have no idea why anyone
would feel entitled to invade
someone’s personal space that
way. As to the “Little Mother”
moniker — since you have spo-
ken to the woman and she per-
sists, take her into your office
and tell her in no uncertain
terms that you consider her
behavior disrespectful and unpro-
fessional.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Dear Annie: Year after year,
your generous readers open their
hearts to America’s hospitalized
veterans by participating in the
Valentines for Vets program. This
program encourages readers to
deliver valentines to their nearest
Department of Veteran’s Affairs
hospital and, in years past, it has
resulted in millions of
cards and letters for
America’s veterans. Last
year, caring community
members made more
than 100,000 veteran
patient visits, and hun-
dreds more chose to
become volunteers at
one of our VA hospitals
or outpatient clinics.

This success would not
be possible without your
support and that of your
faithful and thoughtful
readers. Teachers in
schools, churches, scouting
groups and social organizations
have used this program to bring
their students closer to those
veterans who have served our
country so valiantly, and gave
them a greater understanding of
our nation’s history. In some
areas, the students delivered their
valentines in person.

What your readers provide with
their caring notes and well wishes
can have more power to give
these veterans hope than any
treatment or pill ever prescribed.
At VA, your readers will also find,
through volunteering, many op-

portunities to pay tribute to our
nation’s veterans. No special
skills are necessary, just a willing-
ness to give the gift of their time
and caring to our veterans.

The 2005 National Salute to
Hospitalized Veterans is just
around the corner, Feb. 13-19. We
hope your readers will again let

our veterans know that
they are appreciated and
not forgotten. I encour-
age your readers to visit
these veterans and thank
them in person. The
addresses of our facili-
ties can be obtained by
looking in the telephone
directory, by calling our
toll-free number at
1-800-827-1000 or by
checking our Web site at
www.va.gov/volunteer.

We look forward to
another successful year

of Valentines for Vets, and I know
our veterans do as well. Sincerely,

— Montel Williams,
2005 Chairman,

National Salute to Hospitalized
Veterans Program

Dear Montel Williams: Thank
you for once again giving us the
opportunity to continue this
worthwhile project, and one that
means a great deal to us. We can
never repay these courageous
veterans for the sacrifices they
have made on our behalf, but we
can take the time to cheer them
up and let them know they have
not been forgotten.

Every year, members of Camp
Fire USA deliver valentines to
our veterans, and Salvation
Army volunteers distribute valen-
tines, gifts and refreshments to
various VA facilities around the
country.

Teachers, you have always
been extremely helpful and sup-
portive in making this a class
project, especially with those
wonderful handmade valentines.
Our veterans are particularly
gratified to know that today’s
young students recognize and
appreciate them. We hope you
will encourage your students to
be creative and let them learn
firsthand the satisfaction that
comes from doing something for
others.

Readers, the veterans would
be thrilled if you could drop off
your valentines in person and
visit for a few minutes. If you do
not live close enough to a VA
facility to stop by, you can mail
your valentines. To find the loca-
tion of the nearest VA hospital,
you can check your phone book,
access the VA Web site facility
locator at www.va.gov/directory,
or call the toll-free number at
1-800-827-1000.

Bless you.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Sunday Horoscope

Holiday Mathis

Let veterans know they are
remembered on Valentine’s

Sister should not blame others
for husband’s dangerous antics

Annie’s Mailbox

Caesar named for operation?

Dear Abby

I’ve read that the term “cesare-
an section” comes from the be-
lief that Julius Caesar was deliv-
ered in this way. What is the evi-
dence that the term came from
the belief and not the belief from
the term?

The name “Caesar” is a cogno-
men, a nickname given to one
member of a Roman clan and
borne by his descendants as a
kind of surname. No one knows
who the original Caesar was, but
his descendants within his clan,
the Julii, continued to use his cog-
nomen and formed a major
branch of the clan.

According to a legend related
by the Roman naturalist Pliny,
the first Caesar was so called be-

cause he was cut from the womb
of his dying mother (in Latin, “a
caeso matris utero”), “Caesar”
supposedly being a derivative of
the verb “caedere,” “to cut.”

This etymology is dubious, but
the name “Caesar” has continued
to be associated with surgery to
remove a child that cannot be de-
livered naturally.

Evidence for the belief that Ju-
lius Caesar, the most famous bear-
er of the cognomen, was himself
delivered in this way dates from
as early as 1540, but there is no
authority for this notion.

This column was prepared by the
editors of Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, Tenth Edition. Readers may
send questions to Merriam-Webster’s
Wordwatch, P.O. Box 281, 47 Federal St.,
Springfield, Mass. 01102.
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BY BRIAN BOWERS

Stars and Stripes

Americans in Europe got the
rare opportunity to rock with
some of Christian music’s hottest
artists and most promising new-
comers last
month.

Fans at Christ-
mas Rock Night in
Germany and Winter Wonder
Rock Festival in the Netherlands
were able to catch performances
by Pillar, the O.C. Supertones,
Project 86, Barlow Girl, Sanctus
Real and the hard-rocking new
group Day of Fire.

While such festivals are com-
mon stateside, few make their
way to secularized Europe. But
that doesn’t mean they’re less wel-
come.

“I think they were really more
receptive,” said Joshua Brown,
frontman for Day of Fire.

“They really want to rock, they
really want to thrash around, but
they’re really hungry for the Spir-
it of God.”

Although the cultures are dif-
ferent, people are the same,
Brown said. “It’s the same needs.
People are looking for the same
things overseas as they are in
America. People are looking for
acceptance and people are look-
ing for love.”

Among those singing, dancing
and praising at the Dutch and
German festivals were members
of the U.S. military community.
“They seemed really excited to

have American rock music over
there,” he said.

Brown said he enjoys reaching
out to U.S. troops because his
wife grew up in a military family.

“I am so thankful for our
troops,” he said. “Any time I see

someone in a uni-
form, I like to give
them a CD.”

For Day of Fire,
whose “Cornerstone” spent much
of December at No. 3 on the Chris-
tian radio rock chart, the festivals
were just one part of European
concert tour.

“The crowds were a little small-
er in Europe than they are in the
States, but they were way more in-
tense. … They came to rock,”
Brown said.

Just a few years ago, a Chris-
tian concert tour would have
seemed unimaginable to Brown.
He was lead singer for a success-
ful group known as Full Devil
Jacket, which spent a year and a
half touring with Nickelback,
Fuel and Creed. During that time,
Brown lived the stereotypical
rocker lifestyle.

“Five years ago, I was on drugs
and I was looking for another
high. I never thought I could kick
it or that I would want to kick it,”
Brown said.

That changed after a heroin
overdose and a stint in rehab.

“God came into my life when I
was almost dead,” he said. “He’s
an aggressive God.”

Brown turned away from Full
Devil Jacket and the music busi-

ness after he realized the old
band and his new life didn’t
mesh. However, Brown eventual-
ly met Gregg Hionis and the two
formed Day of Fire.

Brown’s personal experience
makes Day of Fire’s self-titled
debut album hard-edged and gen-
uine. Most of the disc’s songs fea-
ture guitar-driven rock and
Brown’s throaty vocals. It opens
with “Through the Fire,” an asser-
tive account of God promising to
see a believer through trials. The
hit “Cornerstone” is a bit slower
but no less intense as it describes
relying on God’s strength. Other
excellent tracks are the hard-hit-
ting “I Am the Door,” which ex-
amines the need to turn away
from sin, and the slower “Rain
Song.”

The songs are packed with im-
ages touching on Brown’s strug-
gles, as well as his new life.

“I like music for the person
that I used to be,” he said. “Be-
cause God came into my life and
healed me of drug addiction and
completely changed my heart
and my mind, I want other people
to know who he is. … My mission
is just to introduce people to the
Jesus that I know. He’s not a book
of rules or a church service, he’s
the living God.”

On the Web:
www.dayoffire.com.

Today’s Praise is a roundup of news and
reviews from the contemporary Chris-
tian music industry. It appears on the
Religion page.

E-mail Brian Bowers at:
bowersb@stripes.osd.mil

Church aims to appeal to cowboy spirit

Christian rockers see Europeans as ‘way more intense’

BY LINDA STEWART BALL

The Dallas Morning News

PLANO, Texas

T
he Narrow Trail Cowboy Church
in Plano may seem like a study in
contradictions to some.

Held beneath a covered patio at
the Love and War In Texas restaurant, it at-
tracts more suburban professionals than
real rural cowhands.

Yet it’s one of three so-called cowboy
churches that have sprung up in Collin
County, Texas, in recent months with
moral support from the Collin Baptist Asso-
ciation. Statewide,
there are more than 30.

This is a place where
folks say they can wor-
ship God in pointy-toed
cowboy boots or comfy
tennis shoes without
feeling judged or
preached at.

“It’s really
laid-back,” said restau-
rant owner and church
co-founder Tye Phelps,
who provides a free
migas-and-venison-sau-
sage breakfast half an
hour before the 9:30
a.m. Sunday service starts. “The people
who tend to show up are those who don’t
feel comfortable in typical church sur-
roundings.”

The Narrow Trail Cowboy Church is far
from traditional or typical.

For starters, there are no crosses in this
Christian church. Neon beer signs cover
its rustic wood and stone walls. Picnic ta-
bles are the pews, on which folks put their

Bibles or steaming cups of java.
And the restaurant’s Shiner Texas

Music Stage — an unabashed ad for the
beer — is the pulpit.

Someone once cracked that the church
could use a beer cooler as a baptismal
pool.

Given the high cost of land in these
parts, churches have been held in some
pretty unusual spaces, including store-
fronts, movie theaters, hotels and schools.
But a restaurant/bar?

“It doesn’t matter where you are, if
you’re praising the Lord it can be in a bar
or a church,” said singer/songwriter Aus-

tin Cunningham, one of
several country musi-
cians who have per-
formed at the restau-
rant on a Saturday
night and swung back
by to play more Gos-
pel-oriented tunes at
the church Sunday
morning.

His song “The Nar-
row Trail” was a hit at
the first service this
fall. The lyrics tell of a
cowboy who is “lured
down a deceptive can-
yon by a whiskey bottle

and saloon girl’s smile.” The cowboy is try-

ing to stay on a straight and narrow trail.

The congregation quickly claimed the

song’s title as its own.

“The music is a big part of it,” Phelps

said of the church’s appeal.

About 30 people, including a handful of

kids, come each week.

“I love it,” said Hoot Gibson, 57, of

Frisco, Texas, who rides a longhorn steer,
sports a handlebar moustache and wears
one of the few wide-brimmed hats to
church.

“Everybody is so friendly,” Gibson said.
“It’s real personable.”

Many said the relaxed and informal fel-
lowship, complete with good-natured rib-
bing, is a big draw.

They don’t pass an offering plate at the
Narrow Trail church. A metal bucket
marked “tips” sits at the door, where some
leave donations.

“We don’t want to scare people off,” said
preacher John Myers, 42, a part-time stu-
dent at the Dallas Theological Seminary
who makes his living selling commercial
real estate and restoring buildings.

Though he grew up on a farm/ranch in
Kansas, Myers said he got “citified” and
longed to return to his rural roots. He’s
raising his family in Lucas and was in-
trigued by the notion of the cowboy church
he came across in his religious studies.

When he heard Phelps reminiscing on
the radio about cowboy camp meetings he
attended in his youth in Kerrville, Texas,
he knew he had found a kindred spirit.

“It’s kind of a new phenomenon, an
awakening going on across Texas and the
country,” Myers said of the church. “The
first one was started up in Nashville.”

Locally, there are start-up cowboy
churches in Celina, Royse City and the
community of Rhea Mills, northwest of
McKinney. There are more-established
services in Waxahachie and Fort Worth.

“There are no pretensions, you can just
be who you are,” said Richard Hagar, di-
rector of church-starting for the Collin
Baptist Association, which assists 105
churches in Collin County.

Organizers admit that Narrow Trail isn’t
a “true cowboy church” in the sense that
folks have manure on their boots. It’s more
an Old West attitude.

“There are only a few hats here, and we
take them off when we’re praying,” Myers
said. “It’s a church for people who don’t
care for church.

“I’m looking for people who have been
out drinking Friday night and the wife has
been saying, ‘Go to church.’ ”

He says he seeks to change lives through
the Scriptures.

So when he takes the stage in his new
black cowboy hat and Western shirt, he
keeps his message simple and guilt-free:
God is love and offers forgiveness through
Jesus.

Gerald Johnson, 47, a computer techni-
cian, said he was raised Baptist and had
been going to a big church but never felt at
ease.

“This is a little unorthodox, but it’s
great,” Johnson said.

On a recent Sunday, as the rain poured
down on the white tent-top attached to the
restaurant’s patio, the congregation tuned
out the swoosh of cars driving by on Plano
Parkway. Folks leaned forward to hear the
soft-spoken testimony of a McKinney man
who recently toured the Holy Land and
said he stood where Moses once did.

The congregation listened in reverent
awe. Myers followed up with an equally
sober prayer.

“This is so wonderful,” said Susie Coff-
man, 51, an executive assistant at
Brookhaven College, after a recent Nar-
row Trail service.

“You go away from here feeling like
you’ve been to church. It’s uplifting.”

Photo courtesy of Essential Records

Joshua Brown, front, and Gregg Hionis, left, are the core members of

Day of Fire. Brown originally made a name for himself in mainstream

music as the lead singer of Full Devil Jacket.

Today’s praise

RELIGION

The people who tend

to show up are

those who don’t feel

comfortable in

typical church

surroundings.

Tye Phelps

co-founder of Narrow

Trail Cowboy Church

Sunday, January 16, 2005 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · PAGE 29



Tax Assistance 940

Financial Services 904

DSL and Cell service now
in Italy and Germany.

Internet Services 600

Transportation 944Dental 902

Travel Agencies 1002Attorneys 886 Long Distance
Service 660

PAGE 30 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · Sunday, January 16, 2005



Shih Tzu puppies with papers,
champion line, 06551-960550

Chevy Trailblazer LS '02, red,
ex. cond,ac, hitch, pwr-win,pwr-
lks,4x4, 29900 mi, warranty
$17,900 obo.call 09337-980648
or 0160-93576464

Sharpei 7 months, male with
papers, beautiful rare breed,
a n d m a r k i n g s , c a l l
06313-427766 or 0172-6535503

Chevy Trailblazer '04 LS 4 X 4
drk\Red metallic, Excellent Con-
dition, many extras, low miles,
01605145659

Schnautzer toy and big, Shi-Tzu
pure-bred, 400eur + ,call 0048
692676630 or base13@wp.pl

Sport Utility Vehicle 172

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
your international church family
in the greater Frankfurt area.
S u n d a y s : W o r s h i p
1 1 0 0 ( S e p t - M a y ) ;
1000(Jun-Aug); Sunday School,
Adult Bible Class, Youth
C h o i r / Y o u t h F o r u m
0930;Nursery care available.
Nibelungenallee 54,Fkt. Rev.
S a m u e l J .
Wolff;Ph.069-956-31066; Go to:
www.trinity- lutheran.de for more
info, directions,parking, etc

Rottweiler Puppies, pure breed,
with shots, great parents. Price
550 Euro. Phone 06134-286956

Computers 360
Honda Rebel '01, 250cc, US
specs, blue, great condition, low
m i l e s , $ 1 5 0 0 , c a l l
06403-9691880

Pug, ShiTzu, Schnauzer, Beau-
ceron pure breed puppies, all
shots&wormed, 0175-6435474

www.pupplanet.com

Used washing machines and
dryers, all 220V, delivery, guar-
antee, call 0178-35353233

Medela Breastpump '05 Edition
Pump In Style Traveler Back-
pack; 220V; Paid 300 Euro sell

for $150. Call 0175-738-7486

HD '03 Heritage SFTL, blk & slv,
vh pipes loads of chrome most
orig parts inc. $19k call
0170-1977997 or email: george.
holzer@us.army.mil

Household Items 560
English Bulldog puppies,
wormed and shots, w/papers,
c a l l 0 6 3 1 - 3 4 2 7 7 6 6 o r
0172-6535503

Baby Items 200Motorcycles 164
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Wiesbaden
Lorelei Ring 23. Bible Study
- 10:00 A.M., Worship -
11:00 A.M. For info contact:
Bill Weger - 06105-277514
J a m e s W a l k e r -
06122-588628 Uli Mueller -
06128-741124 Klaus Fries -
0611-949-0786

Miniture Poodle puppies, with
papers and shots $450 call

06551-960550

FOR SALE King Size bed $150,
2 blk modern bdr cabinets with
drawers $50 ea., 17" Compaq
Monitor $75 call 06303-808565

Plymouth Voyager '95 LE
Grand teal, pwr drs,win 150K
frt/rear heat/air $2,200 obo call

0160 92943661 Wiesbaden

For Sale FORD 302 V8 Engine,
runs good $800, call Paul after
12:00 hrs Tue-Fr i at

07031-152555

Jack Russel Puppies, with
s h o t s , d e - w o r m e d
06042-953834

2 black leather Love seats $350
each, also 2 black leather
Chairs $200 each, call
06221-7500247 Heidelberg area

Buses/Vans/RVs 158

Beautiful Golden Retriever Pup-
py, looking for great home I paid
400 euro call 06372-995807

4 Brand New Tripple Chrome
Cobra Rims for Mustang. 1994 -
2003 Mach 1 Style, 17x9, 5 log,
$800 neg. call 0160-93210728

Church of Christ
Very convenient to Wiesbaden,

Mainz, and Rhein Main Area
Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship: 11:00 AM Wed: Bible
Study 7:00 PM 0673-2937458

and 0162-8603106
Visit our Web Site @
www.mainz-coc.org

Furniture 510

Saab 95 '01 U.S specs, fully
loaded, 5 spd, leather, prem
sound, on star GPS, sunroof,
under warranty, only 26k miles,
$ 16,900 obo call 06783-4448

15" Kumho Snow-Tires x4, with
rims size 215/75R15 $300 call
0 1 6 0 - 9 8 3 6 5 2 3 3 o r
0931-2879793 leave message

German Shepard 9 month,
male, registered, obedience
trained. good family dog, in-
cludes accessories, Wiesbaden
area $650, call 06195-676851

Porsche 928 '89 316 hp, auto,
abs, a/c, phone, gray met /blk
leather, perfect maint, euro spec

$11,900 call 06195-676851

LEARN TO FLY AT COLEMAN
AERO CLUB call for rates DSN
382-4103 or 0621-7794103 Next
Ground School is 5 & 6 Mar 05
www.colemanaeroclub.com

Boxers & Rotweiler, pure-bred,
f rom 350 euro. 0048
69426-5234 or puppies@wp.pl

Auto Parts 180
CHURCH OF CHRIST STUTT-

GART
"Your Home Away From Home"
INFO: 0711-712381 or

0711-3659210
O r 0 7 1 1 - 6 0 1 9 0 2 5 o r

07143-961330
www.Stuttgartchurchofchrist.org

Mercedes C180 '00, elagance,
blue, 5-Sp., ac, new winter and
summer tires with rims, 66k km,
$15k obo, call 06371-619511

Flying Lessons 480
Religious Activities 871

• Purchase of listed pets is at
buyer's risk. German Dog Club
e.v. recommends checking
breeder's club membership be-
fore any purchase

Dodge SRT-4 '03 Silv, pw, pd,
cd, sony amp, 17 in alu wheels,
3 in custom exhaust, 21K miles,
$16,000 obo, call 0172-1062764

Automotive 140
Coming Soon John Madden
2005 Play Station two Tourna-
ment contact 0160-03274753
or 0172-8713008 for more info

Pets 820
Larg 1 br apartment, small
penthouse, Sat TV, both AFN
and ASTRA rec, big terrace,
700eur ex. gas & elec. call
Shiela 06181-15593 Hanua area

BMW 316i '91, 4 dr, 2 Own,
low-mi, deal main, showroom
cond.,1950, call 0171-6429114

Dodge Neon ES '00 Red, cc,
pw locks/wind, cd, ac, new
paint, tires, 30K miles on motor
replaced warranty. One owner.
$4,500. 040-86693630 lv msg

Events 460

Frankfurt, 120sq, fully furn, 4Bd,
2Ba, Kit, Din, Jacuzzi, By Shop
A r e a s , Z o o , T r a i n & B u s ,
#0172-6705333, Euro1290

BMW 316 '92, runs great,
comes w/ stock + winter tires.
$4k contact Lynn 0175-8240090

Cadillac STS '97 Seville,
wht/tan interior, 300hp, new
tires, premium stereo, chrome
wheels $9,500 , 069-75352439

Late 20s German/American cou-
ple seeks other couples for
friendship and hanging out.
Intrested? give us a buss! prefer
coup les w k ids . ca l l
06224-174074 after 18:00

PartyLite - Candles and acces-
sories in February all Red and
Pink candles on Sale. Call Konni

07127-960720 Stutgard area

Apartment Furn 860

BMW M5 '91, blk, 330 hp 6 zyl,
5 sp, 17' rims, tint wind, all-pwr,
ets-ing, 193k km $6500 call
0160-7113621 Bamberg area

Hi , Family with 2 Kids (12&1y)
in the 30's age looking for
Friendship in Bamberg area

please call 0951-9176033

Interested in Scrap booking?
supply, instruction. contact San-
dy, leaving prints instructor. http:
/sandrapowell.leavingprints.us

AUTO MIKE QUALITY CARS
Need a good car or want to sell

your car? Check us out.
Bad Credit no Problem.
06183-72555 or 0160-93824253

IN GOD WE TRUST

Looking for Furnished or Unfur-
nished Apartment in Stuttgart
close to Kelly B. NO BROKERS
FEE, call Elsa 0171-6400443

BMW 735i '98, orient-blue,
loaded, nav, ex-cond, 154k km,
18" rims, new tires, $19500 obo,
call 0032-65690747

Crafts/Hobbies 380
Audi A4 '04 conv ,3.0l U.S
specs, 10k mil, silv/black interi-
or, prem&sport pkg, fully loaded,

$ 37K obo, call 0175-7503269

Female Medical Doctor, 3 kids,
seeking tall attractive man for
serious relationship. email:
mannheimheidelberg@yahoo.com

BMW 730i '89 Gray metalic,
auto, 130K miles, alu wheels,
pw, wood trim, Wiesbaden $
euor 2,550 call 0178-6711575

Apt for rent in Darmstadt/Grie-
sheim, 70 sqm, bed,live, full
bath, kitchen, newly renovated,
parking space , 750 euro warm

+ util, call 06155-61181

Auto Parts 180
Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

BMW 530i '04 Silv,U.S spec,
fully loaded, 11k miles, selling
moving down Range call
0174-4226717 or 0621-7246060

Charming, elelgant, blonde Ital-
ian Fem 40 D, slim, 1'70m tall,
university degree, no kids, IFO
educated Gentleman, ltr , seri-
ous inquiry only, CP (Box) #
672, 20101 Milano Italy

Nissan Frontier '01 4X4 Crew
Cab, 40k mil, 5 spd, leather, pw,
pd, cr/c, 6 cd/chgr, alu wheels
tow pk, call Mike 0170-655-2530

1 Bed Apt, 30 sqm in Darm-
stadt/Griesheim, bedroom, kitch-
en, shower, newly renovated,
350 euro warm + util, call

06155-61181

BMW 528i '98 Sportwagon
Euro-spec 107k km, Black, auto,
sunroof, navigation system,
leather int, exc. cond. $17,000
neg. 06371-50253 lv message

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
in Europe for assistance call

49(0)1803-AAHELP
or www.aa - europe.net

Tailor Shop Ms. Bailey
from WI Airfield moved to
new location Buschungstr.
13, WI Erbenheim, call
0611-7161793 Jan 10% Off

Apartment Unfurn 856
Charming educated stable busi-
nesswoman, seeking serious
relationship with American male
Age: 38-50 (In K-town). Please
email me at hgourtl@yahoo.com

Dodge Dakota '99, ex. cond,
red, sport pkg, 5-spd, 60k mi,
pwr-brk, pwr-steering, $6k obo,
call 0160-99664552

THINKING OF BUYING OR
SELLING

www.militaryusedcars.com
FOR ALL YOUR NEW AND

USED CAR NEEDS
OR CALL 0171-7869250

BMW 325is '93 Coupe, 2 door,
U.S spec, fully loaded, low miles
88K, silver, excl cond, $ 7,500
obo, call 0174-7927337 email
markwoody0008@hotmail.com

Person to Person 800Computers 360Announcements 040
Used cars from $700 to $3000,
inspection guarantee, call
0171-9506602 Trucks 174

White German Shepherd pure
breed, Female 5 months old
with all papers & shots + acc,

$750 call 0611-5050018

BMW 325i '89 Gray excellent
cond, 6 cyl, sunroof, new tires,
5spd, runs great PCS'ing asking
$ 1,800 obo call 0174-6851251

www.adopt-abroad.com US
lic. adoption & homestudy agen-
cy (49) 030 827 01622

Ford Escape XLT '02, midnight
blk, loaded, front wheel dr, just
30k miles, $18500 obo contact
334-2641 or 06109-695551

30 yr old female looking for live
in nanny/house-keeping posi-
tion, references available call
1062-1508189

I am searching for AFN Sat.
Receiver and a power adapter.
Contact hans3k@yahoo.com or

call 0173-2594738

Crawford's Auto
Major repair and Painting

Parts & Used cars
call 0179-1027543

White Collie pups. Young Great
Dane Wonderful Family pets.
Ser ious Inqur ies on ly .

06033-923456 FB

Dollar protection. Retired &
need to protect your shrinking
dollar? Growing business in
beautiful Czech Rep. seeking
American partner. Require-
ments: people skills & know-
ledge of U.S. books. Will teach
right person. bohemiaburkehot-
mail.com

Pets 820Home Electronics 570Child Care Offered 290Sport Utility Vehicle 172Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Automotive 140Announcements 040Adoption Services 020
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Jobs Offered 630

RESUMES-CAREER
COACHING, Service

www.polishedresumes.com
Tel: 09335-997648

Resume Service 928

Free standing Houses for rent
between Ktown, Darmstadt,
Mannheim, Wiesbaden, no fee.
call Dagmar 0175-8553838

House Unfurnished 878

Dream Italian Vacation house .
Win rate 550 E, summer 850 E,
pool/tennis. mark_rendina@ya-
hoo for photo (49)162-746- 9191

House Furnished 876 Jobs Offered 630

Jobs Offered 630 Jobs Offered 630

Restaurants 872

Pension Rustical near Prague,
www.rustical.wz.cz,

Tours & Trips avail, EURO 32.-
pp, B&B, 00420-257770877,

00420-602302966,
rustical@atlas.cz

Garmisch, lux flat or rooms with
kitchen in city center, fully
equiped, 0171-2340001 or
08821-53400, mail: 53400
@web.de or www.53400.com

Travel 1000

BE ON TOP NEAR GARMISCH
Cozy Grainau Rooms, Appts.,
Great loc. EU 30,00 to 40 per
person incl. breakf. dogs all. Call
for Winter Special 0 88 21 88 53
www.Hotel-Post-Grainau.de

BARGE HOLIDAYS IN
FRANCE

Ideal for families and groups,
Self-catering. See us at:

www.johannacharters.com

SKY Viewing Card /

Official Card mobile 0172

6623298 or 09323 6679

email: pcurran@hrb.de

*Garmisch Skiing*
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
33eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,

dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

Travel 1000Services Offered 952 Travel 1000Religious Activities 871
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AFN TV & Radio
Sunday

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College basketball:
Iowa St. at Oklahoma St. (dld).
AFN-Sports, 2 p.m.—College football:

East-West Shrine Game (dld).
AFN-Atlantic, Pacific and Radio, 7

p.m.—NFL: NFC Divisional playoff game, Min-
nesota at Philadelphia.
AFN-Sports, 7:30 p.m.—College basketball:

Michigan St. at Wisconsin.
AFN-Atlantic, Pacific and Radio, 10:30

p.m.—NFL: AFC Divisional playoff game, Indi-
anapolis at New England.
AFN-Sports, 11:30 p.m.—College basket-

ball: Georgia Tech at North Carolina St.

Monday
AFN-Atlantic, 1:30 a.m.—Motorcycle rac-

ing: THQ World Supercross, Phoenix (dld).
AFN-Sports, 2 a.m.—College basketball:

Virginia at Duke.
AFN-Atlantic, 3:30 a.m.—Bowling: PBA El

Paso Classic (dld).
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—Golf: Sony Open, final

round (dld).
AFN-Sports, 6:30 p.m.—NFL: NFC Divisional

playoff game, Minnesota at Philadelphia
(dld).
AFN-Sports, 9:30 p.m.—NFL: AFC Divisional

playoff game, Indianapolis at New England
(dld).

All times are Central European Time; dld in-
dicated delayed broadcast. All listings are
subject to change. Visit www.myafn.net for
more information.

Pro football
NFL playoffs
Wild-card Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 8

St. Louis 27, Seattle 20
N.Y. Jets 20, San Diego 17, OT

Sunday, Jan. 9
Indianapolis 49, Denver 24
Minnesota 31, Green Bay 17

Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 15

N.Y. Jets at Pittsburgh
St. Louis at Atlanta

Sunday, Jan. 16
Minnesota at Philadelphia
Indianapolis at New England

Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 23

NFC Championship Game
AFC Championship Game

Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 6
Jacksonville, Fla.

AFC vs. NFC

College basketball
Men’s AP Top 25 schedule

Saturday’s games
No. 1 Illinois at Northwestern
No. 2 Kansas at Colorado
No. 3 North Carolina at No. 4 Wake Forest
No. 6 Oklahoma State vs. Iowa State
No. 7 Syracuse at Providence
No. 9 Kentucky at Georgia
No. 10 Texas at Nebraska
No. 11 Mississippi State vs. Arkansas
No. 12 Connecticut vs. Rutgers at the Hart-

ford Civic Center
No. 14 Washington vs. Oregon State
No. 16 Gonzaga vs. Pepperdine
No. 17 Arizona vs. UCLA
No. 18 Cincinnati vs. No. 19 Louisville
No. 20 Pittsburgh vs. Seton Hall
No. 21 George Washington vs. Massachu-

setts
No. 22 Marquette vs. South Florida
No. 24 Iowa vs. Minnesota
No. 25 Oklahoma at Baylor

Sunday’s games
No. 5 Duke vs. Virginia
No. 8 Georgia Tech at North Carolina State
No. 13 Boston College at West Virginia
No. 15 Michigan State at Wisconsin

Friday’s men’s scores
EAST

Bates 71, Bowdoin 46
CCNY 69, Brooklyn 56
Hamilton 77, Clarkson 71
John Jay 52, Medgar Evers 40
Keystone 74, D’Youville 62
Lehman 59, York, N.Y. 56
Loyola, Md. 70, Canisius 68
Middlebury 57, Connecticut Coll. 54
Oswego St. 68, Fredonia St. 56
Pitt.-Greensburg 85, Medaille 47
Potsdam 85, New Paltz 70
RPI 66, Union, N.Y. 63
Skidmore 70, Vassar 67
Tufts 76, Colby 69
Utica 71, Hartwick 58
Wesleyan, Conn. 72, Williams 71

SOUTH
Brown 87, Md.-Eastern Shore 38
Miles 76, Stillman 74

MIDWEST
Beloit 118, Grinnell 116
Bemidji St. 68, Minn.-Moorhead 61
Buena Vista 106, Dubuque 68
Carroll, Wis. 88, Knox 66
Chicago 62, Emory 57
Coe 73, Cornell, Iowa 38
Concordia, St.P. 82, Southwest St., Minn. 73
Dakota St. 76, Mary 65
Lake Erie 97, Mount Aloysius 59
Lawrence 72, Illinois College 60
Martin Luther 71, Northland 64
Minn.-Duluth 71, Augustana,S.D. 51
Minn.-Mankato 101, St. Cloud St. 98, OT
Minn.-Morris 97, Crown 76

Minot St. 71, Black Hills St. 65
North Dakota 73, Nebraska-Omaha 60
Northwestern, Minn. 81, Presentation 67
S. Dakota Tech 72, Dickinson St. 67
Si Tanka-Huron 85, Jamestown 84
St. Norbert 71, Lake Forest 51
Wartburg 76, Cent. Iowa 58
Wayne, Neb. 87, Winona St. 84, OT

SOUTHWEST
Texas-San Antonio 79, Nicholls St. 69
Trinity, Texas 73, DePauw 65

FAR WEST
Nebraska-Kearney 102, Colo.-Colo. Springs 69

Women’s AP Top 25 fared
Friday

1. Duke (16-1) beat Virginia 87-65. Next: vs.
Georgia Tech, Monday, Jan. 17.

2. Baylor (12-2) did not play. Next: vs. Okla-
homa, Sunday.

3. LSU (15-1) did not play. Next: vs. Ala-
bama, Sunday.

4. Rutgers (12-2) did not play. Next: at No.
5 Ohio State, Sunday.

5. Ohio State (16-2) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 4 Rutgers, Sunday.

6. Stanford (14-2) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 14 Boston College, Saturday.

7. Notre Dame (13-3) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 20 Purdue, Sunday.

8. Tennessee (11-3) did not play. Next: at
No. 17 Vanderbilt, Sunday.

9. Michigan State (14-2) did not play. Next:
vs. No. 11 Minnesota, Sunday.

9. North Carolina (13-2) beat North Caroli-
na State 77-75. Next: vs. Miami, Monday, Jan.
17.

11. Minnesota (14-2) did not play. Next: at
No. 9 Michigan State, Sunday.

12. Texas (8-5) did not play. Next: vs. Okla-
homa State, Saturday.

13. Texas Tech (12-2) did not play. Next: at
Colorado, Saturday.

14. Boston College (12-1) did not play.
Next: at No. 6 Stanford, Saturday.

15. Maryland (12-2) did not play. Next: at
Florida State, Sunday.

16. Connecticut (9-4) did not play. Next: vs.
Villanova, Saturday.

17. Vanderbilt (13-2) did not play. Next: vs.
No. 8 Tennessee, Sunday.

18. Georgia (13-5) did not play. Next: vs. Au-
burn, Sunday.

19. UCLA (10-5) lost to Arizona State 44-42.
Next: vs. Arizona, Sunday.

20. Purdue (10-5) did not play. Next: at No.
7 Notre Dame, Sunday.

21. Iowa (13-3) did not play. Next: vs. North-
western, Sunday.

22. DePaul (12-3) beat East Carolina 99-58.
Next: vs. Charlotte, Sunday.

23. Kansas State (11-3) did not play. Next:
vs. Nebraska, Saturday.

24. Iowa State (13-1) did not play. Next: vs.
Missouri, Saturday.

25. Virginia Tech (11-3) did not play. Next:
vs. North Carolina State, Monday, Jan. 17.

Friday’s women’s scores
EAST

CCNY 58, Brooklyn 51
Canisius 65, Iona 50
Colby 59, Tufts 54
Delaware 56, N.C.-Wilmington 40
Drexel 68, Towson 53
Hamilton 59, Clarkson 56
Hartwick 56, Utica 46
La Roche 65, Penn St.-Altoona 46
Manhattan 67, Rider 60
Marist 64, Loyola, Md. 50
Middlebury 65, Connecticut Coll. 50
New Paltz 79, Potsdam 42
Niagara 77, Fairfield 72, OT
Oneonta 57, Plattsburgh 47
Oswego St. 69, Fredonia St. 47
Pitt.-Greensburg 78, Medaille 47
Siena 63, St. Peter’s 53, OT
Skidmore 45, Vassar 40
Union, N.Y. 63, RPI 55
William Smith 56, St. Lawrence 54

SOUTH
Duke 87, Virginia 65
George Mason 50, James Madison 48, OT
Hofstra 78, William & Mary 70
Memphis 56, Tulane 53
Miles 66, Stillman 58
North Carolina 77, N.C. State 75
Old Dominion 78, Va. Commonwealth 59
Richmond 63, Fordham 38

MIDWEST
Augustana,S.D. 64, Minn.-Duluth 57
Buena Vista 89, Dubuque 54
Carroll, Wis. 73, Knox 56
Charlotte 60, Marquette 54
Chicago 78, Emory 60
Concordia, St.P. 85, Southwest St., Minn. 56
DePaul 99, East Carolina 58
Dickinson St. 53, S. Dakota Tech 52
George Washington 69, Dayton 41
Indiana St. 80, Wichita St. 52
Jamestown 67, Si Tanka-Huron 59
Lake Forest 55, St. Norbert 54
Lawrence 79, Illinois College 56
Luther 52, Simpson, Iowa 47
Mary 69, Dakota St. 55
Minn.-Crookston 65, Northern St., S.D. 54
Minn.-Moorhead 70, Bemidji St. 38
Minn.-Morris 79, Crown 71
Minot St. 62, Black Hills St. 56
N. Iowa 64, S. Illinois 40
North Dakota 86, Nebraska-Omaha 58
Northland 62, Martin Luther 54
Northwestern, Minn. 60, Presentation 55
SW Missouri St. 80, Illinois St. 57
Southern Miss. 72, Saint Louis 64
St. Cloud St. 80, Minn.-Mankato 73
Wartburg 75, Cent. Iowa 70
Xavier 77, Rhode Island 38

SOUTHWEST
Houston 77, UAB 59
TCU 67, South Florida 55
Texas-San Antonio 58, Nicholls St. 53
Trinity, Texas 79, DePauw 65

FAR WEST
Arizona St. 44, UCLA 42
Fort Hays St. 63, Adams St. 53
Montana 70, Montana St. 68, OT
Montana-Western 75, Montana Tech 73
Morningside 82, Colorado Christian 55
Regis 72, Mesa, Colo. 54

Southern Cal 67, Arizona 54
W. Baptist 68, Warner Pacific 67

EXHIBITION
Slovak Republic 66, Cornell, Iowa 38

Golf
Sony Open

Friday
At Waialae Country Club

Honolulu
Purse: $4.8 million
Yardage: 7,060; Par 70
Second Round

a-denotes amateur
Shigeki Maruyama 67-65—132 -8
Justin Rose 67-66—133 -7
Brett Quigley 66-67—133 -7
Paul Azinger 67-68—135 -5
Jeff Sluman 67-68—135 -5
Tom Lehman 67-68—135 -5
Andrew Magee 67-68—135 -5
Robert Gamez 69-66—135 -5
Stewart Cink 66-69—135 -5
Adam Scott 71-65—136 -4
Tom Byrum 66-71—137 -3
Jason Allred 69-68—137 -3
D.J. Trahan 70-67—137 -3
Vijay Singh 69-68—137 -3
Chad Campbell 67-71—138 -2
Woody Austin 67-71—138 -2
Jeff Maggert 70-68—138 -2
Ernie Els 71-67—138 -2
Shaun Micheel 70-68—138 -2
Jonathan Kaye 67-71—138 -2
Paul Gow 70-68—138 -2
Dick Mast 74-64—138 -2
Dean Wilson 69-70—139 -1
Brent Geiberger 68-71—139 -1
David Toms 71-68—139 -1
Craig Parry 69-70—139 -1
Rich Beem 70-69—139 -1
Franklin Langham 71-68—139 -1
Hank Kuehne 66-73—139 -1
Briny Baird 68-71—139 -1
Ryan Palmer 69-70—139 -1
Bart Bryant 70-69—139 -1
Larry Mize 70-69—139 -1
Loren Roberts 70-70—140 E
Peter Jacobsen 72-68—140 E
John Cook 72-68—140 E
Todd Hamilton 69-71—140 E
Tim Herron 68-72—140 E
Charles Howell III 70-70—140 E
Bob Estes 71-69—140 E
Sean O'Hair 69-71—140 E
Nick Watney 70-70—140 E
John Riegger 72-68—140 E
Arron Oberholser 71-69—140 E
Jim Furyk 71-69—140 E
Craig Stadler 71-69—140 E
Tommy Armour III 69-71—140 E
Rob Rashell 73-67—140 E
Ben Crane 71-70—141 +1
D.A. Points 71-70—141 +1
Joe Durant 69-72—141 +1
Jesper Parnevik 72-69—141 +1
Zach Johnson 76-65—141 +1
Brian Gay 71-70—141 +1
Pat Perez 71-70—141 +1
Tom Pernice, Jr. 69-72—141 +1
Luke Donald 74-67—141 +1
Greg Meyer 71-70—141 +1
Jason Bohn 71-70—141 +1
Omar Uresti 70-72—142 +2
Tom Kite 71-71—142 +2
Billy Mayfair 71-71—142 +2
Daniel Chopra 73-69—142 +2
Chris Riley 71-71—142 +2
Retief Goosen 72-70—142 +2
Steve Jones 73-69—142 +2
Joey Snyder III 71-71—142 +2
Ryuji Imada 73-69—142 +2
Sean Murphy 70-72—142 +2
Steve Allan 75-67—142 +2
Steve Flesch 73-69—142 +2
Heath Slocum 72-70—142 +2
Rory Sabbatini 72-70—142 +2
Jonathan Byrd 73-69—142 +2
Duffy Waldorf 74-68—142 +2
Charles Warren 74-68—142 +2
Greg Owen 69-73—142 +2
D.J. Brigman 73-69—142 +2

Failed to qualify
Tim Petrovic 73-70—143 +3
Michael Allen 72-71—143 +3
Ted Purdy 73-70—143 +3
Tag Ridings 70-73—143 +3
Mark Hensby 72-71—143 +3
Craig Perks 70-73—143 +3
Geoff Ogilvy 73-70—143 +3
Michael Long 70-73—143 +3
James Driscoll 72-71—143 +3
Toru Taniguchi 74-69—143 +3
Hunter Haas 74-69—143 +3
Chris Smith 71-72—143 +3
Brad Faxon 70-73—143 +3
Fred Funk 75-68—143 +3
Carlos Franco 68-75—143 +3
Corey Pavin 72-71—143 +3
Harrison Frazar 72-71—143 +3
Kevin Stadler 71-72—143 +3
Toshi Izawa 71-72—143 +3
Scott Simpson 75-69—144 +4
Robert Allenby 71-73—144 +4
Danny Briggs 74-70—144 +4
Matt Gogel 76-68—144 +4
John Senden 77-67—144 +4
Chris Tidland 71-73—144 +4
Bo Van Pelt 74-71—145 +5
John Huston 72-73—145 +5
Dudley Hart 74-71—145 +5
David Ishii 73-72—145 +5
Bernhard Langer 72-73—145 +5
Todd Fischer 75-70—145 +5
Frank Lickliter II 75-70—145 +5
Jerry Kelly 74-71—145 +5
Brett Wetterich 70-75—145 +5
John Morse 74-72—146 +6
Patrick Sheehan 76-70—146 +6
Aaron Baddeley 73-73—146 +6
Hideki Kase 75-71—146 +6
Peter Lonard 73-73—146 +6
Bradley Hughes 72-75—147 +7
Brendan Jones 73-74—147 +7
Kirk Triplett 72-75—147 +7
Hidemichi Tanaka 74-73—147 +7
Brian Bateman 72-75—147 +7
Spike McRoy 74-74—148 +8

Joe Ogilvie 70-78—148 +8
Justin Bolli 76-72—148 +8
Vaughn Taylor 72-76—148 +8
Ian Poulter 74-74—148 +8
Paul Casey 75-74—149 +9
Takashi Kamiyama 76-73—149 +9
a-Michelle Wie 75-74—149 +9
Darron Stiles 74-76—150 +10
Hideto Tanihara 76-74—150 +10
John Rollins 76-74—150 +10
Matt Davidson 77-73—150 +10
Jonathan Mathias 81-69—150 +10
Euan Walters 78-73—151 +11
Kevin Na 74-78—152 +12
Paul Claxton 77-75—152 +12
Andre Stolz 79-74—153 +13
Cameron Beckman 73-80—153 +13
Thomas Levet 75-79—154 +14
Len Mattiace 79-75—154 +14
Kevin Carll 76-79—155 +15
John Lynch 75-82—157 +17

Tennis

Kooyong Classic
Saturday

At Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club
Melbourne, Australia
Purse: Exhibition

Surface: Hard-Outdoor
Championship

Roger Federer, Switzerland, def. Andy Rod-
dick, United States, 6-4, 7-5.

Third Place
Tim Henman, Britain, def. Andre Agassi,

United States, 6-3, 6-7 (5), 7-5.

Medibank International
Saturday

At The Sydney International Tennis Centre
Sydney, Australia

Purse: ATP, $419,000 (Intl.); WTA, $585,000
(Tier II)

Surface: Hard-Outdoor
Singles
Men

Championship
Lleyton Hewitt (1), Australia, def. Ivo

Minar, Czech Republic, 7-5, 6-0.
Women

Championship
Alicia Molik (6), Australia, def. Samantha

Stosur, Australia, 6-7 (5), 6-4, 7-5.
Doubles
Men

Championship
Mahesh Bhupathi, India, and Todd Wood-

bridge (3), Australia, def. Arnaud Clement
and Michael Llodra, France, 6-3, 6-3.

Canberra Women’s Classic
Saturday

At The National Sports Club
Canberra, Australia
Purse: $110,000 (Tier V)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Championship

Ana Ivanovic, Serbia-Montenegro, def.
Melinda Czink, Hungary, 7-5, 6-1.

Doubles
Championship

Tathiana Garbin, Italy, and Tina Krizan, Slo-
venia, def. Gabriela

Navratilova and Michaela Pastikova,
Czech Republic, 7-5, 1-6, 6-4.

Heineken Open
Saturday

At ASB Bank Tennis Centre
Auckland, New Zealand

Purse: $426,000 (Intl. Series)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Championship

Fernando Gonzalez (5), Chile, def. Olivier
Rochus, Belgium, 6-4, 6-2.

Doubles
Championship

Yves Allegro, Switzerland, and Michael
Kohlmann, Germany, def. Simon Aspelin,
Sweden, and Todd Perry, Australia, 6-4, 7-6
(4).

Australian Open
show court schedule

Monday
At Melbourne Park
Melbourne, Australia

Play begins on all courts at 7 p.m. EST
Sunday

Rod Laver Arena
Serena Williams (7), United States, vs.

Camille Pin, France
Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, vs. Fabrice

Santoro, France
Dieter Kindlmann, Germany, vs. Andre

Agassi (8), United States
Night Session

Play begins at 3:30 a.m. EST Monday
Samantha Stosur, Australia, vs. Amelie

Mauresmo (2), France
Marat Safin (4), Russia, vs. Novak Djokov-

ic, Serbia-Montenegro
Vodafone Arena

Svetlana Kuznetsova (5), Russia, vs. Ange-
la Haynes, United States

Scott Draper, Australia, vs. Tommy Robre-
do (13), Spain

Guillermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, vs. Carlos
Moya (5), Spain

Sesil Karatantcheva, Bulgaria, vs. Maria
Sharapova (4), Russia

Margaret Court Arena
Thomas Johansson (30), Sweden, vs. Peter

Luczak, Australia
Stephanie Cohen-Aloro, France, vs. Mary

Pierce (24), France
Joachim Johansson (11), Sweden, vs.

Sjeng Schalken, Netherlands
Xavier Malisse, Belgium, vs. Tommy Haas

(16), Germany

Deals
Friday’s transactions

BASEBALL
MLB—Named Laurel Prieb vice president

for Western operations and special projects.
American League

CHICAGO WHITE SOX—Agreed to terms
with OF Aaron Rowand on a two-year con-
tract. Sent C Jamie Burke outright to Char-
lotte of the IL.
DETROIT TIGERS—Sent OF Alexis Gomez

outright to Toledo of the IL.
OAKLAND ATHLETICS—Agreed to terms

with DH Erubiel Durazo on a one-year con-
tract and INF Bobby Smith on a minor league
contract.

National League
ATLANTA BRAVES—Agreed to terms with

OF Raul Mondesi on a one-year contract.
CHICAGO CUBS—Agreed to terms with

RHP Chad Fox on a minor league contract.
SAN DIEGO PADRES—Agreed to terms with

RHP Scott Linebrink on a two-year contract
and RHP Miguel Asencio on a one-year con-
tract. Sent LHP Darrell May outright to Port-
land of the PCL. Added Tim Flannery to the
radio broadcast team.
WASHINGTON NATIONALS—Agreed to

terms with 1B Nick Johnson on a one-year
contract.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

NBA—Fined Utah F Carlos Boozer $5,000
after upgrading his flagrant foul in a Jan. 13
game against Sacramento to a penalty two.
CHICAGO BULLS—Activated G Jannero

Pargo from the injured list. Placed G Frank
Williams on the injured list.
DALLAS MAVERICKS—Placed G Marquis

Daniels on the injured list. Activated C D.J.
Mbenga from the injured list.
DETROIT PISTONS—Signed G Anthony Gold-

wire to a 10-day contract.
GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS—Activated F

Dale Davis from the injured list. Placed F An-
dris Biedrins on the injured list.
INDIANA PACERS—Activated C Scot Pol-

lard from the injured list. Placed C David Har-
rison on the injured list.
MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES—Placed G Mike Miller

on the injured list. Activated G Andre Em-
mett from the injured list.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

GREEN BAY PACKERS—Named Ted Thomp-
son general manager.
SAN DIEGO CHARGERS—Agreed to terms

with Marty Schottenheimer, coach, on a
two-year contract extension through the
2007 season.
SEATTLE SEAHAWKS—Fired Bob Whitsitt,

president of football operations.
TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS—Signed CB Blue

Adams, WR Scotty Anderson, WR Chris
Davis, WR Derrick Lewis, WR Adrian Madise,
WR Terrance Metcalf, DT Delbert Cowsette,
K Todd France, OL Jason Jimenez, OL Mitch
White, S Kalvin Pearson, DL Brian Save, C
Brian Sawyer and P Brian Simnjanovski.

SOCCER
Major Soccer League

CHICAGO FIRE—Traded a 2006 sec-
ond-round draft pick and G Henry Ring to
Dallas for a 2005 third-round draft pick.
COLUMBUS CREW—Traded F Jeff Cunning-

ham to Colorado for a 2006 first-round draft
pick.
KANSAS CITY WIZARDS—Named John

Cone goalkeeper coach.
LOS ANGELES GALAXY—Traded MF-DF

Sasha Victorine to Kansas City for a 2005 sec-
ond-round draft pick. Traded a 2005 sec-
ond-round draft pick to Real Salt Lake for an
expansion allocation.
METROSTARS—Acquired a 2005

first-round draft pick from Dallas for a play-
er to be named. Traded MF Ricardo Clark to
San Jose for a youth international spot and
an allocation. Traded a 2006 second-round
draft pick to Real Salt Lake for a youth inter-
national spot.
NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION—Traded a

2005 fourth-round draft pick and a player to
be named to Colorado for a 2005 third-round
draft pick.
SAN JOSE EARTHQUAKES—Traded MF Rich-

ard Mulrooney, MF Arturo Alvarez and 2005
first- and third-round draft picks to Dallas
for MF Brad Davis, an allocation and a 2005
first-round draft pick.

Major Indoor Soccer League
MISL—Suspended St. Louis G Brett Phillips

for one additional game for violent conduct
in a Jan. 9 game against Chicago.

COLLEGE
NCAA—Named Walter Harrison, Hartford

president, executive committee chair and
Philip Austin, Connecticut president, Divi-
sion I board of directors chair.
BERRY—Announced the resignations of

Jim Izard, women’s basketball coach, and
Kat Sungy, women’s assistant basketball
coach. Announced athletic director Todd
Brooks will serve as interim coach for the re-
mainder of the season.
COASTAL CAROLINA—Signed David Ben-

nett, football coach, to a three-year contract
extension through 2010.
CONNECTICUT—Signed Jim Calhoun,

men’s basketball coach, to a six-year con-
tract extension and Geno Auriemma, wom-
en’s basketball coach, to a five-year con-
tract extension.
KENTUCKY—Named Jimmy Heggins offen-

sive line coach.
NOTRE DAME—Announced DE Justin Tuck

will forego his final year of college eligibility
and make himself available for the NFL
draft.
SAN FRANCISCO—Signed Erik Visser,

men’s soccer coach, to a multiyear contract.
STANFORD—Named A.J. Christoff defen-

sive coordinator and secondary coach,
Nathaniel Hackett recruiting coordinator
and specialists coach, Tom Freeman and
Ben McAdoo offensive line coaches, Wayne
Moses running backs coach and Tom Quinn
defensive ends, outside linebackers and spe-
cial teams coach.
VIRGINIA—Announced LB Darryl Black-

stock will forego his senior season and
make himself available for the NFL draft.
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Boys basketball
Division I

Heidelberg 61, ISB 49
(Friday at Heidelberg)

Int’l. Sch. of Brussels 7 8 15 19-49
Heidelberg 14 12 22 13-61
Top scorers - ISB: Nick Foreman 14, Robleh
Esa 14; Heid: T.C. Blanks 17, Tyreke Wesley
11, Brandon Grant 10, Chris Jones 10, Des-
mond James 8.

Noteworthy - Grant fueled Heidelberg with
7 rebounds, 6 steals and 4 assists. His team-
mate Damon Fleming added 10 rebounds.
ISB was led by Esa, who had 6 rebounds and
Nir Azran with 3 steals.

JV - Heidelberg 50, ISB 10
Heidelberg 73, ISB 45

(Saturday at Heidelberg)
ISB 7 3 15 20-45
Heidelberg 21 16 16 20-73
Top scorers - ISB: Esa 14, Guy Gershon 11;
Heid: Jones 18, Blanks 18, Grant 12, Wesley
10.

Noteworthy - Grant led the Lions with 7
steals and 4 assists. Teammates Kenny Klin-
ner and Steve Harvey added 8 rebounds
apiece. Alastair Thorne grabbed 5 rebounds
for the Raiders. Heidelberg improved to 5-2,
ISB fell to 2-3.

JV - Heidelberg 53, ISB 19.
Ramstein 74, Wiesbaden 67

(Friday at Wiesbaden)
Ramstein 14 30 12 14-74
Wiesbaden 11 12 20 24-67
Top scorers - Ram: Allen Weaver 32, Mar-
quiston Showers 11, Eric Murray 8; Wies:
Robert Edwards 24, David Bradford 13, Bryce
Lee 11, Shannon McCray 7.

Noteworthy - After falling behind 44-23 at
halftime, Wiesbaden closed the gap to 2
points late in the 4th quarter before Ram-
stein connected on 7-of-9 free throws to
clinch the victory. For the evening, Weaver
was 13-of-13 from the line. Wiesbaden fell to
3-2.

JV - Ramstein 33, Wiesbaden 22
Division II

Vilseck 71, SHAPE 64
(Friday at Mannheim)

SHAPE 11 25 11 17-64
Vilseck 20 12 19 20-71
Top scorers - SHP: Joe Puttman 27, V.J.
Fowler 19, Kodiak Reed 12, Rod Calhoun 3,
Matt Anderson 2, Nik Kyricizis 1; Vils: Jamaal
Johnson 32, Josh Brooks 18, Aaron Vernon
12, Kevin Pollock 3, Derrick Jones 2, Kollin Jor-
dan 2, Mike Klein 2.

Noteworthy - Johnson sank 5-of-6 3-point
tries. Vernon led Vilseck with 10 rebounds;
his teammates Brooks added 8 and Pollock
6. SHAPE got 8 rebounds from Fowler and 7
each from Reed and Puttman.

JV - SHAPE 47, Vilseck 43.
Mannheim 49, Vilseck 47
(Saturday at Mannheim)

Vilseck 12 12 14 9-47
Mannheim 15 11 8 15-49
Top scorers - Vils: Pollock 17, Vernon 8,
Brooks 7; Mann: Desmond Brown 14, Jamal
Womble 9, Rickey Gardner 7, Durrell Green 6,
Earl Lee 5, Reggie Jenkins 4.

Noteworthy - 5 steals each by Brown and
Gardner fueled fourth-quarter comeback by
Mannheim (6-1), which got 15 rebounds
from Lee, 7 rebounds and 7 assists from
Gardner, 5 rebounds from Womble and 3 as-
sists from Brown. The Bison next play at Kai-
serslautern on Friday night. Pollock led
Vilseck (3-1) with 11 rebounds. Brooks
added 6 rebounds and Vernon 5 assists for
Vilseck, which is scheduled to play at Black
Forest Academy on Friday and Saturday.

JV - Vilseck 37, Mannheim 33.
Black Forest Academy 56, AFNORTH 26

(Friday at Kandern, Germany)
AFNORTH 8 6 5 7-26
BFA 15 15 17 9-56
Top scorers - AFN: Emmanuel Walters 15,
Mike Wigley 6; BFA: Shawn Newby 14, John
Mosely 11, Pete Matthews 7, Scott Custer 7.

Noteworthy - BFA’s Custer led all rebound-
ers with 11; teammate Newby grabbed 8.
AFNORTH’s Schlery Carbone had 8 rebounds
and Wigley added 6.

JV-BFA 42, AFNORTH 13.
BFA 65, Patch 62

(Saturday at Vaihingen, Germany)
BFA 15 9 16 25-65
Patch 12 7 25 18-62
Top scorers - BFA: Newby 14, Michael Al-
bright 13, Custer 12, Mosely 11; Pat: Neil Grif-
fin 28, DeAnte White 8.

Noteworthy - Mosely sank a 3-pointer in
the closing seconds of the game to seal the
win for BFA. Teammate Custer snared 10 re-
bounds. Patch’s White led all rebounders
with 13, teammate Griffin added 10. BFA im-
proved to 4-2, Patch fell to 3-3.

JV-Patch 35, BFA 25
Division III

Brussels 44, Menwith Hill 38
(Saturday at Menwith Hill)

Brussels 12 13 12 7-44
Menwith Hill 9 6 6 17-38
Top scorers - Brus: Matt Arens 11, Mike
Moyseowicz 9, Brandon Pierce 9; Men: Terry
Cuddy 16, Matt Bailey 10.

Noteworthy - Pierce led Brussels with 7 as-
sists.

JV - Unavailable.
Menwith Hill 48, Brussels 47 (2OT)

(Saturday at Menwith Hill)
Brussels 14 9 9 10 2 3-47
Menwith Hill 15 9 9 9 2 4-48
Top scorers - Brus: Arens 13, JacobWilliam-
son 13; Men: Cuddy 18, Kevin Hershey 10,
Mike Bartholomew 8.

Noteworthy - Cuddy drained a 3-pointer in
the final seconds of double overtime to lift
the Mustangs over the Brigands. Hershey
led Menwith Hill with 12 rebounds. Logan
Quinn recorded 7 assists for Brussels, Pierce
added 5. Menwith Hill is 3-1; Brussels is 3-4.

JV - Unavailable.
Ansbach 71, Giessen 44

(Friday at Giessen; score by quarters
unavailable)

Top scorers - Ansb: Russell Bailey 29, Tyler
Sherman 16, Brandon Bachtel 14; Gies:
Charles Rodgers 10, Chris Fehlman 8.

Noteworthy - Bailey snatched 17 rebounds
and Sherman and Taurean Moore 14 each
for Ansbach, which got 8 rebounds, 5 assists
and 5 steals from Dameon Outley. Fehlman
had 4 rebounds for Giessen.

JV - Unavailable.

Ansbach 71, Giessen 37
(Saturday at Giessen; score by quarters

unavailable)
Top scorers - Ansb: Moore 18, Bailey 17,

Sherman 12; Gies: Nick Urzi 8, Fehlman 7.
Noteworthy - Bailey pulled down 12 more

rebounds and Sherman 11 as Ansbach,
which got 5 rebounds, 5 assists and 5 steals
from Outley, improved to 3-2 on the season.
Next up for the Cougars are home games Fri-
day and Saturday against Baumholder. Gies-
sen, which got 5 rebounds from Urzi, will
take an 0-6 record into Tuesday night’s
game at Frankfurt International School.

JV - Unavailable.
Hohenfels 61, Baumholder 52

(Friday at Baumholder)
Hohenfels 13 20 10 18-61
Baumholder 10 9 13 20-52
Top scorers -Hoh: B.J. Denson 19, Carlos

Jones 10, Keathon Ranson 10; Baum: Mike
Denson 20, Tyriek Bayne 12, Chris Bray 7.

Noteworthy - Denson of Hohenfels led all
rebounders with 18l his teammates Ransom
and Pat Busby pulled down 9 each. Busby
blocked 5 shots and J.P. Parks made 4 steals
for Hohenfels. Alex Eng led Baumholder with
9 rebounds; his teammate Mike Denson
added 6 and Bayne and C.J. Roberts grabbed
5 each.

JV - Baumholder 40, Hohenfels 22.
Hohenfels 61, Baumholder 44

(Saturday at Baumholder)
Hohenfels 12 12 19 18-61
Baumholder 11 8 11 14-44
Top scorers - Hoh: Parks 20, B.J. Denson 13,

Carlos Jones 11; Baum: Bayne 10, Bray 10,
Eng 8.

Noteworthy - Parks made 4more steals for
Hohenfels, which got 13 rebounds from B.J.
Denson, 6 from Anthony Marshall and 5 from
Busby. Hohenfels (2-5) was playing its first
D-3 opponent of the season and is next slat-
ed to play at Bamberg on Friday night. Baum-
holder is 1-5 and is scheduled to play at Ans-
bach on Friday and Saturday night.

Nonconference
Wiesbaden 60, FIS 36

(Wednesday at
Frankfurt International School)

Wiesbaden 19 17 17 7-60
Frankfurt Int’l. School 4 14 14 4-36
Top scorers - Wies: Lee Bryce 18, Robert

Edwards 12; FIS: Alex Dempsey 13, Byron Sh-
annon 12.

Noteworthy - Dempsey and Shannon each
claimed 8 rebounds for FIS.

JV - Unavailable.
Bitburg 2, Bamberg 0

(Forfeit Friday at Bitburg)
Bitburg 2, Bamberg 0

(Forfeit Saturday at Bitburg)
Ramstein 79, SHAPE 40
(Saturday at Ramstein)

SHAPE 10 9 12 9-40
Ramstein 17 18 20 24-79
Top scorers - SHA: Joe Puttman 15, V.J.

Fowler 9, Kodiak Reed 6; Ram: Alex Chebaro
16, Weaver 14, Whitney McCloud 10, Murray
10.

Noteworthy - Ramstein improved to 4-2,
SHAPE fell to 3-4.

JV - Ramstein 33, SHAPE 19
Italy

Naples 82, Livorno 43
(Friday at Livorno)

Naples 26 15 21 20-82
Livorno 15 8 8 12-43
Top scorers - Napl: Mark Pearyer 17, An-

drew Watson 16, Noah Stevenson 13; Liv:
DeAngelo Hall 22.

Naples 56, Milan 15
(Saturday at Livorno; game ended by

40-point courtesy rule with 2:45 to play)

Naples 21 10 6 19-56
Milan 0 7 8 0-15
Top scorers - Napl: Watson 16, Josh Kaim-
akua 9; Mil: Evern Doganlar 8.

Noteworthy - Naples, which collected a
pair of forfeits and postponements in the
2004 portion of the schedule, is 4-0 going
into Friday’s and Saturday’s games at Avi-
ano. Livorno fell to 1-4 and is scheduled to
host Marymount this weekend, while Milan
is 0-5 going into home games Friday and Sat-
urday against Vicenza.

Girls basketball
Division I

Heidelberg 30, ISB 28
(Friday at Heidelberg; score by quarters

unavailable)
Top scorers - International School of Brus-
sels: Megan Gibson 11, Caelen Crotty 9;
Heid: Ree Ree Washington 17, Sholanda
Larry 8.

Noteworthy - Washington pulled off 7
steals.

JV - Unavailable.
Heidelberg 36, ISB 28

(Saturday at Heidelberg)
Int’l. Sch. of Brussels 6 2 12 8-28
Heidelberg 11 10 6 9-36
Top scorers - ISB: Gibson 12; Heid: Wash-
ington 11, T’Londa Finch 8.

Noteworthy - Heather Campbell pulled
down 10 rebounds as the Lady Lions im-
proved to 3-4 on the season. Heidelberg next
plays at Ramstein on Friday night. ISB (3-2)
is scheduled to play at SHAPE on Wednes-
day before entertaining Wiesbaden on Fri-
day and Saturday.

Division II
Vilseck 38, SHAPE 23

(Friday at Mannheim)
SHAPE 4 8 5 6-23
Vilseck 14 14 4 6-38
Top scorers - SHP: Ashley McGee 7, Justine
Shelton 6, Vicky Kearney 4, Devina Marquez
2, Trish Puttman 2, Maria Shelton 2; Vils:
LaPorchea Sanders 22, Eboney Chambers 8,
Cathy de la Rosa 6, Clarissa Hardy 2.

Noteworthy - Sanders sank 4-of-8 3-point
attempts. Chambers snared 12 rebounds;
her teammate Hardy had 8 and pulled off 5
steals, and Vilseck’s Jessica Linka blocked
two shots. Kearney posted 10 rebounds and
3 steals for SHAPE.

JV - Vilseck 31, SHAPE 26.
Patch 53, BFA 17

(Saturday at Vaihingen, Germany)
Black Forest Academy 2 0 10 5-17
Patch 14 17 13 9-53
Top scorers - BFA: Megan Woodward 7,
Julianne Armstrong 4, Katie Rempel 4; Pat:
Nicole Anderson 13, Meredith Beatty 10,
Kathryn Lonergan 6, Alexis McCroskey 6.

Noteworthy - Anderson grabbed 10 re-
bounds and Beatty 7 for patch, which im-
proved its season record to 3-3. BFA got 7 re-
bounds from Woodward, 6 from Rempel and
5 from Kelsey Garrity. Next up for BFA are
games Friday and Saturday at Vilseck. Patch
is scheduled to play at SHAPE on Friday and
at AFNORTH on Saturday.

JV - Patch 30, BFA 6.
Division III

Ansbach 68, Giessen 38
(Friday at Giessen)

Ansbach 19 21 12 16-68
Giessen 11 8 11 8-38
Top scorers - Ansb: Brittney Britton 23,
Keke Johnson 19, Alciia Contreras 11; Gies: El-
isha Darby 12, Amanda Gray 11, Paige Kumm
4.

Noteworthy - Britton led all rebounders

with 9; Contreras was next with 6 and Alison
Hazen followed with 5. Johnson handed out
5 assists, and Contreras made 5 steals. For
Giessen, Darby, Gray and Amber Singleton
each grabbed 4 rebounds.

Ansbach 68, Giessen 37
(Saturday at Giessen)

Ansbach 28 18 15 7-68
Giessen 6 13 7 11-37
Top scorers - Ansb: Britton 27, Johnson 16,

Kate Alegado 11; Gies: Gray 12, Shawn Jack-
son 11, Darby 9.

Noteworthy - Alegado led all rebounders
with 8; her teammates Britton and Johnson
dished out 6 and 5 assists, respectively. De-
fending European D-3 champion Ansbach im-
proved to 5-0. Ansbach is scheduled to host
Baumholder on Friday and Saturday. Gray
had 6 rebounds and Jasmine Redmond-Ortiz
4 for Giessen, which got 5 steals from Darby
and fell to 0-6 on the season. The Lady Grif-
fins are scheduled to play at Frankfurt Inter-
national School on Friday night.

Baumholder 52, Hohenfels 34
(Friday at Baumholder)

Hohenfels 5 5 5 19-34
Baumholder 17 8 15 12-52
Top scorers - Hoh: Erin Smalls 13, Mica
Nicholson 9; Baum: Tish Shelhas 36, Kandi
Dyer 12, Shawntae Price 4.

Noteworthy - Shelhas supplemented her
scoring with 10 steals. Dyer, who made 1
steal, and Price, whomade 2 steals, each col-
lected 10 rebounds.

JV - Hohenfels 15, Baumholder 13.
Hohenfels 35, Baumholder 31

Hohenfels 12 4 7 12-35
Baumholder 16 6 7 2-31
Top scorers - Hoh: Vanessa Turner 15,

Small 8, Lisa Mayhew 6; Baum: Shelhas 21,
Ashley Karayannis 6.

Noteworthy - Small had 6 rebounds and
Ashley Gauss 5 for Hohenfels, which will
take a 1-6 mark into its Friday night game at
Bamberg. Dyer puled down 7 rebounds and
Karayannis 5 for Baumholder. The 3-3 Lady
Bucs are next scheduled Friday and Satur-
day at unbeaten Ansbach.

JV - Hohenfels 14, Baumholder 5.
Italy

Naples 46, Milan 5
(Friday at Livorno; game ended by

40-point courtesy rule with 52 seconds left
in 3rd quarter)

Naples 18 13 15-46
Milan 2 2 1 -5
Top scorer - Napl: Renna Damon 24.
Noteworthy - Naples will take 3-0 mark

into games Friday and Saturday at Aviano.
Milan is 0-4 and is scheduled to host Vicenza
on Friday and Saturday.

Sigonella 52, Vicenza 11
(Friday at Vicenza; game ended in third

quarter by 40-point courtesy rule)
Sigonella 10 22 20-52
Vicenza 0 10 1-11
Top scorers - Sig: Rachel Smith 19; Vic: Mi-

ashi Tate 8.
Noteworthy - 5-player team Vicenza was

reduced to four in the first quarter when its
5th player fouled out.

Sigonella 45, Vicenza 5
(Saturday at Vicenza; game ended in

third quarter by 40-point courtesy rule)
Sigonella 16 15 14-45
Vicenza 4 0 1- 5
Top scorers - Sig: Liz Lally 18; Vic: Tate 4.
Noteworthy - Sigonella is 4-0; Vicenza,

which played just four players after fifth
fouled out in second quarter, is 0-4. Sigonel-
la next plays at American Overseas School
of Rome on Friday and Saturday, the same
days Vicenza plays at Milan.

Nonconference
Bamberg 31, Bitburg 19

(Friday at Bitburg; some first names
unavailable)

Bamberg 8 9 8 6-31
Bitburg 7 5 2 5-19
Top scorers - Bamb: Dionniah Mathis 12, J.

Wallace 9, Natasha Black 5; Bitb: Nichole
Griep 5, J. Winn 4.

JV - Unavailable.
Bitburg 31, Bamberg 25

(Saturday at Bitburg; some first names
unavailable)

Bamberg 6 1 9 9-25
Bitburg 1 9 8 13-21
Top scorers - Bamb: Jessica Mayfield 13,

Wallace 6; Bitb: Alex Bintz 21, Danielle Mef-
ford 5, Winn 1

Noteworthy - Bintz pulled down 7 re-
bounds in each game to lead Bitburg. Winn
and Griep had 6 and 4 each, respectively in
each of the two games, which left Bitburg
with a 4-3 record going into Friday and Satur-
day games at Hanau. Bamberg is 3-3 going
into a Friday night game at home against Ho-
henfels.

JV - Unavailable.
Ramstein 53, SHAPE 15
(Saturday at Ramstein)

SHAPE 2 1 12 0-15
Ramstein 13 10 16 14-53
Top scorers - SHP Devina Marquez 8, Tiara

Robinson 5, Ashley McGee 2; Rams: Krissy
Grosselin 15, Kayleen Bannister 12, Heather
Steele 8.

Noteworthy - Vickey Kearney of SHAPE
(0-6) led all rebounders with 10 and posted 6
steals and 2 assists. Her teammate Shara
Fowler added 5 rebounds. Next up for SHAPE
is a home date Wednesday against ISB. The
Lady Spartans host Patch on Friday and Lak-
enheath on Saturday. Ramstein (4-1) got 6
assists and 4 steals from Grosselin, six
steals from Rebecca Tenuta and 6 rebounds
each from Steele and Bannister.

JV - Unavailable.

Wrestling
Kaiserslautern quadrangular

(Saturday)
Team scoring - Heidelberg 148, Wiesbaden
132, Baumholder 49, Kaiserslautern 16.

103 pounds - None.
112 - 1, Chris Toner (Heid); 2, Robert Decro-
lis (Wies); 3, Rowell Keats (Wies).

119 - 1, Michael Zachar (Heid); 2, David
Cros (Baum); 3, Kris Higgins (Wies); 4, Harri-
son Hayes (Kais).

125 - 1, Andrew Moon (Heid); 2, Michael
Walker (Baum); 3, Jamie Jung (Kais).

130 - 1, Adam Johnson (Heid); 2, John Far-
hat; 3m, Tristan Mahler (Baum); 4, Perianne
Tucker (Heid).

135 - 1, Steven Ponte (Wies); 2, David
Johnson (Heid).

140 - 1, Andrew Hoffman (Heid); 2, Steve
Jewell (Wies); 3, Michael Smith (Baum).

145 - 1, Tony Gagnon (Wies); 2, Jeremy
Brady (Heid); 3, Josh Emerson (Baum).

152 - 1, Jordan Yakana (Heid); 2, Andrew
Aelong (Heid); 3, Allen Sims (Baum).

160 - 1, Matthew Alexander (Wies); 2, Elliot
Boltz (Heid).

171 - 1, Madison Hayes (Kais); 2, (tie) Rex
Ely (Heid) and Paul Hurley (Wies).

189 - 1, Phillip Johnson (Heid); 2, Zach Mel-
lio (Wies); 3, Ignacio Suarez (Baum); 4, Jeff
Surpris (Wies).

215 - 1, Brandon Simmons (Heid); 2, Chris
Garcia (Wies).

275 - 1, Greg Surpris (Wies); 2, Troy Price
(Kais); 3, John Guidry (Wies); 4, Josh Stanley
(Baum).

Ansbach pentagonal
(Saturday)

Team scoring - Ramstein 266, Patch 138,
Bitburg 135, Ansbach 96, Bamberg 90.5.

103 pounds - 1, Trey Fortunato (Rams); 2,
Ryan Singleton (Bitb); 3, James Ricks (Pat);
4, Onyeuwa Fry (Bamb).

112 - 1, Daniel Brunal (Bitb); 2, Nicholas
Rogers (Pat); 3, Jordan Borino (Rams); 4, Ben-
jamin Gill (Rams).

119 - 1, Daniel McElroy (Bamb); 2, Ryan
Gough (Rams); 3, Daniel Roberts (Ansb); 4,
Nate Buckley (Pat).

125 - 1, Noah Sheppard (Rams); 2, Justin
Salmeron (Bamb); 3, Kevin Keating (Pat); 4,
Ben Meyer (Rams).

130 - 1, Coty Rinehart (Rams); 2, Jeremiah
Raveling (Rams); 3, Jasmine Thompson
(Ansb); 4, Mike Brady (Pat).

135 - 1, Kent Norda (Rams); 2, Daniel Her-
ring (Bamb); 3, Simon Arnold (Bitb); 4, Aaron
Perry (Pat).

140 - 1, Devin Gardner (Bitb); 2, Michael
Kane (Rams); 3, Domenic Rauchkolb (Ansb);
4, Randy Bowker (Pat).

145 - 1, Chris Vucich (Pat); 2, Jose Figueroa
(Rams); 3, David Villanova (Bitb); 4, Daniel
Renaud (Bitb).

152 - 1, Shawn Renaud (Bitb); 2, Karl Sauci-
er (Rams); 3, Adam Worrell (Bam); 4, David
Zumbach (Ansb).

160 - 1, Logan Rainforth (Rams); 2, Jonas
Jenson (Bitb); 3, Sean McLachlan (Rams); 4,
Jose Tovar (Bitb).

171 - 1, Joel Smith (Rams); 2, Eric Oyan
(Rams); 3, Jeremy Paulson (Ansb); 4, Lance
Hoffman (Bitb).

189 - 1, Michael Beuckens (Pat); 2, John
Winston (Rams); 3, Adam Golden (Ansb).

215 - 1, Cole Maxey (Rams); 2, Mike Ewing
(Ansb); 3, Brian Taylor (Pat).

275 - 1, Brian Bowles (Pat); 2, James Horst
(Rams); 3, Joshua Worrell (Bamb).

Noteworthy - In the biggest matches of
the day, Ramstein’s Maxey, a newcomer
from Japan, pinned European 215 runner-up
Ewing; Shawn Renaud of Bitburg defeated
European 152 champ Saucier of Ramstein,
and Patch’s Vucich downed European 135
runner-up Figueroa of Ramstein in overtime.

Hohenfels Pentagonal
(Saturday)

Team scoring - Würzburg 174, Hohenfels
159, Hanau 131, Vilseck 46, Giessen 43.

103 pounds - None.
112 - 1, Anthony Davis (Würz); 2, Albert Sos-
tre (Han); 3, Chris Peterson (Hoh); 4, Ryan
Berry (Würz).

119 - 1, Bill Tomas (Hoh); 2, Mark Caples
(Hoh); 3, Zach Dillerd (Han); 4, Reiss Pelligri-
no (Han).

130 - 1, Jonathan Painter (Würz); 2, Peter
Logan-Espinoza (Han); 3, Bobby Bohn (Bil);
4, Chris Williams (Gies).

135 - 1, Jesse Painter (Würz); 2, Lucas
Heise (Han); 3, Damian Odum (Hoh); 4, David
Burkman (Vil).

140 - 1, Nate Apodaca (Hoh); 2, Brian Paint-
er (Würz); 3, Sergio Gonzalez (Vil); 4, Nick
Gomez (Han).

145 - 1, Andrew Bouknight (Hoh); 2, Alex
Orona (Hoh); 3, Gabriel Williams (Han); 4,
Allan Sligh (Vil).

152 - 1, Matt Apodaca (Hoh); 2, David Glea-
son (Hoh); 3, Kevin Brier (Vil); 4, Robert Di-
etrich (Gies).

160 - 1, Patrick Van Fleet (Hoh); 2, Anthony
Reyes (Würz); 3, Stephen Pears (Hoh); 4, Kas-
sandra Dykes (Han).

171 - 1, K.C. Brown (Gies); 2, Jerold Rung
(Gies); 3, Jonathon Echevarria (Han); 4, Wes
Arnold, Hoh.

189 - 1, Jim Curtis (Würz); 2, Robert Fleck
(Würz); 3, Matthew Domko (Gies); 4, Dereck
Neville (Han).

215 - 1, Peter Lopez (Würz); 2, David Crook
(Hoh); 3, Terrence Smith (Han); 4, Stephen
Shrock (Würz).

275 - 1, Luis Ortiz (Han); 2, Raymond Batton
(Wurz); 3, Charles Osborne (Wurz); 4, Tyler
Israel (Han).

High school scoreboard

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

From left, Baumholder’s Kandi Dyer, Hohenfels’ Erin Small, Mannhe-

im’s Grecia Gonzales, Hohenfels’ Ashley Gauss and Baumholder’s

Ashley Karayannis battle for a loose ball Friday night in Baumholder,

Germany. Baumholder defeated Hohenfels 52-34.

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

Hohenfels’ Pat Busby sinks a

layup over Baumholder’s Mike

Denson on Friday night in Baum-

holder, Germany. Hohenfels

defeated Baumholder 61-52.

Sunday, January 16, 2005 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · PAGE 35



BY RUSTY BRYAN

Stars and Stripes

MANNHEIM, Germany —
Jamaal Johnson made consecu-
tive three-pointers just after half-
time Friday night to spark the
Vilseck Falcons to a 71-64 victory
over the SHAPE Spartans in a Di-
vision II game.

“The idea was to come out and
put the heat on them,” said
Johnson, who went 5-for-6 from
behind the arc and scored 32
points.

Johnson’s threes after the
break — his fourth and fifth of the
night — tied the game at 42 2:18
into the third quarter. Vilseck
trailed 36-32 at the half.

SHAPE led just once more,
57-56 with 4:16 remaining in the
game, before Johnson hit a field
goal to give Vilseck the lead for
good.

Free throws were a key part of
the Vilseck victory. The Falcons
played the final five minutes of
the game in the bonus situation,
and were in the double bonus for
the final 2:33.

“We had some of their guys in
foul trouble at halftime,” Johnson
said. “We planned to take the ball
to the hole and win the game at
the line.”

The plan worked, but just bare-
ly. The Falcons shot just 15-for-31
from the free-throw line.

Josh Brooks added 18 points
and eight rebounds for Vilseck,
which also got 12 points and 10 re-
bounds from Aaron Vernon.

Joe Puttman led SHAPE with
27 points and seven rebounds.
The Spartans dipped to 3-4 on Sat-
urday after Ramstein handed
them a 79-40 defeat.

In other games of note Friday
and Saturday:

Mannheim rallies past Vilseck:
At Mannheim, steals by Desmond
Brown and Rickey Gardner fu-
eled a 15-9 fourth-quarter run to
give the Bison their sixth victory
of the season, 49-47.

Brown led Mannheim with 14
points. Jamal Womble added nine
points and five rebounds for the
Bison. Earl Lee scored seven
points and pulled down a
game-high 15 rebounds.

The Bison, whose only loss of
the season came against Division
I power Heidelberg, play in Kai-
serslautern on Friday night
against the unbeaten Division I
Red Raiders.

Kevin Pollock led Vilseck with
17 points and 11 rebounds.

Vilseck (3-1) travels to Black
Forest Academy on Friday and
Saturday.

Lions sweep ISB: At Heidel-
berg, the defending Division I
champs improved to 5-2 with a
61-49 victory Friday and a 73-45
win Saturday over the Internation-
al School of Brussels Raiders.

T.C. Blanks led Heidelberg

with 17 points Friday and fol-
lowed with 18 Saturday. Brandon
Grant had six steals and four as-
sists on Friday and seven steals
and four assists on Saturday.

Next up for Heidelberg is a Fri-
day night game at home against
Ramstein, a team which defeated
the Lions 40-35 at Ramstein in De-
cember.

ISB (2-3) plays at SHAPE on
Wednesday before hosting Wies-
baden on Friday and Saturday.

Naples sets up showdown: At
Livorno, Italy, Naples hammered
Livorno 82-43 on Friday and
Milan 56-15 on Saturday to set up
a battle of the unbeatens this Fri-
day and Saturday at Aviano.

Mark Pearyer led Naples in
scoring on Friday with 16 points.
Andrew Watson led the defend-
ing European Division III
champs on Saturday with 16
points.

Ramstein dumps Wiesbaden:
At Wiesbaden, Allen Weaver
went 13-for-13 from the
free-throw line to help the Royals
defeat the Warriors 74-67 on Fri-
day.

Weaver scored 32 points.
The Royals returned home Sat-

urday and ran their record to 4-2
with a 79-40 victory over SHAPE.

Ramstein will host unbeaten
Kaiserslautern on Wednesday
night. Wiesbaden (3-2) and next
plays at International School of
Brussels on Friday and Saturday.

E-mail Rusty Bryan at:
bryanr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY RUSTY BRYAN

Stars and Stripes

MANNHEIM, Germany —
Playing for just the third time this
season the Vilseck Lady Falcons
rolled to a 38-23 victory over
SHAPE.

LaPorchea Sanders made four
three-pointers in the opening 16
minutes as Vilseck took a 28-12
halftime lead and romped to its
third victory of the season.

“It’s easier to play once you get
the lead,” said Sanders, who was
4-for-8 from behind the arc en
route to a 22-point performance.
“We’re trying to work on our
rhythm, and we got a good run
going in the first quarter.”

Vilseck claimed 40- and
31-point victories over Hohenfels
in its only previous outings of the
season. That was expected to
change Saturday, when the Lady
Falcons faced Division II contend-
er Mannheim, but after Friday
night’s victory, Vilseck was ready
for the challenge.

“This team’s been together for
two years,” said guard Cathy de
la Rosa, who scored six points
and made four steals against
SHAPE. “We’ve got confidence.”

In other games of note on Fri-
day and Saturday:

Mannheim rallies to sixth win:
At Mannheim, Vilseck held tough

until the final moments when
Mannheim’s Nyesha Green went
4-for-4 from the line to give the
Lady Bison a hard-fought 47-45
victory.

Green, who scored 21 points,
made six steals, grabbed five re-
bounds and scored the final four
points of the game.

Kelsey Chavarria grabbed 16
rebounds and Amanda Knox 10
in the victory for the Lady Bison
(6-1). They face unbeaten Kaiser-
slautern on Friday.

Vilseck, which got only six
points from Sanders, was led by
16 points from Eboney Chambers
and 10 from Jessica Linka.

The Lady Falcons are taking a
3-1 record into Friday and Satur-
day’s games at Black Forest Acad-
emy.

Aviano tramples Marymount:
At Aviano, the defending Italy
champion Saints (4-0) held visit-
ing Marymount to three points
for the weekend.

Aviano took 42-2 and 41-1 cour-
tesy-rule victories on Friday and
Saturday.

Marymount’s Stefania Palma
scored all three of her team’s
points.

Ten-point outings by Kassie
Mangosing on Friday and by Che-
rie McNeeley on Saturday topped
the score sheet for Aviano. The
Saints hosts archrival Naples this
Friday and Saturday.

Heidelberg sweeps ISB: At
Heidelberg, the Lady Lions
stretched their winning streak to
three straight with 30-28 and
36-28 victories over the visiting
Raiders.

Heidelberg got 17 points from
Ree Ree Washington on Friday.
She scored 11 Saturday. The
Lady Lions (3-4) will take on Ram-
stein on Friday.

ISB (3-2) plays at SHAPE on
Wednesday before returning
home to host Wiesbaden on Fri-
day and Saturday.

Ansbach marches on: At Gies-
sen, defending European Divi-
sion III champion Ansbach got 23
points from Brittney Britton on
Friday in a 68-38 victory over the
Lady Griffins.

Britton scored 27 in Saturday’s
68-37 victory.

Keke Johnson scored 19 on Fri-
day and 16 on Saturday for the
Lady Cougars (5-0), who host
Baumholder on Friday.

Giessen (0-6) plays next at
Frankfurt International School on
Tuesday.

E-mail Rusty Bryan at:
bryanr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Girls basketball

Johnson’s threes, 32 points
lift Vilseck over SHAPE 71-64

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

Vilseck’s Jamaal Johnson leads the break against Mannheim on Satur-

day in Mannheim, Germany. Mannheim defeated Vilseck 49-47. On

Friday, Johnson scored 32 points in Vilseck’s 71-64 win over SHAPE.

Sanders scores 22, Vilseck rolls to third straight win

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

Mannheim’s Jasmine Lee is fouled while going up for a shot against

Vilseck on Saturday in Mannheim, Germany. Mannheim won 47-45.

Boys basketball
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BY DOUG FERGUSON

The Associated Press

HONOLULU — Her cheeks
were stained with dried tears. A
box of tissue was at her feet if she
needed them.

Only after her week at the Sony
Open was over did 15-year-old
Michelle Wie finally act her age.

“I’m just going to go for some
retail therapy,” she said.

She might have better luck in
the mall. The kid couldn’t buy a
putt at Waialae Country Club.

The result was a 4-over 74 in
the second round on Friday, with
a three-putt from 8 feet for triple
bogey on her sixth hole that shat-
tered her hopes of becoming the
first female in 60 years to make
the cut on the PGA Tour.

Wie ended on a positive note
with a 10-foot birdie putt, walking
off the 18th green with a rare
smile.

All that got her was a tie for
128th, better than 14 men and the
same score as Paul Casey, who
four months ago was playing for
Europe in the Ryder Cup.

She finished at 9-over 149,
seven shots below the cut line and
17 shots behind Shigeki Maruya-
ma, who had a one-shot lead over
Justin Rose and Brett Quigley
going into a weekend at Waialae
without its biggest star.

“I think I just tried too hard,”
Wie said.

The expectations were higher,
especially after the she shot 68 in

the second round last year with
birdies on two of the last three
holes to miss the cut by one shot.
It was the best score by a female
competing on a men’s tour.

“Missing the cut by one last
year, I kind of took it for granted
that I was going to play better,”
Wie said. “Last year, everything
went too easily.”

But she faced tougher odds this
time around, mainly the strong
Kona wind that came out of the
opposite direction and made it dif-
ficult to find fairways.

Wie’s problems came on the
greens. She didn’t make the bird-
ie putts when she had them, and
by the end of the round, the par
putts became tougher. And the tri-
ple bogey crushed her spirit.

“I was like, ‘Oh, God, this is not
what I wanted,’ ” Wie said.

“Missing putt after putt, your
shoes kind of get heavier and it
gets harder, because your confi-
dence goes down. Then you make
a couple of bogeys and I thought,
‘It’s just not my day today.’ ”

Maybe it just wasn’t a day for
youth.

Four players from the Champi-
ons Tour all made the cut, includ-
ing 53-year-old Dick Mast. He
qualified Monday, then tied his ca-
reer low with a 64 on Friday and
was only six shots out of the lead.

Craig Stadler (69), Peter Jacob-
sen (68) and Tom Kite (71) all get
to stick around this weekend.

Not so for Wie.

Her hopes came undone when

she was even par for the round,
needing a 67 to make the cut, and
her tee shot found the right rough
on the sixth hole, blocked by tall,
skinny palms. Wie found an open-
ing and tried to play a low hook
around the trees, but the ball
never made it back to the short
grass.

She left her wedge short,
chipped over a hump to 8 feet and
took three putts before she was
done.

And then she was done.
“I thought, ‘OK, make six bird-

ies instead of three.’ I really tried
out there,” she said.

Maruyama made it look easy,
jumping into contention by play-
ing a three-hole stretch around
the turn in 4 under par — an
8-iron to 3 feet on the eighth, hol-
ing the bunker shot for eagle on
the par-5 ninth, and making a
20-foot birdie on the 10th. He
held it together the rest of the
way and was at 8-under 132.

“I was worried about my game,
first tournament of the year,” he
said. “I’m not nervous now.”

The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Nikolas Besag-
no could only think of one word to
describe his feelings when expan-
sion team Real Salt Lake made
him the top pick in the Major
League Soccer draft Friday.

“Shock,” Besagno said.

The 16-year-old midfielder
from Maple Valley, Wash., is the
second-youngest player to be
drafted No. 1. Freddy Adu was 14
years old when he was picked last
year by D.C. United.

“It’s an honor,” Besagno said.
“The first draft pick’s always the
one everyone notices. It’s just
amazing.”

Besagno played 20 games with
the Under-17 U.S. men’s national
team and will be reunited at Real
Salt Lake with former Under-17
men’s coach Steve Ellinger.

“He has all the tools to be a
very young star in this league,” El-
linger said. “Knowing what I
know, there’s no way I’m going to
let somebody else get him. That’s
why I had to get him with the first
pick.”

The first round was loaded with
defensive talent. Seven of the top
12 picks were defenders, two
were defensive midfielders and
one was a goalkeeper.

Club Deportivo Chivas USA, an
expansion team that will play in
Los Angeles this season, selected
South Carolina goalkeeper Brad
Guzan with the second pick.

Chicago next took UCLA for-
ward Chad Barrett. San Jose ac-
quired the fourth pick through a

trade with FC Dallas and selected
defensive midfielder Danny
O’Rourke from Indiana.

Judge dismisses parts of
Neuheisel suit, keeps core issue

SEATTLE — A judge threw out
part of former Washington foot-
ball coach Rick Neuheisel’s
wrongful termination lawsuit Fri-
day, saying he was not entitled to
pursue his claim of defamation
against the NCAA.

Nevertheless, Neuheisel’s cen-
tral claims — that the university
wrongly fired him and that the
NCAA wrongly meddled in the
case — will be allowed to go to
trial later this month.

The trial is scheduled to begin
Jan. 24.

In four seasons with the Hus-
kies, Neuheisel compiled a 33-16
record, including a Rose Bowl vic-

tory in 2001 and a No. 3 national
ranking. Former athletic director
Barbara Hedges fired him in
June 2003 after he lied to her
about interviewing for a job with
the San Francisco 49ers and
about his participation in NCAA
men’s basketball gambling pools.

Walchhofer wins downhill
on Lauberhorn; Miller third

WENGEN, Switzerland —
Michael Walchhofer led Austria
to a 1-2 finish in a World Cup
downhill Saturday while overall
leader Bode Miller was third on
the famed Lauberhorn, the long-
est course on the circuit.

Walchhofer covered the de-
manding 2.8-mile run in 2 min-
utes, 27.05 seconds — 0.09 ahead
of Christoph Gruber. It was the
first downhill victory of the sea-
son for Walchhofer, the reigning
world champion in the discipline.

Miller was 0.18 behind the win-
ner and managed to take third de-
spite skipping the morning inspec-
tion run. The American stretched
his overall lead to 258 points.

Goetschl wins Cup downhill;
Kostelic takes overall lead

CORTINA D’AMPEZZO, Italy
— Austria’s Renate Goetschl on
Saturday won a women’s down-
hill for her third victory in four
days. Croatia’s Janica Kostelic
showed she is back at the summit
of World Cup skiing after missing
all of last season.

Goetschl posted a winning time
of 1 minute, 37.27 seconds — 0.29
ahead of Kostelic, who took the
lead in the overall World Cup
standings. Lindsey Kildow of the
United States finished third, 0.44
behind, for her sixth top-three fin-
ish this season.

AP

Michelle Wie can’t get her putt to

drop in on the 17th green during

the second round of the Sony

Open on Friday at the Waialae

Country Club in Honolulu. Wie

finished the round 9 over, seven

shots below the cut line.

15-year-old struggles on greens,
misses cut by seven in Sony Open

BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

Eric Gagne, Lance Berkman
and Ben Sheets were among the
players who filed for salary arbi-
tration Friday, joining Roger Cle-
mens in the process baseball man-
agement hates most.

Clemens, who became a free
agent after the season, accepted
Houston’s offer of arbitration last
month and will be among those
who exchange proposed salaries
with their teams on Tuesday.

Clemens, who still has not de-
cided whether to retire, is coming
off his record seventh Cy Young
Award and could propose a
record amount in arbitration, top-
ping the $18.5 million filed by
New York Yankees shortstop
Derek Jeter before the 2001 sea-
son.

Following the departures of
Carlos Beltran and Jeff Kent,
Houston might feel pressure to re-
tain Clemens, who became a
drawing card last year, his first
season with his hometown Astros.

Philadelphia second baseman
Placido Polanco and Seattle
left-hander Ron Villone also be-
came free agents and accepted ar-
bitration. The other players in ar-
bitration all have less than six
years of major league service.

Many baseball owners dislike
arbitration because it forces them
to pay their players as much as
comparable players on other
teams.

Eighty-nine players are in arbi-
tration, but many are expected to
agree to contracts before the
scheduled swap of proposed sala-
ries.

Three players settled before
the union submitted the filings
Friday, with Chicago White Sox
center fielder Aaron Rowand
agreeing to a deal that guarantees

him $8.5 million over the next
three seasons. Oakland designat-
ed hitter Erubiel Durazo accept-
ed a $4.7 million, one-year con-
tract, and Washington first base-
man Nick Johnson agreed to a
$1.45 million, one-year deal.

After filing, San Diego
right-hander Scott Linebrink
agreed to a two-year contract that
guarantees him $2,275,000.

Gagne, the 2003 NL Cy Young
Award winner, was awarded $5
million by an arbitrator last year
rather than his $8 million request
from the Los Angeles Dodgers.
Owners won four of seven cases
that went to hearings and lead
players 263-197 since arbitration
began in 1974.

Berkman, who is eligible for
free agency after next season,
tore the anterior cruciate liga-
ment in his right knee in Novem-
ber while playing flag football
and is expected to miss the start
of the season. Sheets, eligible for
free agency after the 2006 season,
was 12-14 with a 2.70 ERA and
264 strikeouts for Milwaukee last
year.

Among free agents, outfielder
Raul Mondesi agreed to a $1 mil-
lion, one-year contract with the
Atlanta Braves. He played for
Pittsburgh and Anaheim last
year, but his season was cut short
by a lawsuit that occupied his
time and a leg injury.

“You look at his stats up
through 2003 and he was averag-
ing almost 30 home runs a year
and almost 90 RBIs and he’s a
Gold Glove caliber outfielder,”
Braves general manager John
Schuerholz said.

“We really think he adds a lot
of substance to our outfield.”

Right-hander Chad Fox agreed
to a minor league contract with
the Chicago Cubs and would get a
$575,000, one-year deal if he is
added to the major league roster.

Real Salt Lake takes Besagno, 16, first in MLS draft

Poor putting costs
Wie shot at weekend

L.A.’s Gagne among 89
to file for arbitration
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Minnesota
Vikings

Philadelphia
Eaglesat

BY BARRY WILNER

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Terrell
Owens is on crutches and proba-
bly finished until next season.

Randy Moss is limping from a
sprained right ankle that has cost
him practice time, but is expected
to be on the field Sunday when his
Minnesota Vikings play the Eagles
in a second-round playoff game.

Advantage Minnesota? Not so
fast.

While Philadelphia certainly
will miss Owens, the team’s most
dangerous playmaker — and light-
ning rod — the Eagles likely can
handle his absence because of
their staunch defense. And the key
to that defense is the superb sec-
ondary, which is capable of shut-
ting down even a healthy Moss,
Minnesota’s most dangerous play-
maker — and lightning rod.

“I think we are kind of coming
together and getting on the same
page,” All-Pro cornerback Lito
Sheppard said. “Maybe it is be-
cause of the type of year we have
had so far. Everybody is feeling
comfortable and a lot more confi-
dent.

“You have to go against the best
in order to be one of the best. This
is another opportunity for me and
the rest of the secondary to prove
that we can play with the best.”

Moss might not be at his best,
but he wasn’t completely healthy
last weekend and he had a big
game at Green Bay. He wasn’t so
effective in Philadelphia’s 27-16
victory over Minnesota in Week 2,
with a costly pass interference
penalty along with eight recep-
tions for 69 yards and a 4-yard
touchdown catch late in the game.

Moss couldn’t get open deep
against the secondary, which had
been revamped in the offseason
and had new starters at corner-
back in Sheppard and Sheldon
Brown. That secondary has jelled
so well that free safety Brian
Dawkins also made the All-Pro
team, plus strong safety Michael
Lewis, Dawkins and Sheppard
are going to the Pro Bowl.

So the experience gained by
Sheppard, Brown and Lewis as
starters, and the leadership of

Dawkins, have been critical in the
development of the defensive
backfield, perhaps the best sec-
ondary in football.

“They’ve got a lot of confi-
dence,” defensive coordinator
Jim Johnson said. “They might
give up a big play, but they won’t
back off. They are very competi-
tive guys. They’ll come right back
and challenge a guy.”

They’ll be challenging Moss
from the outset, along with Nate
Burleson, who stepped up his per-
formances when Moss was side-
lined for three games and parts of
two others by a hamstring injury.
But it’s a matchup that favors
Philly.

“We have come a long way in a
short period of time,” Dawkins
said. “We have come to a point of
trusting each other and knowing
that each guy can do his job with
excellence.

“The most important thing on a
football field, and especially in
the secondary, is trust. You have
to have trust that each guy can do
his job and have a good time
doing it and not have to worry
about a guy.”

Minnesota’s secondary isn’t
nearly in the class of Philadel-
phia’s, although Johnson praised
Antoine Winfield, signed this sea-
son as a free agent. Not having to

deal with Owens will make things
easier for Winfield and the other
defensive backs.

But the Eagles have another
prime weapon, running back
Michael Westbrook, who creates
mismatches against Minnesota’s
unimpressive linebackers and
safeties. Philadelphia reached its
third straight NFC championship
game without Owens, then with
San Francisco, and the injured
Westbrook last year.

Now, the Eagles have a healthy
Westbrook and a better defense.

So do the Vikings have an edge?

If they do, offensive coordina-
tor Scott Linehan believes it
stems from not getting blown out
by the Eagles in Game 2.

“We’ve gone into that environ-
ment and put ourselves in posi-
tion to win the football game, and
didn’t do it,” Linehan said. “We
still are a young team, and for our
team to have that experience in
their mind, knowing we’ve been
there before, is certainly not
going to hurt us.”

Minnesota (9-8)
at Philadelphia (13-3)

OPENING LINE — Eagles by 8½.
RECORD VS. SPREAD — Vikings 8-9. Ea-

gles 9-7.
SERIES RECORD — Vikings lead 11-9

overall. Eagles lead 1-0 in playoffs.
LAST MEETING — Eagles beat Vikings

27-16 on Sept. 20, 2004, at Philadelphia.
LAST POSTSEASON MEETING — Eagles

beat Vikings 31-16 on Jan. 3, 1981, at Phil-
adelphia in divisional playoff game.
LAST WEEK — Vikings beat Packers

31-17 in wild-card game. Eagles had bye,
lost to Bengals 38-10 in Week 17.
VIKINGS OFFENSE — OVERALL (4),

RUSH (18), PASS (2).
VIKINGS DEFENSE — OVERALL (28),

RUSH (21), PASS (27t).
EAGLES OFFENSE — OVERALL (9), RUSH

(24), PASS (7).
EAGLES DEFENSE — OVERALL (10),

RUSH (16), PASS (12).
KEY MATCHUP — Vikings CBs Antoine

Winfield and Brian Williams vs. Eagles
WRs Todd Pinkston and Freddie Mitch-
ell. Combined, Pinkston (676 yards re-
ceiving) and Mitchell (377) didn’t equal
output of injured WR Terrell Owens
(1,200) in regular season. Of Eagles’ 32
TDs receiving, 14 were by Owens, who
played in 14 games. Without him as deep
threat, Vikings defense will crowd line of
scrimmage, making it difficult for Eagles
QB Donovan McNabb to run, and some-
what nullifying RB BrianWestbrook, who
was team’s leading rusher and sec-
ond-leading receiver. Winfield led team
with three INTs, but secondary was gen-
erally porous, allowing 243.5 yards pass-
ing per game — fourth most in league.
STREAKS, STATS AND NOTES — Both

McNabb and Vikings QB Daunte Culpep-
per were drafted in first round in 1999.
McNabb was No. 2 pick, Culpepper No.
11. Culpepper was second in NFL with 39
TD passes, while McNabb was third with
31. Last time two QBs taken in first
round of same draft faced each other in
playoffs was on Jan. 9. 1999, when John
Elway’s Broncos beat Dan Marino’s Dol-
phins 38-3. ... Culpepper also led league
with 4,717 yards passing and was sec-
ond with 110.9 rating.

AP

Eagles safety Brian Dawkins is one of three Philadelphia defensive

backs who were selected to play in the Pro Bowl this season.

Indianapolis (13-4)
at New England (14-2)

OPENING LINE — Patriots by 2.
RECORD VS. SPREAD — Colts 10-6. Pa-

triots 11-3.
SERIES RECORD — Patriots lead 42-24

overall and 1-0 in playoffs.
LAST MEETING — Patriots beat Colts

27-24 on Sept. 9, 2004, at New England.
LAST POSTSEASON MEETING — Patriots

beat Colts 24-14 on Jan. 18, 2004, at New
England in AFC championship game.
LAST WEEK — Colts beat Broncos

49-24 in wild-card game. Patriots had
bye, beat 49ers 21-7 in Week 17.
COLTS OFFENSE — OVERALL (2), RUSH

(15), PASS (1).
COLTS DEFENSE — OVERALL (29),

RUSH (24), PASS (29).
PATRIOTS OFFENSE — OVERALL (7),

RUSH (7), PASS (11).
PATRIOTS DEFENSE — OVERALL (9),

RUSH (6), PASS (17).
KEYMATCHUP— Colts QB PeytonMan-

ning vs. Patriots’ depleted secondary.
Manning set NFL records this season
with 49 TDs and 121.1 passer rating and
threw only 10 INTs. Last year, he also
had great season, but was shut down in
AFC title game, throwing four INTs in
loss. This time, he’ll face wounded sec-
ondary that used WR Troy Brown at CB
in recent weeks. New England’s star CB,
Ty Law, was put on injured reserve last
week and hasn’t played since October.
CB Tyrone Poole has been out since
Week 4. DBs Asante Samuel, EugeneWil-
son and Randall Gay also have had inju-
ry trouble and team signed journeyman
CB Hank Poteat on Monday.
STREAKS, STATS AND NOTES — Man-

ning is 1-3 in outdoor playoff games,
with only win coming against the Chiefs
last year. ... Colts led NFL with plus-19
turnover differential. Patriots were
plus-9. ... Colts DE Dwight Freeney led
NFL with 16 sacks. ... Patriots K Adam Vi-
natieri, who kicked five FGs in last
year’s AFC title game, led NFL with 141
points and was league’s most accurate
kicker. He made all 48 PATs and 31 of 33
FGs. ... New England has won 29 of past
31 games, including playoffs.... Patriots
RB Corey Dillon, who came to team in off-
season, rushed for career-high and
club-record 1,635 yards. Colts allowed
127.3 yards rushing per game, and had
one of NFL’s most generous defenses.

Tough Tice tries to alter
Vikings’ soft reputation

PLAN, FROM BACK PAGE

The Colts also must face a star
quarterback. Tom Brady doesn’t
have Manning’s statistics but his
results have been better. He is
6-0 in playoff games and 48-14
during the regular season.

On Sunday, NFL sacks leader
Dwight Freeney will go after him.

“When he is not sacking the
quarterback he is rushing the
quarterback and forcing him to
throw interceptions,” Brady said.
“You have to make certain he
doesn’t take over the game.”

Manning broke Dan Marino’s
NFL record with 49 touchdown
passes while Marvin Harrison,
Reggie Wayne and Brandon Stok-
ley became only the fourth trio of
teammates to each have at least
1,000 yards receiving in the same
season.

Belichick usually comes up
with a new wrinkle to confuse the
opposing quarterback, but Man-
ning adjusts at the line of scrim-
mage very well.

“You have to force him into bad
decisions and you have to make
plays,” Patriots linebacker Mike

Vrabel said. “He’s just not going
to make a lot of bad throws. A lot
of times in this league you get
gifts. You know he’s not going to
give you a whole lot of gifts.”

Plan: Patriots
prepare for
onslaught
by Manning

Philly’s first line of defense
is its Pro Bowl secondary

BY DAVE CAMPBELL

The Associated Press

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. —
Mike Tice made a living as a
tough, intelligent — if not as tal-
ented — tight end in the NFL for
14 seasons.

His three years as head coach
of the Minnesota Vikings have
been challenging and hardly satis-
fying, but he has clearly made an
impression on this team.

“There have been a whole lot of
games the guys left it all out
there,” Tice said. “They’ve left a
lot of guts on the field the whole
season. It’s just sometimes they
didn’t play so smart and some-
times they didn’t play with the
confidence you need to win those
close games. But they’ve certain-
ly left a lot of guts on the field for
me, and I appreciate that.”

The Vikings visit Philadelphia
on Sunday in a wild-card playoff
game. After a trying 8-8 regular
season, a loss in the quarterfinals
of the NFL playoffs would hardly
be a disappointment.

But expectations were much
higher at the beginning of Septem-
ber, and a 5-1 record certainly
suggested this team could do a lot
better than the lowest seed in a
weak NFC field.

With seven losses in the final 10
games, Minnesota offered little
hint it was capable of going into

Green Bay and upsetting the
streaking Packers.

Amid national furor over the lat-
est antics of wide receiver Randy
Moss, who walked off the field
with two seconds remaining dur-
ing a loss at Washington, Tice
brought his bunch together with a
week’s worth of training
camp-style practices and motiva-
tional techniques designed to in-
still in the Vikings the underdog
mentality they needed to win.

It worked. They jumped to 17-0
lead at Lambeau Field en route to
a 31-17 victory.

“It shows the heart and desire
we’ve got,” wide receiver Nate
Burleson said. “We’ve been
through a lot of ups and downs …
Coach Tice always tells us it’s not
going to be easy.”

Sounds as if the message is get-
ting through.

“I always felt that the team
should take on the personality of
the coach,” Tice said, “whether
it’s a position coach or a head
coach. I wonder why it took so
long, I guess, is what I kind of
think about.

“I wish they could’ve done that
the last 10 weeks, but they didn’t
and we’ll have to evaluate why
that was. I know we lost some
tough, close games, but I’m just
proud of the guys because they ac-
cepted the challenge … and per-
formed like they’re capable of

playing.”
The attitude, in everyone’s

mind, starts at the top.
“He’s a hard-nosed type guy,”

quarterback Daunte Culpepper
said. “He’ll tell you better than
anybody he’s worked for every-
thing he’s gotten. Nothing comes
easy. And that’s the type of road
we’ve taken.”
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SAN DIEGO — San Diego
coach Marty Schottenheimer
agreed Friday to a two-year con-
tract extension with the Chargers
that runs through the 2007 sea-
son.

Schottenheimer has one year
remaining on his original
four-year deal, which he signed
in January 2002 and paid him
$2.5 million a season. Terms of
the extension weren’t immediate-
ly available.

Schottenheimer helped turn
the Chargers from the NFL’s
worst team at 4-12 to the AFC
West champions at 12-4 and won
AP Coach of the Year honors. San
Diego made the playoffs for the
first time in nine seasons.

The Chargers were upset by
the New York Jets in the
wild-card round last Saturday,
20-17 in overtime. Schottenhe-
imer’s postseason record fell to
5-12 after his fifth straight playoff
loss dating to 1993 with Kansas
City.

Schottenheimer, 61, is 24-24 in
three seasons with the Chargers.

“The franchise took a giant
step forward this past season,”
Schottenheimer said in a state-
ment. “This success is a product
of every person in the organiza-
tion pulling together in the same
direction. I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to continue to build on
what we’ve achieved together
over the past three years.”

General manager A.J. Smith

said he’ll now focus on new con-
tracts for Schottenheimer’s assis-
tants. Only defensive coordinator
Wade Phillips and defensive
backs coach Brian Stewart are
under contract for next year.

Whitsitt fired
as Seahawks president

SEATTLE — Bob Whitsitt was
fired by the Seattle Seahawks as
president of football operations
Friday, the same day Seattle VP
Ted Thompson was hired by
Green Bay as general manager.

“I decided to take a change of
direction and bring in somebody
with a deep background in foot-
ball to run the football side of the
organization,” Seahawks owner
Paul Allen said. “I didn’t take it
lightly at all, but felt it’s what is
needed for the franchise.”

Whitsitt served as the Seahawks’
president for eight years and
helped negotiate the purchase
and development of Qwest Field
and the hiring of Mike Holmgren
as head coach.

Whitsitt is the former president
and general manager of the Port-
land Trail Blazers, also owned by
Allen.

Whitsitt is currently recovering
from colon surgery to remove a
growth.

Seattle went 9-7 and won the
NFC West this season, then lost to

St. Louis in the first round of the
playoffs.

Thompson will take over Pack-
ers coach Mike Sherman’s GM du-
ties.

The Seahawks have 16 players
eligible for unrestricted free agen-
cy, including running back Shaun
Alexander, offensive lineman
Walter Jones, and quarterback
Matt Hasselbeck.

“Obviously, we’re a little
short-handed at the moment, so
we have to work quickly with the
search,” Allen said. “We’re going
to have to really address those is-
sues quickly.”

AP

Heisman Trophy winner Matt Leinart announced on Friday his decision

to return for his senior season at Southern Cal and try to lead the Tro-

jans to an unprecedented third straight national championship.

Chargers’ Schottenheimer
given two-year extension

The Associated Press

Matt Leinart wasn’t the only col-
lege star to decide his future Fri-
day.

While the Southern California
junior quarterback opted to pass
on NFL millions and stay in
school, teammate Lofa Tatupu an-
nounced he will skip his senior
season and enter the April draft.

On the eve of the deadline for
underclassmen to declare their
draft status, several touted play-
ers chose to remain in school.

Possible first-rounders Mem-
phis tailback DeAngelo Williams
and Texas defensive tackle Rod
Wright decided to stay, as did
Longhorns strong safety Michael
Huff and Trojans punter Tom Ma-
lone.

Virginia linebacker Darryl
Blackstock and Notre Dame de-
fensive end Justin Tuck an-
nounced they will forgo their se-
nior seasons. The San Jose State
duo of defensive end Tony Ficklin
and running back Tyson Thomp-
son and San Diego State lineback-
er Matt McCoy also said they’re
turning pro.

Leinart could have gone to the
San Francisco 49ers as the first
pick in upcoming draft. Instead,
he’ll try to lead the Trojans to an
unprecedented third straight na-
tional title and become the sec-
ond two-time Heisman winner.

“I made a decision — I’m not
looking back,” he said. “There’s
something special going on here
that I didn’t want to give up.”

Trojans coach Pete Carroll said
the coaching staff worked hard to
help Leinart and the two other
juniors make their decisions. He
said the coaches didn’t “hit it on
all cylinders” due to the loss of
Tatupu but added that the line-
backer would remain a member
of the Trojan family forever.

Utah announced that star re-
ceiver Steve Savoy, a third-year
sophomore, has withdrawn from
classes and signed with an agent,
bypassing his final two seasons.

Williams, the two-time Confer-

ence USA offensive player of the
year, led Memphis to an 8-4 sea-
son and a bid to the GMAC Bowl.
The third-team All-American ran
for 1,948 yards on 313 carries and
scored 22 touchdowns in 2004.

Texas’ Wright was projected by
some draft analysts as a possible
first- or second-round pick. At
6-5, 300 pounds, he was second
among Longhorns defensive line-
men last season with 36 tackles.

After helping Texas finish 11-1
with a victory in the Rose Bowl,
Wright said he wanted to help
Texas get back to Pasadena. The
Rose Bowl will host the Bowl
Championship Series title game
next season.

“I thought about being some-
where, in some cold city by my-
self, watching this team win a na-
tional championship,” he said.

Huff had 73 tackles and two in-
terceptions last season.

Blackstock decided to leave
after leading all linebackers with
11 sacks this season. He had 27 as
a three-year starter at Virginia.

“Darryl played a significant
role in a lot of games that we have
won,” Virginia coach Al Groh
said. “He is a talented player, and
we wish great success for him
with this next challenge.”

Tuck, Notre Dame’s career
sacks leader, was voted the
team’s most valuable player last
season. The Irish defensive end
finished with 24½ sacks, includ-
ing a season record of 13½ in
2003.

San Jose State’s Ficklin made
the all-conference team last sea-
son, recording seven sacks and 17
tackles for loss for the Spartans,
while Thompson rushed for 811
yards and five touchdowns.

McCoy was a second-team
all-Mountain West Conference
choice as a sophomore and junior
for the Aztecs. He was second on
the team with 90 tackles last sea-
son.

Underclassmen had until Satur-
day to declare for the draft and
have until Jan. 19 to withdraw
their names.

QB Leinart chooses
USC over NFL Draft

AP

San Diego Chargers coach Marty

Schottenheimer, who took the

team from 4-12 to 12-4 and the

playoffs, was given an extension

through 2007 on Friday.
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BY NANCY ARMOUR

The Associated Press

W
hen high-profile coaches are on the coaching
merry-go-round, it usually means as much
mess as success.

One school might thrive, riding a combina-
tion of talent and enthusiasm over a fresh start. For others,
though, there’s that awkward adjustment period, a few
years when the new and old clash and the win-loss record
suffers for it.

Illinois, Kansas and North Carolina are defying that.
Less than two years after the three were intertwined in
coaching switches, they’re united again — this time at the
top of the polls.

“I don’t think it’s happened very often,” Kansas coach
Bill Self said. “I can’t think of a time when there’s been
movement where everyone’s continued at the same pace
they were before.”

Actually, the three are better off than they were before
the changes. Illinois and Kansas have been 1-2 in The Asso-
ciated Press poll for the last six weeks, and the Tar Heels
have joined them at No. 3 for the last five.

Kansas (12-0) has been No. 1 or 2 the entire season, de-
spite losing Wayne Simien for four games and relying
heavily on freshmen Alex Galindo, Russell Robinson,
Sasha Kaun, C.J. Giles and Darnell Jackson. The Illini
(17-0) are off to their best start in 15 years and are win-
ning games by an average of 20 points.

North Carolina (14-1) has spent all but one week in the
top 10, and has won 14 straight games since a season-open-
ing loss to Santa Clara.

“I thought all three teams in the preseason had a chance
to be pretty good,” UNC coach Roy Williams said. “I will
admit I thought Illinois and Kansas would be up there, but
it remained to be seen how well we continued to make ad-
justments.

“If we did, I thought we had a chance to be a very good
team as well.”

The chain reaction started with Kansas in April 2003,
when Williams left the Jayhawks after taking them to
back-to-back Final Fours. His new task: to revive his strug-
gling alma mater, North Carolina.

Kansas hired Self, who’d led the Illini to a 78-24 record

in three years and had them poised for extended success
with one of the best freshmen classes in the country.

Illinois turned to Bruce Weber, a longtime Gene Keady
assistant who’d led Southern Illinois to two NCAA appear-
ances, including a regional semifinal appearance in 2002.

“When Roy left, he knew he was leaving behind a place
with good players to go to a place with good players,” Self
said. “When I left Illinois, I knew I was leaving a place
with good players to go to a place with good players.”

But that doesn’t guarantee quick success. Just look at
the angst that followed some other high-profile switches.

Tubby Smith took Georgia to the NCAA tournament in
1996 and 1997 before leaving for Kentucky. The Wildcats
won the NCAA title in their first year under Smith and
have been back to the tournament every year since. But it
took the Bulldogs four seasons to regroup before Jim Har-
rick had them back in the tournament.

Georgia wound up firing Harrick over allegations of im-
proper payments to players and academic fraud, and the
Bulldogs are on NCAA probation for four years.

Matt Doherty won AP’s national coach of the year
award in 2001, his first season at North Carolina. But the
Tar Heels went a program-worst 8-20 the following year,
and Doherty was forced out after North Carolina missed
the tournament again in 2003.

“When you go to a place where they’ve had success, I
think it’s a little more difficult. And all three of us ran into
a little bit of adversity, tough starts,” Weber said. “Change
is hard. It’s hard for everybody. But again, time heals all
wounds.

“I think we all have systems that have been successful,”
he added. “Once the kids figured out the systems were
good for them, I think they all bought in. Each program, it
was probably all at different points.”

Though Weber, Self and Williams run similar systems
— stingy defense, fast-paced offenses and unselfishness
with the ball are trademarks of all three programs — each
has his own way of doing things. And when players were
successful under their old coach, it can be tough to hear
some outsider tell them they need to change.

Add in the hurt feelings that always come with a break-
up, and it can be a messy transition.

“We had a lot of people who questioned his coaching,” Il-
linois guard Deron Williams said. “It was real tough. We

had our ups and downs throughout the season, but it got
better toward the end — once we learned each other’s
characteristics.”

The Illini had loved Self, and they weren’t too keen on
their new coach’s conditioning program and emphasis on
tougher defense.

But one by one, they bought in. The Illini won 12
straight to clinch the Big Ten title and made the NCAA
tournament for the fifth year in a row.

“Time allows you to understand what people are trying
to do,” Weber said. “All of a sudden, it just kind of falls into
place.”

Self didn’t have it much easier with the Jayhawks. Kan-
sas is one of the country’s storied programs and Williams’
record speaks for itself: nine conference titles and four
Final Fours in 15 seasons.

So the Jayhawks were, naturally, a little skeptical when
Self arrived and started making changes.

“You can only coach what you believe in and what you
know,” Self said. “It took time for everybody to not buy in,
but subconsciously buy in.”

The Tar Heels embraced Williams immediately, hungry
for redemption after missing the NCAA tournament two
straight years.

But it took them time to adjust, too.
“Last year everything was a new process,” junior Sean

May said this month. “Last year, we told [reporters], ‘It’s
no big deal. We’re adjusting to Coach.’ But it takes time re-
gardless.”

Now everyone has settled in, though, and the imprints
left by Self at Illinois and by Williams at Kansas are start-
ing to fade.

“I think it’s Bruce’s team, even though I had my hand-
print on it,” Self said. “And I think it’s my team, even
though it has Roy’s handprint on it.”

Deron Williams agreed.
“This is Coach Weber’s team,” he said. “We know (Self)

recruited us, but Coach Weber is our coach. We love him
and we respect him.”

But Kansas and Illinois haven’t necessarily seen the last
of their old coaches. The teams could find themselves re-
united again in April — this time at the Final Four.

“It’s just kind of crazy how it all works out,” Weber said.
“It is ironic or amazing that the three dominoes all

ended up at the top.”

Illinois, Kansas, N. Carolina still connected
Schools that rode coaching carousel in 2003 intertwined at top of poll

AP

Illinois coach Bruce Weber, above, who replaced Bill Self

when Self took over for Roy Williams at Kansas, has the

No. 1 Illini (17-0) off to their best start in 15 years.

AP

Bill Self, above, encountered skepticism when he replaced

Roy Williams at Kansas, but even detractors can’t argue

with the Jayhawks’ No. 2 ranking in the AP Top 25.

AP

Roy Williams started the North Carolina-Kansas-Illinois

chain reaction when went to North Carolina, his alma

mater. The Tar Heels have been No. 5 for three weeks.
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LOS ANGELES — Kobe Bry-
ant will miss at least five games
with a severely sprained right
ankle, but the Los Angeles Lakers
said Friday they won’t know ex-
actly how long he’ll be out for an-
other 72 hours.

Bryant, hurt in the first quarter
of Thursday night’s game against
Cleveland, was to be placed on
the injured list and replaced on
the roster by rookie guard Tony
Bobbitt before Saturday night’s
game at Golden State.

An MRI exam confirmed Bry-
ant has a severely sprained ankle.
The Lakers said he’ll be re-evalu-
ated Monday, and an estimate on
how long he’ll be sidelined will be
given at that time.

“It’s all right,” Bryant said Fri-

day. “Very painful, but not as bad
as it was last night.”

Bryant is the NBA’s sec-
ond-leading scorer with a
27.5-point average. He was in-
jured when he landed on Ira New-
ble’s right foot while going for a
rebound under the Cavaliers’ bas-
ket.

“We will miss him greatly, but
this is an opportunity to grow as a
team,” coach Rudy Tomjanovich
said before the Lakers flew to
Oakland for their game against
the Warriors.

“It puts a way bigger burden on
me,” the coach said. “We know

Lamar (Odom) will get more
plays, but I’ve got to call these
things for other guys and get peo-
ple in the right positions, because
Kobe was in those positions and
he carried a lot of the load.”

Odom scored 24 points to equal
a season-high in the Lakers’ 98-94
victory over the Cavaliers, raising
their record to 19-15.

Regarding Bryant’s injury,
Tomjanovich said: “It happens all
the time in this league. You ever
play poker? You take the hand
you’re dealt and you play with it.
You don’t worry about what if
I’ve gotten this or what if I’ve got-
ten that.”

When asked what kind of hand
he had, Tomjanovich laughed:
“I’m not giving up my cards,” he
said.

X-rays taken shortly after Bry-

ant was injured were normal, but
after the game he said he knew
the injury was serious, saying it
might take weeks rather than
days for him to recover.

When asked Friday if it could
be on the short end — like two
weeks — he replied: “I hope so.
But I’ve got to tell you, this is the
worst ankle sprain I’ve had,
pain-wise. I can’t even move my
foot. I have a high threshold for
pain. I kind of enjoy it sometimes.
It lets you know you’re still living,
but this one right here, I don’t like
too much.

“I think Monday we’ll have a
clearer idea as far as recovery
time.”

Bryant, 26, has played in every
Lakers game this season despite
having soreness in his left foot
from plantar fasciitis. He entered

Thursday’s game averaging an
NBA-best 43.1 minutes per game.

There is good news — following
their game at Golden State, the
Lakers play nine straight games
at Staples Center including a des-
ignated road game against the
Clippers.

Goldwire gets another
10-day deal with Detroit

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — The
Detroit Pistons signed Anthony
Goldwire to another 10-day con-
tract Friday.

Goldwire, who signed his first
10-day contract with Detroit on
Jan. 5, played in his third game
with the Pistons against Orlando
on Friday night. The 33-year-old
point guard has a chance to make
the team for the remainder of the
season because it needs depth be-
hind starter Chauncey Billups.

BY JOHN PYE

The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia — Andre Agas-
si, Andy Roddick and Lleyton Hewitt knew
they needed to do something drastic.
Roger Federer was winning practically
every tournament, and the gap between
him and everyone else in men’s tennis was
growing.

Agassi tuned his 34-year-old body like
never before, looking to gain whatever
edge he could when he next meets the
top-ranked Swiss player.
Agassi, however, hurt his hip
during a tuneup match
against Roddick and it’s not
certain he will play when the
Australian Open begins Mon-
day at Melbourne Park.

Roddick, ranked No. 2,
switched coaches. He ended
an 18-month association with
Brad Gilbert that had pro-
duced his first major title,
joining former U.S. Davis
Cup coach Dean Goldfine
and overhauling his practice
regimen.

Hewitt, ranked No. 3,
bulked up his upper body, hoping it might
help him end a six-match losing string to
Federer that included the finals of the U.S.
Open and season-ending Masters Cup.

“Roger has taken the game to a new
level,” said Hewitt, the former U.S. Open
and Wimbledon champion who at one time
led Federer 6-1 head-to-head.

Federer won the Australian Open, Wim-
bledon and the U.S. Open among his 11 ti-
tles in 2004, becoming the first man since
Mats Wilander in 1988 to capture three of
the four majors in one season.

Adding another title last week at Qatar
— his 23rd — he improved his winning
streak in tour finals to 14 and stretched his
winning run to 21 consecutive matches.

“To finish No. 1 and the way he did it is
an incredible effort, but it’s also become
the standard that everybody is trying to
push for,” said Agassi, an eight-time major
champion. “I’m thankful for those that

make us better, and Roger definitely does
that.”

Federer is flattered by the attention, but
he’s not letting it distract him from his goal
for 2005 — start with an Australian Open
title and finish with the No. 1 ranking.

“In a way, I enjoy it, to get so many com-
pliments,” Federer said. “I had such a
great season last year — I guess like no-
body had in 15 or 20 years — so it’s normal
that right away everybody compares me to
the all-time greats. Now it’s up to me to

prove it and to be up there
for a long time.”

To remain on top, Federer
decided he also needed to
change. He worked with a
coach for the first time in a
year, spending two weeks in
Sydney with former Austra-
lian Davis Cup coach Tony
Roche.

He thinks a few tweaks al-
ready have improved his
game.

That’s probably not what
Agassi and company wanted
to hear.

After shedding 10 pounds
to drop into the mid-160s

and building his strength and conditioning,
Agassi was primed for a shot at a fifth Aus-
tralian title. Now he’s at risk of having to
join an injured list that includes former
Wimbledon and U.S. Open finalist Mark
Philippoussis and three of the top 10
women, and possibly more.

Top-ranked Lindsay Davenport was one
of five players who pulled out of the Syd-
ney International on Thursday. Davenport,
who withdrew from this month’s Hopman
Cup to rest her injured knee, said she had
bronchitis but expected to be OK.

“I’ve been sick all week. At some point
you’ve got to stop. My energy level was
about 30 percent,” said Davenport, the
2000 Australian champion. “Hopefully, an-
tibiotics and rest will all help.”

Last year’s champion, Justine
Henin-Hardenne, and the runner-up, Kim
Clijsters, didn’t make it to Melbourne.
Henin-Hardenne withdrew last weekend

because of a knee injury. Clijsters has had
a wrist problem for a long time.

Jennifer Capriati, who won Australian ti-
tles in 2001 and 2002, withdrew because of
an ailing right shoulder that has troubled
her since November.

On the plus side, 2003 champion Serena
Williams is back after missing last year’s
Grand Slam opener and spending much of
the season sidelined with injuries. She said
she’s “really excited about the way things
are going in my game — it’s a pretty big,
open draw.”

She and sister Venus, who have won a
total of 10 major singles titles, have been
working together in Melbourne.

“I get to play Venus every day — she’s
great to practice with because she’s one of
the best players out there,” Serena said.
“She hits hard, she serves hard, she runs
fast, she just does everything pretty much
the best.”

There are four Russians in the top 10, all
spurring each other on. Three of them won
majors last season and one lost two finals
in majors.

No. 3 Anastasia Myskina was the first
Russian woman to win a Grand Slam tour-
nament title when she beat compatriot
Elena Dementieva at the French Open in
June. Maria Sharapova defeated Serena
Williams in the Wimbledon final, and Svet-
lana Kuznetsova beat Dementieva in the
U.S. Open final.

“It’s remarkable,” Davenport said. “I

don’t think any country has ever had so
many players come up and reach the top of
the game like they have.”

Myskina was upset in the first round by
Chinese qualifier Shaui Peng in Sydney
last week, but said it gave her time to ad-
just to conditions in Melbourne.

Sharapova, 17, beat Kuznetsova, Myski-
na and Serena Williams at the season-end-
ing championships in Los Angeles to under-
line her ascent to the top, but she hasn’t
played in Australia this season.

Roddick skipped his usual warmup tour-
naments to concentrate on practice and
play in the Kooyong Classic, the annual ex-
hibition tuneup.

“I’ve had a great training period with
Dean, felt better than I have in a long
time,” he said. “I’m happy with the team
around me now. I’m very optimistic for
2005.”

Agassi, meanwhile, will continue to treat
his hip, hoping that at this stage he’s not re-
duced to watching Federer on TV. For
most of his career, Agassi contended in the
majors with Pete Sampras.

Now it’s Federer.
“I’ve played these guys on days when

I’m convinced they’re the best in the
world,” Agassi said. “Both of them bring a
phenomenal amount of weaponry to the
tennis court. Both of them have an ability
to make you feel like a spectator, so you
have to make sure you’re at your best.”

Federer leaving rest of
field playing catch-up

AP

Roger Federer’s extended success has left the top players on the men’s tour rethinking

their games and adjusting their regimens. Federer is seeded No. 1 for the year’s first

Grand Slam, the Australian Open, which begins on Monday in Melbourne.

Bryant to miss at least five games with ankle sprain

Men still chasing defending champ;
injuries take toll on women’s field

Sunday, January 16, 2005 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · PAGE 41



The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — After ris-
ing early, the Suns are setting as
they move East.

Phoenix dropped its second
straight game and lowered its
NBA-best record to 31-6 on Fri-
day night, losing Steve Nash to an
injury early in the second quarter
of a 101-83 loss to the Indiana Pac-
ers.

“Some peo-
ple said we
needed some
adversity to be-
come a good
team,” Suns
coach Mike

D’Antoni said. “Well there’s some
adversity for you.”

Two nights after running out of
energy in a loss at Utah, Phoenix
had trouble even getting started
against the defensive-minded Pac-
ers. The Suns’ 83 points were 10
less than their previous season
low of 93 against Minnesota. The
Suns shot just 39 percent from
the field, and Quentin Richardson
was 0-for-11.

Nash, who leads the NBA in as-
sists with 11.1 per game and sets
the frenetic tempo for the Suns,
left early in the second quarter
with a bruised left thigh and did
not return.

“Steve Nash is the motor that
makes the car run,” said Jer-
maine O’Neal, who led Indiana
with 29 points, 12 rebounds and
six blocks. “They have a lot of
great athletes and a lot of guys
who can score and do special
things, but without Steve Nash
doing the things he does, it makes
it tough for them to score.”

Amare Stoudemire led the
Suns with 26 points and 11 re-
bounds.

“We jumped out on them early
instead of them jumping out on
us,” said Jamaal Tinsley, who had
18 points and three steals.

“And we made shots, so they
couldn’t run.”

Wizards 105, Bucks 103: At
Milwaukee, Larry Hughes made
a driving layup with 0.7 seconds
left to put Washington eight
games over .500 for the first time
since 1979.

Hughes finished with 23 points,

eight assists and five steals.
The victory also gave the Wiz-

ards their first six-game winning
streak in more than three years.

Spurs 98, Mavericks 95: Tim
Duncan scored 25 points, Manu
Ginobili added 22 and the host
Spurs got a key offensive rebound
from Devin Brown to withstand a
late rally. Dirk Nowitzki led Dal-
las with 36 points.

Pistons 101, Magic 94: Rich-
ard Hamilton scored 26 points,
and the Pistons held on to beat Or-
lando in Grant Hill’s first game in
Auburn Hills in nearly five years.
Hill scored 17 points, and Orlan-
do’s Steve Francis had 31 points.

Timberwolves 93, Nuggets
83: At Denver, Latrell Sprewell
scored 13 of his 29 points in the
fourth quarter to help Minnesota
end a three-game losing streak in
a game marred by a fight be-
tween Denver’s Nene and Minne-
sota’s Michael Olowokandi.

76ers 106, Raptors 96: At
Philadelphia, Allen Iverson
scored 19 of his 32 points in the
first quarter to help Philadelphia
snap a three-game losing streak.

Kenny Thomas added 20 points
and 14 rebounds.

Grizzlies 109, Bobcats 89:
Pau Gasol scored 19 points, and
James Posey had 17 in Memphis’
10th victory in its last 13 games.
The visiting Grizzlies, who start-
ed the season 9-15, had six play-
ers in double figures.

Celtics106,Hawks94: At Bos-
ton, Ricky Davis came off the
bench to score 30 points, and Paul
Pierce had 21 points and 15 re-
bounds to lift Boston to its sev-
enth win in eight home games.

SuperSonics 103, Warriors
84: Ray Allen scored 22 points to
help the host SuperSonics im-
prove to 26-9 and hand Golden
State to its eighth straight loss.

Antonio Daniels added 19
points for the Sonics.

Clippers 114, Heat 112: At
Los Angeles, Corey Maggette hit
a fadeaway 23-footer with 0.5 sec-
onds left in double-overtime to
give the Clippers the victory.

Maggette scored 28, and Elton
Brand had 29.

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 17 18 .486 —
Boston 17 20 .459 1
Philadelphia 16 19 .457 1
Toronto 14 23 .378 4
New Jersey 12 23 .343 5

Southeast Division
Miami 28 11 .718 —
Washington 21 13 .618 4½
Orlando 19 16 .543 7
Charlotte 8 24 .250 16½
Atlanta 6 27 .182 19

Central Division
Cleveland 21 13 .618 —
Detroit 21 14 .600 ½
Indiana 18 16 .529 3
Chicago 15 18 .455 5½
Milwaukee 12 22 .353 9

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 30 8 .789 —
Dallas 22 12 .647 6
Houston 19 17 .528 10
Memphis 19 18 .514 10½
New Orleans 5 30 .143 23½

Northwest Division
Seattle 26 9 .743 —
Minnesota 18 17 .514 8
Portland 15 20 .429 11
Denver 15 21 .417 11½
Utah 13 25 .342 14½

Pacific Division
Phoenix 31 6 .838 —
Sacramento 23 11 .676 6½
L.A. Lakers 19 15 .559 10½
L.A. Clippers 18 17 .514 12
Golden State 11 26 .297 20

Friday’s games
Indiana 101, Phoenix 83
Philadelphia 106, Toronto 96
Memphis 109, Charlotte 89
Boston 106, Atlanta 94
San Antonio 98, Dallas 95
Detroit 101, Orlando 94
New Orleans 112, Portland 106
Washington 105, Milwaukee 103
L.A. Clippers 114, Miami 112, 2OT
Minnesota 93, Denver 83
Seattle 103, Golden State 84

Saturday’s games
New York at Chicago
Phoenix at Washington
Charlotte at Atlanta
Philadelphia at Detroit
Milwaukee at Memphis
Orlando at Indiana
Portland at Minnesota
San Antonio at Houston
New Jersey at Dallas
Cleveland at Utah
L.A. Clippers at Sacramento
L.A. Lakers at Golden State

Sunday’s games
New Orleans at Toronto
Cleveland at Seattle

Monday’s games
Chicago at New York
Milwaukee at Charlotte
New Orleans at Philadelphia
New Jersey at Atlanta
Phoenix at Detroit
Sacramento at L.A. Clippers
Washington at San Antonio
Toronto at Minnesota
Houston at Memphis
Utah at L.A. Lakers
Denver at Golden State

Friday
Pacers 101, Suns 83

PHOENIX — Richardson 0-11 3-4 3, Marion
5-11 0-0 12, Stoudemire 10-21 6-6 26,
J.Johnson 3-11 3-4 11, Nash 5-7 0-0 11, Jacobs-
en 3-5 3-5 10, Hunter 2-6 0-1 4, Barbosa 2-4
0-0 4, Outlaw 0-1 0-0 0, Voskuhl 0-1 0-0 0,
Lampe 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 31-79 15-20 83.

INDIANA — J.Jones 4-6 0-0 9, O'Neal 13-29
3-3 29, Foster 3-4 5-6 11, Miller 2-6 1-1 6, Tins-
ley 7-12 2-2 18, Croshere 3-8 0-0 6, F.Jones
5-10 2-3 14, Curry 0-1 0-0 0, A.Johnson 0-4 0-1
0, Pollard 3-5 0-0 6, Edwards 1-2 0-0 2, Gill 0-0
0-0 0. Totals 41-87 13-16 101.

Phoenix 23 25 15 20— 83
Indiana 32 21 24 24—101
Three-Point Goals—Phoenix 6-20

(J.Johnson 2-2, Marion 2-5, Nash 1-2, Jacobs-
en 1-3, Richardson 0-8), Indiana 6-17 (F.Jones
2-3, Tinsley 2-4, Miller 1-3, J.Jones 1-3,
A.Johnson 0-1, Croshere 0-3). Fouled out-
—None. Rebounds—Phoenix 44 (Stoudemire
11), Indiana 58 (Foster, O'Neal 12). Assists—
Phoenix 14 (J.Johnson 6), Indiana 23 (Miller,
F.Jones 4). Total fouls—Phoenix 17, Indiana
20. Technicals—Phoenix Defensive Three
Second 2. A—18,345 (18,345).

76ers 106, Raptors 96
TORONTO — E.Williams 2-6 2-2 8, Bosh 5-8

3-5 13, Araujo 0-5 2-2 2, Alston 4-14 2-2 11,
Peterson 6-12 5-5 18, Marshall 6-15 3-4 20,
Rose 8-15 1-1 18, Palacio 0-1 0-0 0, Murray 2-6
2-2 6, Bonner 0-4 0-0 0.

Totals 33-86 20-23 96.
PHILADELPHIA — Iguodala 6-8 2-5 15, Tho-

mas 8-17 4-4 20, Jackson 3-9 1-2 7, Iverson
12-29 5-10 32, Salmons 0-2 0-0 0, Williamson
7-16 0-0 14, Korver 5-10 0-0 15, Skinner 1-2 1-2
3, McKie 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 42-93 13-23 106.

Toronto 26 24 26 20— 96
Philadelphia 33 24 19 30—106
Three-Point Goals—Toronto 10-32 (Mar-

shall 5-11, E.Williams 2-4, Rose 1-4, Peterson
1-5, Alston 1-6, Murray 0-1, Bonner 0-1), Phila-
delphia 9-15 (Korver 5-8, Iverson 3-5, Iguoda-
la 1-1, Salmons 0-1). Fouled out—None. Re-
bounds—Toronto 54 (Bosh 13), Philadelphia
63 (Thomas 14). Assists—Toronto 22 (Alston
13), Philadelphia 23 (Iverson 10). Total
fouls—Toronto 21, Philadelphia 19. Techni-
cals—Philadelphia Defensive Three Second.
A—18,001 (20,444).

Grizzlies 109, Bobcats 89
MEMPHIS — Battier 6-10 0-0 15, Gasol 6-17

7-10 19, Wright 3-3 0-0 6, Williams 5-10 1-1 14,
Wells 3-6 0-0 6, Posey 5-12 4-5 17, Watson 3-6

4-5 10, Swift 5-6 0-0 10, Jones 3-11 3-4 9, Em-
mett 0-1 1-1 1, Tsakalidis 1-1 0-0 2. Totals
40-83 20-26 109.

CHARLOTTE — Wallace 4-7 1-4 9, Okafor
5-13 7-12 17, Brezec 6-7 3-5 15, Knight 2-10 3-3
7, Rush 3-10 0-0 8, Bogans 2-4 4-4 9, Ely 3-8 3-6
9, Kapono 2-8 0-0 5, Sampson 3-4 0-0 6, Hart
0-2 4-4 4, Robinson 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 30-73
25-38 89.

Memphis 26 32 26 25—109
Charlotte 23 21 22 23— 89
Three-Point Goals—Memphis 9-26 (Battier

3-4, Posey 3-6, Williams 3-7, Gasol 0-1, Wat-
son 0-2, Wells 0-2, Jones 0-4), Charlotte 4-8
(Rush 2-5, Kapono 1-1, Bogans 1-2). Fouled
out—None. Rebounds—Memphis 51 (Posey
7), Charlotte 54 (Okafor 12). Assists—Mem-
phis 22 (Williams 5), Charlotte 19 (Knight 11).
Total fouls—Memphis 30, Charlotte 23. Tech-
nicals—Wells, Wallace, Charlotte coach Bick-
erstaff. A—17,447 (23,319).

Celtics 106, Hawks 94
ATLANTA — Harrington 6-13 2-7 14, Walker

10-30 1-3 21, Collier 5-9 0-0 10, J.Smith 3-7 5-6
11, Lue 2-12 1-4 6, Drobnjak 8-12 2-4 20, Chil-
dress 3-5 1-2 7, Ivey 0-3 0-0 0, D.Smith 0-1 2-2
2, Anderson 1-1 1-1 3, Diaw 0-1 0-0 0, Ekezie
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 38-94 15-29 94.

BOSTON — Welsch 2-3 0-0 5, LaFrentz 4-9
0-0 9, Blount 5-6 0-0 10, Payton 6-14 3-6 15,
Pierce 7-17 6-8 21, Jefferson 3-5 5-6 11, Davis
11-16 5-7 30, Banks 0-3 2-2 2, Allen 0-1 0-0 0,
Perkins 0-1 0-0 0, McCarty 1-3 0-0 3. Totals
39-78 21-29 106.

Atlanta 21 26 29 18— 94
Boston 34 21 25 26—106
Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 3-14 (Drobnjak

2-2, Lue 1-4, Diaw 0-1, Harrington 0-1,
D.Smith 0-1, Walker 0-5), Boston 7-15 (Davis
3-4, McCarty 1-2, Pierce 1-2, Welsch 1-2,
LaFrentz 1-3, Banks 0-1, Payton 0-1). Fouled
out—None. Rebounds—Atlanta 61 (Walker
17), Boston 56 (Pierce 15). Assists—Atlanta
27 (Walker 8), Boston 21 (Pierce, Payton 7).
Total fouls—Atlanta 24, Boston 24. Techni-
cals—Boston Defensive Three Second 3.
A—18,624 (18,624).

Spurs 98, Mavericks 95
DALLAS — Finley 6-13 3-4 15, Nowitzki

12-28 9-9 36, Henderson 1-4 1-2 3, Terry 6-13
0-0 13, Stackhouse 7-16 2-2 17, Harris 1-3 0-0
3, Booth 2-5 0-0 4, Bradley 1-2 0-0 2, Arm-
strong 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 37-86 15-17 95.

SAN ANTONIO — Bowen 3-6 3-4 9, Duncan
10-17 5-6 25, Nesterovic 4-8 0-0 8, Parker 5-12
2-2 12, Ginobili 7-12 5-6 22, Horry 2-6 0-0 5,
Barry 0-3 0-0 0, Udrih 2-4 0-0 4, Rose 2-2 0-0 4,
Brown 3-6 2-2 9, Wilks 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 38-76
17-20 98.

Dallas 19 26 21 29—95
San Antonio 21 27 26 24—98
Three-Point Goals—Dallas 6-17 (Nowitzki

3-5, Harris 1-2, Stackhouse 1-3, Terry 1-3,
Armstrong 0-1, Finley 0-3), San Antonio 5-13
(Ginobili 3-5, Brown 1-1, Horry 1-2, Parker
0-1, Bowen 0-2, Barry 0-2). Fouled out—None.
Rebounds—Dallas 44 (Nowitzki 14), San Anto-
nio 48 (Nesterovic 12). Assists—Dallas 12
(Finley 3), San Antonio 20 (Parker 9). Total
fouls—Dallas 20, San Antonio 16. A—17,897
(18,500).

Pistons 101, Magic 94
ORLANDO — Hill 7-16 3-3 17, Howard 2-6 5-6

9, Cato 3-3 0-0 6, Turkoglu 2-15 3-3 7, Francis
10-20 11-13 31, Nelson 7-14 2-2 17, Battie 1-3
0-0 2, Stevenson 0-1 0-0 0, Garrity 2-5 0-0 5. To-
tals 34-83 24-27 94.

DETROIT — Prince 6-9 2-2 16, R.Wallace
6-14 4-4 16, B.Wallace 3-7 0-1 6, Hamilton 9-18
8-8 26, Billups 5-12 7-8 19, L.Hunter 2-6 0-0 5,
McDyess 5-8 3-4 13, Goldwire 0-1 0-0 0, Ham
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 36-75 24-27 101.

Orlando 24 17 23 30— 94
Detroit 22 27 25 27—101
Three-Point Goals—Orlando 2-10 (Garrity

1-2, Nelson 1-3, Francis 0-1, Turkoglu 0-4), De-
troit 5-11 (Prince 2-3, Billups 2-5, L.Hunter
1-1, R.Wallace 0-2). Fouled out—None. Re-
bounds—Orlando 51 (Cato 14), Detroit 44
(B.Wallace 13). Assists—Orlando 15 (Francis
8), Detroit 27 (Billups 9). Total fouls—Orlan-
do 26, Detroit 21. Technicals—Francis, Hamil-
ton, R.Wallace. A—22,076 (22,076).

Hornets 112, Trail Blazers 106
PORTLAND — Patterson 1-7 1-2 3, Thomas

1-1 0-0 2, Przybilla 2-2 1-3 5, Stoudamire 20-32
6-6 54, Van Exel 8-19 0-0 23, Outlaw 2-6 4-8 8,
Anderson 3-7 0-0 7, Ratliff 0-1 0-2 0, Frahm 0-1
0-0 0, Telfair 2-3 0-0 4. Totals 39-79 12-21 106.

NEW ORLEANS — Nailon 11-17 0-0 22, Rog-
ers 3-6 1-2 7, Brown 4-10 2-2 10, Davis 3-16
13-14 22, Smith 2-7 2-2 8, Dickau 7-13 5-6 25,
Andersen 4-7 7-8 15, Nachbar 1-2 0-2 3. Totals
35-78 30-36 112.

Portland 40 23 17 26—106
New Orleans 23 43 23 23—112
Three-Point Goals—Portland 16-32

(Stoudamire 8-16, Van Exel 7-12, Anderson
1-2, Frahm 0-1, Telfair 0-1), New Orleans
12-30 (Dickau 6-9, Davis 3-11, Smith 2-7, Nach-
bar 1-2, Rogers 0-1). Fouled out—Rogers. Re-
bounds—Portland 41 (Przybilla 9), New Or-
leans 57 (Andersen 15). Assists—Portland 21
(Van Exel 11), New Orleans 23 (Davis 6).
Total fouls—Portland 27, New Orleans 21.
Technicals—Portland Defensive Three Sec-
ond 2, Patterson, Nailon. A—12,417 (17,200).

Wizards 105, Bucks 103
WASHINGTON — Jamison 9-18 3-4 22, Jef-

fries 4-6 0-0 9, Haywood 3-5 5-6 11, Arenas
6-19 6-8 20, Hughes 5-14 12-14 23, Ruffin 0-0
0-2 0, E.Thomas 0-1 0-4 0, Profit 3-4 0-0 7,
Dixon 5-5 3-3 13. Totals 35-72 29-41 105.

MILWAUKEE — Mason 6-12 4-4 16,
Joe.Smith 2-6 0-0 4, Gadzuric 4-6 3-5 11, Redd
8-17 3-3 20, M.Williams 6-12 3-3 15, Van Horn
3-6 3-4 9, James 5-10 1-2 11, Fizer 3-5 0-0 6, Pa-
chulia 4-5 3-4 11, Strickland 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
41-79 20-25 103.

Washington 31 25 18 31—105
Milwaukee 21 26 32 24—103
Three-Point Goals—Washington 6-18 (Are-

nas 2-11, Jeffries 1-1, Profit 1-1, Jamison 1-2,
Hughes 1-3), Milwaukee 1-9 (Redd 1-3, M.Will-
iams 0-1, Van Horn 0-2, James 0-3). Fouled
out—James. Rebounds—Washington 43 (Are-
nas 7), Milwaukee 49 (Joe.Smith 7). Assists—

Washington 21 (Hughes 8), Milwaukee 26
(M.Williams 8). Total fouls—Washington 24,
Milwaukee 24. A—15,621 (18,717).

Clippers 114, Heat 112 (2OT)
MIAMI — Anderson 2-7 0-0 4, Haslem 4-11

8-8 16, O'Neal 12-25 15-28 39, E.Jones 5-12 4-5
18, D.Jones 4-14 0-0 9, Butler 7-14 0-0 18,
Doleac 0-1 0-0 0, Dooling 1-2 2-4 4, Person 1-3
0-0 2, Laettner 0-2 2-2 2.

Totals 36-91 31-47 112.
L.A. CLIPPERS — Simmons 8-14 0-0 16,

Brand 10-18 9-11 29, Kaman 4-8 1-2 9, Mag-
gette 8-22 11-13 28, Brunson 3-5 0-0 6, Rebra-
ca 1-1 0-0 2, Kittles 3-7 1-2 8, Martin 5-12 0-0
12, Moore 1-3 0-0 2, Ross 1-1 0-0 2, N'diaye 0-1
0-0 0. Totals 44-92 22-28 114.

Miami 31 17 27 21 10 6—112
L.A. Clippers 21 32 21 22 10 8—114
Three-Point Goals—Miami 9-21 (Butler 4-4,

E.Jones 4-6, D.Jones 1-11), L.A. Clippers 4-8
(Martin 2-4, Maggette 1-2, Kittles 1-2).
Fouled out—Kaman, Rebraca. Rebounds—Mi-
ami 58 (E.Jones 11), L.A. Clippers 67 (Brand,
Simmons 13). Assists—Miami 23 (D.Jones 7),
L.A. Clippers 29 (Simmons 8). Total fouls—Mi-
ami 23, L.A. Clippers 33. Technicals—L.A. Clip-
pers Defensive Three Second. A—20,043
(18,964).

Timberwolves 93, Nuggets 83
MINNESOTA — Sprewell 10-16 4-4 29, Gar-

nett 6-10 3-5 15, Thomas 0-0 0-0 0, Carter 4-9
2-2 10, Hassell 0-2 3-4 3, Szczerbiak 4-8 0-0 9,
Hudson 7-15 0-0 18, Olowokandi 2-5 0-0 4, Grif-
fin 2-6 0-0 4, Hoiberg 0-0 1-1 1, E.Johnson 0-0
0-0 0. Totals 35-71 13-16 93.

DENVER — Martin 11-17 1-2 23, Anthony
5-18 3-5 13, Camby 4-8 4-4 12, Buckner 4-5 1-2
11, Miller 3-11 0-0 6, Nene 3-9 1-2 7, Russell
0-2 3-4 3, Boykins 3-6 0-0 6, Elson 1-3 0-0 2,
D.Johnson 0-1 0-0 0, White 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
34-80 13-19 83.

Minnesota 19 21 25 28—93
Denver 20 20 21 22—83
Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 10-23

(Sprewell 5-10, Hudson 4-9, Szczerbiak 1-3,
Griffin 0-1), Denver 2-9 (Buckner 2-2, Boykins
0-1, Nene 0-1, D.Johnson 0-1, Anthony 0-2,
Russell 0-2). Fouled out—None. Rebound-
s—Minnesota 47 (Garnett 10), Denver 44
(Camby 12). Assists—Minnesota 21 (Garnett
7), Denver 21 (Miller 6). Total fouls—Minneso-
ta 25, Denver 18. Technicals—Minnesota De-
fensive Three Second, Nene. Ejected—Olowo-
kandi, Nene. A—18,906 (19,099).

SuperSonics 103, Warriors 84
GOLDEN STATE — Dunleavy 7-16 0-0 14,

Murphy 9-16 1-2 20, Robinson 0-3 0-0 0, Clax-
ton 11-19 5-6 27, Fisher 4-10 3-3 14, Foyle 0-1
0-0 0, Pietrus 0-6 4-4 4, Cheaney 0-1 0-2 0,
Davis 2-3 0-0 4, Cabarkapa 0-0 1-2 1, Flores
0-1 0-0 0. Totals 33-76 14-19 84.

SEATTLE — Daniels 8-14 1-2 19, Evans 2-5
0-2 4, James 1-3 0-0 2, Allen 9-20 1-1 22, Rid-
nour 4-6 0-0 9, Radmanovic 5-12 0-0 10, Mur-
ray 8-13 0-0 17, Fortson 3-5 7-8 13, Collison
2-4 1-2 5, Potapenko 1-2 0-0 2, Kutluay 0-0 0-0
0. Totals 43-84 10-15 103.

Golden State 28 24 19 13— 84
Seattle 27 25 29 22—103
Three-Point Goals—Golden State 4-10 (Fish-

er 3-5, Murphy 1-1, Dunleavy 0-1, Robinson
0-1, Pietrus 0-2), Seattle 7-19 (Allen 3-9,
Daniels 2-3, Ridnour 1-1, Murray 1-2, Rad-
manovic 0-4). Fouled out—None. Rebound-
s—Golden State 40 (Murphy 13), Seattle 54
(Fortson 11). Assists—Golden State 15 (Clax-
ton 7), Seattle 20 (Daniels, Ridnour 6). Total
fouls—Golden State 15, Seattle 20. A—16,519
(17,072).

NBA leaders
Through Jan. 13

Scoring
 G FG FT PTS AVG

Iverson, Phil. 32 312 250 909 28.4
Bryant, LAL 34 285 298 934 27.5
Nowitzki, Dall. 32 276 264 862 26.9
Stoudemire, Phoe. 36 343 249 935 26.0
McGrady, Hou. 34 294 182 839 24.7
James, Clev. 34 314 173 833 24.5
Allen, Sea. 34 274 182 817 24.0
Wade, Mia. 35 287 256 833 23.8
Garnett, Minn. 34 292 214 802 23.6
Arenas, Wash. 31 239 165 719 23.2
O'Neal, Mia. 37 326 182 834 22.5
Jefferson, N.J. 33 238 227 733 22.2
Maggette, LAC 31 200 264 687 22.2
Duncan, S.A. 37 313 182 810 21.9
Redd, Mil. 33 264 139 715 21.7
Pierce, Bos. 36 243 245 776 21.6
Francis, Orl. 34 242 222 722 21.2
Hughes, Wash. 32 243 158 676 21.1
Anthony, Den. 29 209 169 610 21.0
Stojakovic, Sac. 34 244 132 714 21.0

FG Percentage
 FG FGA PCT

O'Neal, Mia. 326 533 .612
Stoudemire, Phoe. 343 589 .582
Haslem, Mia. 173 325 .532
Boozer, Utah 292 549 .532
Mohammed, N.Y. 173 327 .529
Mihm, LAL 139 264 .527
Curry, Chi. 181 344 .526
Gooden, Clev. 181 349 .519
Gasol, Mem. 228 441 .517
Miller, Sac. 172 333 .517

Rebounds
 G OFF DEF TOT AVG

Garnett, Minn. 34 117 400 517 15.2
Duncan, S.A. 37 128 309 437 11.8
Murphy, G.S. 35 119 271 390 11.1
Okafor, Char. 31 122 223 345 11.1
O'Neal, Mia. 37 133 266 399 10.8
Marion, Phoe. 36 108 279 387 10.8
Odom, LAL 34 70 283 353 10.4
Randolph, Port. 33 109 227 336 10.2
Howard, Orl. 34 127 213 340 10.0
K. Thomas, N.Y. 35 70 279 349 10.0

Assists
 G AST AVG

Nash, Phoe. 36 400 11.1
Knight, Char. 25 245 9.8
Marbury, N.Y. 35 309 8.8
Wade, Mia. 35 267 7.6
Iverson, Phil. 32 231 7.2
James, Clev. 34 245 7.2
Tinsley, Ind. 28 201 7.2
Francis, Orl. 34 238 7.0
Hinrich, Chi. 33 229 6.9
Alston, Tor. 36 246 6.8

Nash injured as
Pacers top Suns

AP

Indiana Pacers forward Jermaine O’Neal, left, is fouled by Phoenix Suns

forward Shawn Marion as he goes up for a shot on Friday night.
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BY BRETT MARTEL

The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Dan Dickau’s break-
out season and Baron Davis’ return to form
have suddenly made the New Orleans Hor-
nets a much tougher team to beat.

Dickau made six three-pointers and
scored a career-high 25 points, leading the
Hornets to their third victory in four
games, 112-106 over the struggling Port-
land Trail Blazers on Friday night.

“I never consciously decided” to start
taking three-pointers, Dickau said. “A cou-
ple open ones popped up. I just knocked
them down. Then I got left wide open a few
more times, and if you’re a shooter you’ve
got to take it.”

Davis, who returned from a back injury
in late December, scored 22 points, includ-
ing seven key free throws in the final 1:03,
to help New Orleans overcome Damon
Stoudamire’s 54-point performance.

Stoudamire set a career high and broke
Geoff Petrie’s franchise record of 51
points. The Portland star was 20-for-32
from the field and made eight three-point-
ers (tying the team record Nick Van Exel
set Monday in Philadelphia), including one
with 8 seconds left to make it 110-106. That
came after Stoudamire was fouled on a
three-pointer and made all three free
throws.

Lee Nailon added 22 points for New Or-
leans, while Chris Andersen had a sea-
son-high 15. P.J. Brown had 10 points and
12 rebounds as the Hornets outrebounded
the Trail Blazers 46-30. The Hornets had
19 offensive rebounds, leading to 25 sec-
ond-chance points. New Orleans also out-

scored Portland 30-12 on free throws.

Van Exel scored 23 for Portland, which
has lost six of seven and eight of 10.

But like the Hornets earlier this season,
the Blazers have been plagued with inju-
ries of late. Leading scorer Zach Randolph
(right knee) was the latest scratch, further
hurting a front court that had already lost
Shareef Abdur-Rahim (right elbow) and
Darius Miles (left knee).

That left the scoring burden on
Stoudamire and Van Exel, who had little
help as no other teammate scored more
than eight.

“I sure wish we could have had an inside
scorer today so we could have got a win,”
Stoudamire said. “We’ve just got to find
somebody to throw that ball down low to
who can take a little pressure off. In that
second half especially, they were really
guarding me and Nick and saying, ‘Hey, let
other people beat us’.”

The Hornets, who trailed by 17 after one
quarter, had their largest lead at 87-75
when Davis found Brown underneath for a
dunk late in the third period. Portland
trimmed it to 91-85 on Van Exel’s three
early in the fourth quarter, and New Or-
leans’ lead was down to 98-93 when
Stoudamire drove inside and scored in traf-
fic with under 4:20 left.

But Andersen hit a free throw after
being fouled on an offensive rebound. He
then tipped in Davis’ miss to put the Hor-
nets up 101-93 with 3:20 to go. He made
two more foul shots to give New Orleans a
103-96 lead with 1:32 left.

“Baron’s getting healthier ... He’s just
doing a great job of distributing the basket-

ball and leading the team right now and
we’re all falling in and hitting shots,”
Brown said. “After all the hard times we
had closing out games in the fourth quarter
we’re doing a better job of that. We’ve got
young guys maturing. We’re just growing
as a team and it’s going to get better and
better.”

The Hornets (5-30) still have the worst
record in the league, but they are no longer
on pace to set a new mark for NBA futility,
a distinction that currently belongs to the
1972-73 Philadelphia 76ers, who were
9-73.

The teams combined for 28 three-point-
ers, one short of the NBA record of 29 set
in 1997 by Denver and Seattle.

And the game looked more like a
three-point shooting contest in the first
half, when the teams combined for a 23
threes — an NBA record for a half — in an
exhibition that drove the crowd wild.

Portland was 7-for-8 on threes in the
first quarter alone and shot a whopping
76.2 percent from the field in taking a
40-23 lead.

New Orleans responded by setting a fran-
chise record for second-quarter scoring
with 43 points and for three-pointers with
nine, opening the period with a 10-0 run
that included threes by Dickau and Davis.

Stoudamire, who had 30 points in the
first half, kept Portland ahead most of the
quarter by hitting three of his five first-half
threes.

Then, fittingly, the Hornets tied it at 56
on Dickau’s fourth of five first-half 3s. Bost-
jan Nachbar’s three gave the Hornets their
first lead, then Dickau’s fifth three put

New Orleans ahead 64-61.

Nailon’s 18 footer in the final second
made it 66-63.

Hornets win again despite Stoudamire’s 54

AP

Portland Trail Blazers guard Damon

Stoudamire (3) takes a shot over New

Orleans Hornets’ Chris Andersen, left, and

P.J. Brown on Friday. Stoudamire scored

54 points, but the Hornets won 112-106.
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New England
Patriots

10:30 p.m. Sunday
AFN-A, AFN-P, AFN Radio

Game time is Central European.

BY HOWARD ULMAN

The Associated Press

FOXBORO, Mass. — Stopping Peyton
Manning is a huge challenge for a defense
that’s at full strength. Imagine how he’d at-
tack a wounded team.

The answer will come Sunday.

That’s when the New England Patriots
— missing their best two cornerbacks and
perhaps Pro Bowl defensive end Richard
Seymour — face the Indianapolis Colts’
record-setting quarterback.

“We will go out there with what we’ve
got,” Patriots coach Bill Belichick said.
“The draft is over.”

He did add defensive backs Hank
Poteat and Antwan Harris to the roster
this week, and nagging injuries to other
members of the secondary have gotten bet-
ter. That doesn’t make up for the absence
of cornerbacks Ty Law and Tyrone Poole,
both on injured reserve after being side-
lined most of the season.

Seymour is listed as questionable for the
playoff game three weeks after hurt-
ing his knee and then missing the
last regular-season game.

Rookie Randall Gay and sec-
ond-year pro Asante Samuel have
gotten most of the starts at corner-
back and third-year pro Jarvis
Green is Seymour’s backup.

“Guys get hurt during games and
other people step up. It’s not some-
thing that really is an issue,” Colts
coach Tony Dungy said Friday. “We’ve
been through it with our offensive line.
Guys have been out and rookies have
stepped in and we’ve won. That’s just the
way you have to do it.”

The Colts probably will play without de-

fensive end Robert Mathis, who has 10½

sacks. Starting defensive tackle Josh Will-

iams is listed as questionable.

If the Patriots lose, their quest for a third

Super Bowl champion-

ship in four years will

end. Manning is 0-6

in his career against the Patriots, including
a 24-14 loss in last year’s AFC title game
during which he threw four interceptions.

He had his lowest completion percent-
age this season — except for the finale
when he played one series because the
Colts were locked into the AFC’s No. 3 play-
off slot — on opening night in a 27-24 loss
at Foxboro and was involved in two damag-
ing plays.

With the ball at the Patriots’ 6-yard line,
he threw an interception

to Tedy Bruschi on
the Colts’ first

drive. On their
last possession,
he was sacked
by Willie
McGinest one
play before

Mike

Vanderjagt missed a field-goal attempt
that would have tied the score.

Another team that gave Manning trouble
was the Baltimore Ravens.

Indianapolis still won 20-10 on Dec. 19,
but Manning had his second lowest passer
rating of the season, except for the final
game.

“They brought different blitzers and
mixed up who is coming and made us
throw quick,” Dungy said after that game.

Forcing Manning to throw quickly
doesn’t always work, especially with a

quarterback so adept at reading de-
fenses with a group of receivers who
don’t need much time to get open.

“When you want the rush to get
there is when the receivers are run-

ning their routes and the quarterback
is throwing the ball,” Belichick said.

“The idea is to force the quarterback to
throw at the time you have the receivers

covered. If you can do that, then you have a
chance.”

The Patriots also must do a better job
against the run. They allowed Indianapolis
to rush for 202 yards in their first meeting
this season, 142 by Edgerrin James.

“I think our defense’s goal every time we
go into a game is to stop the run and make
the team one-dimensional,” linebacker
Rosevelt Colvin said. “But, in this situation,
the Colts love to pass, so it is like pick your
poison.”

SEE PLAN ON PAGE 38

AP

Patriots cornerback Asante Samuel (22) breaks up a pass

intended for Colts receiver Reggie Wayne (87) during New

England’s season-opening 27-24 victory.

Indianapolis
Colts at

Infirmed Pats seek coverage plan

Colts RB Edgerrin James (left) ranked third in the NFL in

rushing with 1,548 yards. QB Peyton Manning’s (center)

ability to call effective audibles will be tested in noisy

Gillette Stadium. WR Reggie Wayne (right) was fourth in the

AFC with 1,210 receiving yards. His 221 receiving yards

last week were the third-most in a playoff game.

James and Wayne photos by KRT; Manning by AP

AP photos

Coach Bill Belichick (left), 6-0 in the play-

offs with New England, must make do

without injured starting cornerbacks Ty

Law (right) and Tyrone Poole.
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